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In the name of Allah, most Gracious and most Merciful 
 Invite ˹all˺ to the Way of your Lord with wisdom  

and kind advice, and only debate with them in the best manner.  
Surely your Lord ˹alone˺ knows best who has strayed  

from His Way and who is ˹rightly˺ guided. 

Surah Nahel - vers.125
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EDITORIAL

Across three conti-
nents, the Muslim 
World League’s re-

cent engagements reflect a 
clear and consistent message: 
meaningful dialogue, princi-
pled leadership, and cultural 
understanding remain essen-
tial in today’s world. From 
Nouakchott to Paris to the 
campuses of Duke and Stan-
ford, the MWL advanced 
conversations that bridge in-
tellectual, diplomatic, and civ-
ilizational spheres.

In Paris, discussions with se-
nior French ministers and 
leading research institutions 
underscored the importance 
of confronting misconcep-
tions and strengthening co-
operation on issues of global 
concern. Dr. Al-Issa’s partici-
pation in academic dialogues 
and his visit to the Gaza exhi-
bition highlighted the role of 
cultural heritage in resisting 
narratives of conflict and di-
vision.

In Nouakchott, the inaugu-
ration of the Prophetic Bi-
ography Museum marked a 
milestone in the MWL’s global 
cultural network—an affirma-
tion that the values embodied 
in the Prophet’s life contin-
ue to inspire intellectual and 
spiritual depth across societ-
ies.

Engagements with India’s 
leadership, along with major 
lectures at Duke and Stan-
ford, further demonstrated 
the MWL’s commitment to 
evidence-based scholarship, 
interfaith collaboration, and 
the promotion of coexistence. 
These platforms allowed for 
rigorous exploration of con-
temporary challenges, from 
ideological polarization to cli-
mate ethics.

Together, these initiatives re-
flect a unified vision: building 
bridges of understanding in 
a world that urgently needs 
them.

A unified message of dialogue and 
cooperation across continents
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Culture and Heritage

Prophetic Biography
Museum in Nouakchott

President and Secretary General inaugurate
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The President of Mauritania and the MWL Secretary General inaugurate the International Fair and Museum of the Prophet’s 
Biography and Islamic Civilization in Nouakchott. 

His Excellency Mr. Mohamed 
Ould Ghazouani, President 
of the Islamic Republic of 

Mauritania, together with His Excel-
lency Sheikh Dr. Muhammad bin Ab-
dulkarim Al‑Issa, Secretary General 

of the Muslim World League, inaugu-
rated the International Fair and Mu-
seum of the Prophet’s Biography and 
Islamic Civilization in the Mauritanian 
capital. The new museum forms part of 
the institution’s broader international 

By
MWL
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expansion, which extends 
from its main headquar-
ters in Madina, Saudi 
Arabia.

During the opening cer-
emony, Dr. Al‑Issa ex-
pressed his deep joy at 
inaugurating what he de-
scribed as “the most no-
ble museum for the most 
noble life.” He highlighted 
the noble character and 
life of Prophet Muham-
mad, peace be upon him, 
noting that his exemplary 
qualities are deeply root-
ed in the hearts of believ-
ers who follow the guid-

President Ghazouani and Dr. Al-Issa tour the museum. 

The President and the Secretary General receive a briefing on one of the exhibits.  

Culture and Heritage
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ance of Islam.

Dr. Al‑Issa emphasized 
that the museum plays 
a vital role in fostering 
greater intellectual and 
spiritual awareness. It 
presents key events and 
scenes from the Prophet’s 
life—in full adherence to 
Islamic guidelines—al-
lowing visitors to experi-
ence, in a scholarly and 
immersive manner, the 
spiritual essence and up-
lifting presence of the 
Prophetic era, as if jour-
neying through its sacred 
moments.

President Ghazouani and Dr. Al-Issa at one of the pavilions of the new International Fair and Museum of the Prophet’s Biography and 
Islamic Civilization in Nouakchott.

