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Letter From the Editor

Need of a Cultural Dialogue

The While this edition goes to the press, the 
MWL is organizing an international conference 
in New York through Sept. 16-17 on “Cultural 
Communications between the United States 
and the Muslim world”.

The best answer to the theory of “Clash of 
Civilizations”, propounded well by Samuel P. 
Huntington, an American scholar, would have 
always been a dialogue among the very civi-
lizations – an opening of a communications 
channel between different cultures – to talk, 
and listen to, each other; to appreciate each 
other and understand each other, if the world 
was to be made any better place to live in.

MWL Secretary-General Sheikh Dr. Mu-
hammed bin AbdulKarim Al-Issa has aptly said 
that this “fake theory of the clash of civiliza-
tions, which has stirred hatred and racism, has 
harmed this relationship of unique human civi-
lization and blocked a smooth process of com-
munications and an exchange of knowledge”, 
which had been a hallmark of any civilization 
to make progress and prosperity.

Consistent, relentless dialogue would have 
been a perfect framework and an essential nar-
rative for the global coexistence, and a peace-
ful resolution of the differences among commu-
nities, if any.

This was important; much more important 
than discussing and theorizing clashes or re-
aligning cultural forces, pitting one community 
against the other.

The Makkah-based MWL may not be the 

first organization to take such initiatives, but 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and its benevo-
lent kings, has definitely been at the forefront to 
patronize such dialogues that were held under 
the aegis of MWL in many parts of the world. 
Such efforts certainly do not go away without 
producing some tangible results.

The above-mentioned two-day seminar is 
being held under the sponsorship of Custodi-
an of the Two Holy Mosques King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz to explore and restore the cultural 
communications between the two great civili-
zations.

The seminar intends to address the whole 
gamut of the basic principles of mutual exis-
tence on the earth like “The cultural contribu-
tion between the US and the Islamic world”; 
“The Islamic contribution to the promotion of 
world peace”; “Muslims in the USA — Inte-
gration and citizenship”; and so on.

This is at least one global campaign that 
Saudi Arabia has relentlessly, and in all sincer-
ity, pursued, stirring important countries like 
the United States, Germany, Russia, France, 
Japan and all the Muslims countries to rally 
behind to make it successful, but a sustained 
campaign to counter a rising tide of hatred and 
to make the earth a livable place for the man-
kind.

Inside, a brief report on the conference has 
been published, but hopefully we will come up 
with a comprehensive account of the delibera-
tions in the next edition.



2 l Muharram1439/October 2017 l

C  O  N  T  E  N  T  S
Vo

l.4
6 

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

 l
 
M

uh
ar

ra
m

14
39

/O
ct

ob
er

 2
01

7 
 l

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
No

.1

Jo
ur

na
l

Th
e 

M
us

lim
 W

or
ld

 L
ea

gu
e

Secretary-General
H.E. Dr. Muhammad Abdulkarim Al-Issa

Supervisor General 
Media Affairs Dept.

Adel bin Zamil Al-Harbi

Chief Editor
Dr. Osman Abu Zeid

Editor
Mohammad Zakir Hossain

Layout and Graphic Designer
Khaled Awad Al-Muazzin

The Muslim World League Journal
P.O. Box: 537

Makkah, Saudi Arabia
Tel/ Fax: 00966 (012) 5600923

E-mail:
mwljournal@themwl.org

www.themwl.org

Restoring the cultural order Dr. Al-Issa appreciates King Sal-
man’s directives to host pilgrims

MWL Secretary General urges promotion

 of moderate Islam, fight against extremism..................................18

Arab News launches ‘Hajj App’ in partnership with Muslim World 

League................................................................................................21

Based on International Criminal Law, the  Myanmar killers ‘as 

bad as Daesh,’ MWL says................................................................22