President Mr. Mohamed Ould Ghazouani, and Dr. Muhammad Al‑Issa discuss matters of mutual 
interest following the inauguration of the Prophetic Biography Museum in Nouakchott.
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His Excellency the Secretary 
General of the Muslim World 
League, Dr. Muhammad bin 

Abdulkarim Al-Issa, met with the Prime 
Minister of the Republic of India, Mr. 
Narendra Modi, in Jeddah in late April, 
where they discussed a number of top-
ics related to the MWL’s mission and 

objectives. The discussions included a 
proposal to hold a Summit on Diversity 
and Harmony in India—a country rich in 
cultural, religious, and ethnic diversity, 
and home to the world’s largest Muslim 
minority. The proposed summit aims to 
reinforce the values of coexistence and 
mutual respect. 

By
MWL

MWL Secretary General Dr. Muhammad Al‑Issa meets Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi in Jeddah. 

Secretary General meets 
Prime Minister of India
Discussions addressed a proposal to hold 
a summit on diversity and harmony in India

Global Engagements
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Dr. Al‑Issa meets French 
ministers in Paris

Global Engagements

Talks addressed shared interests and global issues
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Dr. Al‑Issa and Mr. Bruno Retailleau, Minister of the Interior, at the former’s residence in Paris.

Meetings discussed issues of 
mutual interest and global 
concern 

The Secretary General of the Muslim 
World League, Dr. Muhammad bin 
Abdulkarim Al-Issa, met with sever-
al French ministers during his visit 
to Paris to discuss issues of mutual 
interest. Dr. Al-Issa met with Foreign 

Minister Mr. Jean-Noel Barrot, Inte-
rior Minister Mr. Bruno Retailleau, 
Justice Minister Mr. Gerald Darm-
anin, and Minister for Equality Ms. 
Aurore Berge.

The meetings discussed intellectual 
and contemporary issues related to 
the MWL’s mission and areas of mu-
tual interest and global concern.  

By
MWL
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Dr. Al-Issa and French Minister for Foreign Affairs Mr. Jean‑Noël Barrot hold talks at the ministry’s headquarters. 

The Secretary General meets with French Minister for Equality and the Fight Against Discrimination Ms. Aurore Bergé.

Global Engagements
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Mr. Gérald Darmanin, Minister of Justice and Keeper of the Seals, welcomes Dr. Al-Issa at the ministry. 

A luncheon was hosted by the Minister of Justice and Keeper of the Seals in Dr. Al‑Issa’s honor.
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Dr. Al-Issa meets researchers and 
policymakers and tours Gaza exhibition

Secretary General engages 
French institutions 

An official briefs Dr. Al‑Issa on the Gaza exhibition’s collection documenting 5,000 years of heritage.

Global Engagements
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By
MWL

A photograph on display at the Gaza exhibition. 

The Secretary General of the Mus-
lim World League, Sheikh Dr. Mu-
hammed bin Abdulkarim Al-Issa, 

held a series of discussions in Paris with 
leading French institutions, addressing 
several contemporary issues related to the 
MWL’s mission, and clarifying common 
misconceptions about several religious 
terms.

Dr. Al‑Issa’s visit to France came at the in-
vitation of the French Institute of Interna-

tional Relations (IFRI), one of the world’s 
most influential and internationally rec-
ognized think tanks, which hosted a sym-
posium where he engaged in discussions 
with the Institute’s Secretary General and 
a distinguished group of researchers, ex-
perts, and thought leaders

French daily L’Opinion also convened a 
roundtable with Dr. Al‑Issa, bringing to-
gether researchers, policymakers, and 
opinion‑makers for an in‑depth dialogue 

Dialogues addressed a collection of widely 
circulated, explored, and often misunder‑

stood intellectual and religious terms, in ad‑
dition to the ethics of artificial intelligence

“

” 
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on contemporary issues related 
to the MWL’s mission, including 
Islamic legal perspectives, com-
monly misunderstood religious 
terms, and the ethics of artificial 
intelligence.

Dr. Al-Issa concluded his visit 
with a tour of the Arab World In-
stitute’s Gaza exhibition, which 
documents 5,000 years of the 
Strip’s archaeological and cultur-
al heritage through photographs 
and preserved artifacts. The Ex-
hibition also highlights the re-
cent destruction and damage to 
Gaza’s mosques, churches, and 
UNESCO-listed heritage sites. 

The Institute also hosted an 

extensive discussion with Dr. 

Al‑Issa, focusing on the Insti-

tute’s role in promoting un-

derstanding and cooperation 

between cultures and in coun-

tering the concepts, slogans, and 

practices of civilizational con-

flict — a mission closely aligned 

with the MWL’s efforts to ad-

The visit included extensive discussions 
on a number of contemporary issues and 

clarifying the Islamic legal stance on them

“

” 

Dr. Al‑Issa exchanges greetings with an official outside the Arab World Institute in Paris. 

Global Engagements
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vance Islam’s call for 
peace. In this context, 
Dr. Al‑Issa recalled the 
MWL’s launch, at the 
United Nations head-
quarters in New York 
and in the presence of 
international organiza-
tion leaders, of its initia-
tive Building Bridges of 
Understanding and Co-
operation between East 
and West, affirming that 
Muslims — throughout 
their long, rich civiliza-
tional history — have 
engaged and connect-
ed with all people, both 
East and West.”

French daily L’Opinion also convened a roundtable with Dr. Al‑Issa. 

A section of participants during the discussions following the lecture.
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Secretary General presents 
lecture at Duke University 

Dr. Al-Issa engaged with a range of issues raised in international writings and reports from think tanks and research centers worldwide.

A comprehensive review of Islamic 
Civilization and its contributions to humanity

Academic Dialogues
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By
MWL Duke University recently hosted a 

lecture by His Excellency Dr. Mu-
hammad bin Abdulkarim Al-Issa, 

Secretary General of the Muslim World 
League, on Islamic civilization and its 
significant contributions to science and 
literature. The lecture offered a well-doc-
umented review of Islamic civilization, 
exploring its multifaceted roles in politics, 
administration, and society, and address-

ing the various dimensions within these 
areas. 

The address engaged with a range of is-
sues raised in international writings and 
reports from think tanks and research 
centers worldwide, particularly the intel-
lectual debates surrounding legislation, 
rights, philosophy, and the arts. He pro-
vided evidence-based clarifications of sev-

Dr. Al‑Issa delivered a comprehensive pre‑
sentation examining Islamic civilization’s 
intellectual legacy with evidence‑based in‑

sights into its contributions to science, liter‑
ature, administration, and social thought

“

” 
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eral misconceptions and offered 
a comprehensive discussion of 
critical topics, including the 
environment, climate change, 
family, women, children, and 
youth. He highlighted the 
shared values and commonali-
ties among these issues, demon-
strating through examples the 
breadth and diversity of these 
connections.

Following his address, Dr. Al-Is-
sa answered several questions 
about the lecture and other top-
ics of interest to the attendees. 
A panel of academics and youth 
leaders from the university 
then offered their reflections, 
emphasizing that the lecture 

represented a significant con-

tribution to academic research 

and highlighting its value as a 

comprehensive, transparent, 

and well-documented examina-

tion of Islamic civilization. Par-

ticipants noted its potential for 

wider academic exchange and 

Faculty members, youth leaders, and stu‑
dents participated in an in‑depth panel 

discussion following the lecture, reflecting 
on its academic value and its potential to 

enrich global research. 

“

” 

A panel of academics and youth leaders from the university offered their reflections following the lecture. 

Academic Dialogues
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engagement.

The event was attended by 
prominent academic leaders 
from Duke University, includ-
ing the Vice President, deans, 
and faculty members, as well 
as a number of students. The 
attendance also included state 
senators and members of the 
local Muslim community. 

Members of the Muslim com-
munity noted that the lecture 
and the ensuing discussion 
had effectively addressed wide-
spread misconceptions through 
thoroughly researched content 
and a scholarly presentation 
style well-suited for engage-

ment with international aca-
demic platforms.

His Excellency also engaged in 
a dialogue with the third co-
hort of young participants in 
the Youth Interfaith Leaders 
Fellowship on Climate Change 
program. The fellowship is 
conducted through a partner-
ship between the Faith for Our 
Planet organization and the 
university’s Divinity School and 
is led by a distinguished group 
of religious leaders, aiming to 
mobilize collective efforts and 
foster meaningful interfaith 
collaboration in addressing en-
vironmental and climate‑relat-
ed challenges.

Meeting with Duke University 
President

Dr. Al-Issa later met with Dr. 
Vincent Price, President of 
Duke University, who noted 
the lecture and dialogues with 
faculty members and students 
offered valuable insights, obser-
vations, and clarifications on a 
range of pressing contemporary 
issues. Their meeting also in-
cluded discussions on ways to 
strengthen the existing partner-
ship between the Muslim World 
League and Duke University.

Memorandum of Understand-
ing signed

A memorandum of understand-

Audience members listening to the Secretary General’s lecture at Duke University. 
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ing was signed between the 
Geneva Islamic Cultural 
Foundation and Duke Uni-
versity’s Divinity School 
to expand their partner-
ship. The MoU seeks to 
strengthen the two institu-
tions’ collaboration on ar-
eas of mutual interest and 
to empower religious and 
academic leaders to engage 
with pressing global chal-
lenges, particularly in en-
vironmental protection and 
climate change.

The Geneva Islamic Cultur-
al Foundation is an inde-
pendent Swiss institution 
with an established pres-

The event was attended by prominent academic leaders from Duke University including deans 
and faculty members as well as a number of students. 

Assistant Secretary General for Corporate Communication Mr. Abdulwahab Al-Shehri signs a MoU between the Geneva Islamic Cultural 
Foundation and Duke University’s Divinity School in his capacity as the Foundation’s Secretary. 

Academic Dialogues
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ence across Europe. Its mem-
bership spans multiple coun-
tries, giving it considerable 
global standing as an Islamic 
institution. The Foundation 
maintains neutrality with 
respect to any political affili-
ation and is recognized for its 
strong international relations 
and distinguished reputation. 
Dr. Al-Issa was recently elect-
ed the Foundation’s Chair-
man of the Board of Direc-
tors, while Mr. Abdulwahab 
bin Mohammed Al-Shehri, 
the MWL Assistant Secretary 
General for Corporate Com-
munication, was appointed 
as its Secretary in a part-time 
capacity.

Dr. Al-Issa later meets with the President of Duke University Dr. Vincent Price. 

Dr. Al-Issa answers questions about the lecture and other topics from academics and students after his address.



26 2 APR - JUN | 2025

The Secretary General of the Mus-
lim World League, Dr. Muham-
mad bin Abdulkarim Al-Issa, de-

livered the lecture Values in the Face of 

Contemporary Conflicts at Stanford Uni-

versity, in which he offered an in-depth 

explanation of several Islamic values and 

clarified several concepts from an Islam-

ic perspective Dr. Al-Issa discussed the 

complexities of ideological conflicts—

both religious and intellectual—examin-

ing the dangers they pose and proposing 

Values in the Face of 
Contemporary Conflicts

By
MWL

Dr. Al-Issa emphasized the fundamental distinction between natural and constructive diversity of thought and the harmful ideological 
confrontations that fragment societies and undermine national unity. 

Secretary General presents a 
lecture at Stanford University  

Academic Dialogues
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practical solutions. He empha-
sized the fundamental distinction 
between natural and constructive 
diversity of thought, which is an 
inherent aspect of human exis-
tence, and the harmful ideologi-
cal confrontations that fragment 
societies and undermine national 
unity. The importance of mutual 
understanding, peaceful coexis-
tence, and constructive coopera-
tion was underscored as essential 
responses to such challenges.

The lecture highlighted a range 
of prominent theories that influ-
ence ideological landscapes, par-
ticularly those that advocate the 
transformation of ideas into rig-
id and exclusionary dogmas. His 
Excellency warned of parallels in 
other domains, such as economic 

freedom, which can become en-
trenched beliefs that overshadow 
values of justice and solidarity. 
Nonetheless, he affirmed the le-

gitimate right of states and insti-
tutions to pursue their national 
interests within ethical and legal 
boundaries.

Dr. Al-Issa clarified key Islamic concepts, 
stressing the importance of understand‑
ing their legislative objectives and their 

ongoing relevance. A clear distinction was 
made between authentic Islamic teachings 

and the actions of individuals or groups 
that may claim to represent them

“

” 

Audience listening to Dr. Al-Issa’s lecture at Stanford
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The lecture also addressed the 

principles of international law 

and international humanitarian 

law, offering a concise overview 

and evaluating their application 
in the context of current global 
events.

The lecture reviewed several 

global MWL initiatives aimed 
at fostering peace and cohesion 
among societies and nations. Dr. 
Al-Issa elaborated on several Is-
lamic values, offering insights, 
proposed solutions, and practi-
cal models for implementation. 
He clarified key Islamic con-
cepts, stressing the importance 
of understanding their legislative 
objectives and their ongoing rel-
evance. A clear distinction was 
made between authentic Islamic 
teachings and the actions of indi-
viduals or groups that may claim 
to represent them.

Special attention was given to the 
Charter of Makkah, including its 
inclusive Islamic consensus, the 
motivations behind its develop-

The lecture emphasized the fundamental 
distinction between natural and constructive 

diversity of thought, which is an inherent 
aspect of human existence, and the harmful 
ideological confrontations that fragment so‑

cieties and undermine national unity

“

” 

A number of university academics, students, and distinguished invitees attended the event.

Academic Dialogues
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ment, and a brief summary of 
its core principles.

The lecture concluded with an 
engaging discussion session 
where attendees explored key 
themes through questions, 
surveys and dialogue.

A number of university aca-
demics, students, and distin-
guished invitees attended the 
event, underscoring its sig-
nificance and recommending 
that the lecture’s themes be 
expanded into a book to be 
published by the university.

A luncheon was subsequent-
ly held in honor of Dr. Al-Is-
sa, attended by deans, faculty 
members, and distinguished 
guests. 

A luncheon was held in honor of Dr. Al-Issa in the presence of deans and faculty members.

Students and guests attending the Secretary General’s lecture at Stanford. 
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His Excellency Sheikh Dr. Mu-
hammad bin Abdulkarim Al 
Issa, Secretary General of the 

Muslim World League and Chairman 

of the Organization of Muslim Scholars, 

met with a delegation of British Islamic 

leaders to discuss key issues concerning 
the Muslim community in the United 
Kingdom.

The meeting also emphasized the impor-
tance of standing with the Palestinian 
cause and raising a strong voice call-

British Islamic leaders meet with 
Secretary General in Madina

By
MWL

Dr. Al-Issa holds discussions with a delegation of British Islamic leaders in Madinah.

Faith and Community 

The meeting discussed key issues concerning 
the Muslim community in the United Kingdom
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ing for an immediate end to the 
genocide inflicted on the people 
of Gaza, affirming that express-
ing solidarity with them through 
all peaceful means is a legitimate 
right.

It also highlighted the need to 
remain vigilant against any at-
tempts aimed at weakening the 
cohesion of Muslim communi-
ties or broader national fabrics. 
It praised the major transfor-
mation brought about by the 
Charter of Makkah, especially 
in its message to non-Muslims. 
Its powerful and lasting influ-
ence on key contemporary issues 
embodies a long-awaited Islamic 
hope—reflecting the exceptional 

consensus of moderate Islamic 
thought.

The delegation also under-

scored the importance of the 

The meeting emphasized the importance 
of standing with the Palestinian cause 

and raising a strong voice calling for an 
immediate end to the genocide inflicted 

on the people of Gaza, affirming that ex‑
pressing solidarity with them through all 

peaceful means is a legitimate right.

“

” 

Members of the delegation engaged in the meeting’s discussions with the MWL Secretary General.  
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Document on Building Bridg-

es Between Islamic Schools of 

Thought and Sects in uniting 

the voices of Muslim minori-

ties around major issues within 

their respective national frame-

works, noting that the Docu-
ment’s unifying content gathers 
hearts around the voice of rea-
son, wisdom, and faith, extin-
guishing all sectarian strife. 
They emphasized the need 
to implement this document 
through practical programs in 
Britain and across Europe—
without undermining sectarian 
particularities — by working 
together on shared Islamic val-
ues that unite all Muslims and 
strengthen their positive en-
gagement in society.

The delegation later visited 
the MWL’s International Fair 
and Museum of the Proph-

The transformation brought about by the 
Charter of Makkah and its powerful and 

lasting influence on key contemporary 
issues, reflecting an exceptional consensus 

of moderate Islamic thought.  

“

” 

Delegation members praised the transformation brought about by the Charter of Makkah during the meeting. 

Faith and Community 
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et's Biography and Islamic 
Civilization—also known as 
the Prophetic Biography Mu-
seum—and called for repli-
cating the experience in vari-
ous countries—including the 
British capital—given its rich 
educational content and the 
powerful messages it conveys 
through impressive modern 
technology.

They expressed strong support 
for transferring the museum 
experience to the city of Lon-
don—and from there to tens 
of millions of annual visitors—
backing the initiative through 
all available means so that it 

may serve as a platform con-

necting Muslim minorities with 

the life of their noble Prophet, 

peace be upon him, and present-

ing to the world the truth of his 

blessed biography.

The delegation expressed strong support 
for transferring the experience of the Pro‑
phetic Biography Museum to the city of 

London and from there to tens of millions 
of annual visitors

“

” 

The meeting called for opening a Prophetic Biography Museum branch in London to connect Muslims with the life of their noble Prophet.
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At the invitation of the President of the 
Republic of Albania, Mr. Bajram Begaj, 
the country welcomed the Secretary 
General of the Muslim World League 
and Chairman of the Organization of 
Muslim Scholars, Sheikh Dr. Muham-
mad bin Abdulkarim Al‑Issa, to deliv-

er the Eid al‑Fitr sermon at the Great 
Mosque of Tirana, the largest mosque 
in Albania and the Balkans. The sermon 
drew a large congregation, including 
leading Albanian scholars headed by the 
Grand Mufti and President of the Islam-
ic Community of Albania, Sheikh Bujar 

By
MWL

Secretary General delivers 
Eid sermon in Albania

The Great Mosque of Tirana is the
largest in Albania and the Balkans

Faith and Community 

Dr. Al‑Issa leading the Eid prayer at the Great Mosque of Tirana.
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Spahiu.

Dr. Al‑Issa opened his sermon by 
extending heartfelt congratula-
tions to the Islamic Ummah on 
the occasion of Eid al‑Fitr, un-
derscoring that it is a day of joy, 
gratitude to Allah, and renewal 
of Islamic values. He emphasized 
the importance of strengthening 
bonds of faith and reinforcing the 
ties of brotherhood. He further 
noted that Eid is a day of toler-
ance and an opportunity to deep-
en love and goodwill—values that 
Islam extends to Muslims and 
non‑Muslims alike.

He went on to highlight the Qu-
ran’s guidance as “the most up-
right path,” offering the most en-
lightened and just framework for 
individuals in all aspects of life—
belief, worship, dealings, and be-

havior. Dr. Al‑Issa affirmed that 
Allah sent our Prophet, peace 
be upon him, with a sound nat-
ural disposition and high moral 
character. Through these innate 
principles and noble values, 
his message reached the world, 
leading people to embrace Islam 
with open hearts. Today, Mus-

lims number nearly two billion, 
and since the dawn of Islam, no 
force has been able to challenge 
its truth or weaken the faith of its 
followers; rather, attempts rooted 
in ignorance and hostility have 
only strengthened their convic-
tion.

Dr. Al‑Issa also stressed the im-

Dr. Al‑Issa emphasized the Quran’s      
guidance as “the most upright path” and 

called for strengthening brotherhood,   
compassion, and the ethical image of Islam

“

” 

The Secretary General addresses worshippers during the Eid sermon in Tirana.
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portance of preserving the repu-
tation of Islam, stating: “There is 
no doubt that every Muslim takes 
pride in their religion, but true 
pride is demonstrated through 
action. Likewise, every Muslim 
cares about Islam’s image, but 
genuine and beneficial concern 

lies in each of us being an ambas-

sador of goodness for our faith, 

embodying the steadfast princi-

ples and high values of Islam—

values that are not swayed by 

circumstances, desires, provoca-

tions, or agitation.”

He praised Albania for its re-
markable social harmony, de-
scribing its people as an exem-
plary model of religious devotion, 
societal cohesion, and peace. He 
commended their distinguished 
example of coexistence, toler-
ance, and noble ethics, as well as 
their active and influential role 
within their nation and the wider 
world.

Dr. Al‑Issa further underscored 
the centrality of the family as 
the cornerstone of every nation, 
serving as the nucleus of society 
and its primary safeguard. In this 
context, he highlighted the vital 
role of a believing woman in her 
community and her significant 
contribution to raising righteous 
generations and building strong, 
resilient families.

Addressing a large congregation in         
Albania’s Great Mosque, the sermon 

praised the nation’s model of coexistence 
and urged Muslims to embody Islam’s   

noble values in action

“

” 

Faith and Community 

Worshippers listening to the Eid sermon in Tirana.
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Makkah is home to many land-
marks dating back to the 
time of the Prophet Muham-

mad, peace be upon him. Among them 

is Mount Noor, crowned by the Cave of 

Hira, where the Prophet used to wor-

ship before the revelation of the Qur’an’s 

first verses. There is also Mount Thawr, 

where he and Abu Bakr Al-Siddiq, may 
Allah be pleased with him, sought refuge 
during the migration to Madina.

The city also hosts several historic 
mosques pilgrims encounter as they per-
form Hajj. These mosques commemorate 
defining moments in the spread of Islam, 
and many still stand today as enduring 

By 
Abdullah 
Hussein

Makkah’s historic mosques
Cradles of faith along the Hajj path
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witnesses to an extraordinary 
history that shaped a global faith.

Al-Jinn Mosque

Located between the road lead-

ing to Al-Ma‘la Cemetery and Al-

Ma‘la Street, it is believed to have 

been built in the second or third 

century AH (eighth or ninth cen-

tury CE). The structure has been 
renovated several times over the 
centuries, most recently in 2000, 
during the reign of King Fahd bin 
Abdulaziz, when it was expanded 
to feature a contemporary design 
that incorporates its traditional 
stone exteriors.

Al-Ijabah Mosque

Al-Ijabah Mosque stands in the 
al-Ma‘abda district, to the left of 
the road to Mina. It is believed 
to have been built in the 2nd 
century AH (719 – 816 CE). The 
mosque was later reconstructed 
in a modern style and now covers 
about 400 square meters. It was 
last restored in 1998.

Al-Bay‘ah (the Pledge) Mosque

About 300 meters northeast 
of the Great Jamarah (Jamrat 
al-Aqabah), this open-air mosque 
is on the southern slope of Mount 
Thabir, overlooking Mina. It com-
memorates the Second Pledge of 
Al-Aqabah, when 72 men and two 
women from the Aws and Khazraj 
tribes pledged their loyalty and 
support to the Prophet, peace be 
upon him, in the thirteenth year 
of his mission. The mosque was 
built later, in 144 AH (approxi-
mately 761 CE), by the Abbasid 
Caliph Abu Ja‘far al-Mansur to 
commemorate the event.

Al-Khayf Mosque

Situated at the southern foot of 
Mina near the First Jamarah, al-
Khayf Mosque was built where 
the Prophet, peace be upon him, 
was reported to have offered 
prayer when he was in Mina. The 
structure was expanded and ren-
ovated in 1987 while preserving 
its inscriptions that date back to 
625 AH (between 1227 and 1228 

Al-Jinn Mosque

Faith and Community 
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CE) The mosque has also been in-
cluded in the Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman Project for the Devel-
opment of Historical Mosques.

Al-Mash‘ar al-Haram Mosque

On the road back from Ara-
fat through Muzdalifah stands 
al-Mash‘ar al-Haram Mosque, 
marking the site where the 
Prophet, peace be upon him, 
stopped and prayed during his 
Farewell Pilgrimage. It was ex-
panded in 1975 and now covers 
5,040 square meters, with a ca-
pacity for 12,000 worshippers. 
It has two minarets, three main 
entrances, and decorative win-
dows and balconies surrounding 
its roof.

Al-Ijabah Mosque

Al-Khayf Mosque
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Namira Mosque

One of the most significant sites 
in Arafat, the Namira Mosque, is 
where the Prophet, peace be upon 
him, delivered the last sermon, 
Khutbat al-Wada'a. Each year on 
the Day of Arafah, tens of thou-
sands of pilgrims pray the com-
bined noon and afternoon prayers 
there, following his example.

Its largest expansion occurred 
during the Saudi era, at a cost of 
237 million riyals. Covering more 
than 110,000 square meters, the 
mosque can accommodate 350,000 
worshippers. It has six 60-me-
ter-high minarets, three domes, 
and ten main entrances with 64 
doors. A dedicated broadcasting 
room transmits the sermon and 
prayers worldwide via satellite.

Al-Bay‘ah (Pledge) Mosque

Al-Mash‘ar Al-Haram Mosque

Faith and Community 
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Al-Hudaybiyah Mosque

Located in the al-Shumaisi area, 
about 24 kilometers from the 
Grand Mosque, al-Hudaybiyah 
Mosque stands near the historic 
well of the same name, where the 
Prophet, peace be upon him, took 
the Pledge of Ridwan under a tree 
with his companions. The modern 
structure was built beside the orig-
inal stone-and-plaster ruin.

Al-Ji‘ranah Mosque

In the small village of al-Ji‘ranah, 
near al-Sharā’i district on the road 
to Taif, stands the mosque marking 
the boundary of the Haram. It is 
believed to have been built before 
the ninth century CE at the site 
where the Prophet, peace be upon 
him, assumed ihram to perform 
umrah after the Battle of Ta’if.Namira Mosque

Al-Taneem Mosque
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Al-Taneem Mosque

Located about 7 kilometers 
from the Grand Mosque, al-
Taneem Mosque was built 
in 854 CE at the site where 
Aisha, may Allah be pleased 
with her, assumed ihram 
during the Prophet’s pil-
grimage. Also known as the 
Mosque of Aisha or the ‘Um-
rah Mosque, it is the most 
common place where resi-
dents and visitors of Makkah 
begin their ‘umrah. The com-
plex covers 84,000 square 
meters, with the mosque it-
self occupying 6,000 square 
meters and accommodating 
around 15,000 worshippers. 
Its design blends contem-
porary Islamic architecture 
with traditional decorative 
elements.

Al-Ji‘ranah Mosque

Al-Hudaybiyah Mosque
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PEACE