The Closure of Al-Aqsa Mosque and the Reaction of the Muslim 

World

Dr. Mozammel Haque....................................................................26
Man as a third dimensional being in the Qur’an and social sci-

ences

Prof Mahmoud Dhaouadi..............................................................34
The most beautiful and largest mosque in Germany ...................38

Muslim Women in the Netherlands and the Inter-cultural Dialogue

104



l Muharram1439/October 2017 l 3

C  O  N  T  E  N  T  S
Annual Subscription Rates

Saudi Arabia
Individual subscribers: SR. 36

Organizations: SR. 100

Other Countries
Individual subscribers: $20

Organizations: $26

Cheques payable to Muslim 
World League may be sent to

Circulation & Subscription Deptt.
Muslim World League,

P.O. Box: 537
Makkah, Saudi Arabia

All articles and correspondence 
may please be addressed to Chief 
Editor, The Muslim World League 
Journal. While we reserve the right 
to edit, summarise or reject any con-
tribution, no article, report or letter 
will be returned to the sender.

Views expressed in The Muslim 
World League Journal do not neces-
sarily represent those of the Muslim 
World League. Articles published 
may, however, be reproduced with 
acknowledgement.

MWL forum highlights moder-
ate approach of Islam

India’s Hindutva Agenda: 
Threat to Minorities in India

Tijani Boulaouali............................................................................46
London Forum calls for effective

means to counter Islamophobia......................................................52

The Dark Ages of Pre Islam

Ahmad Wahaj Siddiquie.................................................................54
Islamic Finance & Corporate  Governance

Dr. Abdel Gadir Warsama Ghalib..................................................58
Biharis and their sacrifices for Pakistan

Dr. Ali Al-Ghamdi...........................................................................60
Yusha Evans - the Revert to Islam

Dr. Munqidh Ben Mahmoud Assaqar

Translated by Sadok Salehi................................................................62

Turkey fulfills wish of Ghanaian villager dreaming of Hajj

Anadolu Agency..............................................................................64

4013



4 l Muharram1439/October 2017 l

Civilization Interaction Conference
between Muslim World and USA 

New York - Osama Al Jama’an

With the participation of the UN and presence of 450 
figures of knowledge and intellect representing 56 
states and the biggest Islamic and U.S intellectual 
and cultural organizations, the Muslim World League 
kicked off the activities of a conference themed “Civi-
lizational Communication between the United States 
of America and the Islamic World” 
Secretary General of the Muslim World League Sheikh 

Dr. Mohammed bin Abdulkarim Al-Issa attended the 
opening. Amongst attendees are; Secretary-General 
of the World Council of Religious Leaders Bawa 
Jain, Secretary General of the World Council of Re-
ligions for Peace Dr. William Vendley, Senior Vice 
President for Spiritual Development at Liberty Uni-
versity Dr. David Nasser, Secretary General of the 
Forum for Promoting Peace in Muslim Communities 
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Dr. Mohammed Matar Al Kaabi, Al-Azhar Deputy 
Dr. Abbass Shuman, Secretary-General of the Organi-
zation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Dr. Yousef Bin 
Ahmad Al-Othaimeen, President of the General Presi-
dency for the Affairs of the Two Holy Mosques Dr. 
Abdul Rahman Ibn Abdul Aziz Al-Sudais, President 
of the Forum for Promoting Peace in Muslim Commu-
nities Sheikh Abdallah Bin Bayyah and United States 
Ambassadress-at-Large for International Religious 
Freedom at the UN Suzan Denise Johnson Cook.
In his word during the opening ceremony, Secretary 
General of the Muslim World League Dr. Mohammed 
bin Abdulkarim Al-Issa explained that the civiliza-
tional communication between the Muslim World and 
the United States established an extended history in 
human, cognitive, economic and political exchange. 
He said that this distinguished civilizational relation-
ship has unmasked the grave mistake of the conflict 
of civilization theory based on evoking hatred and 
racism as well as building illusory barriers that might 
have been so severe even in relation to the commonal-
ities and cognitive and humanitarian exchange. This is 
a serious decline of the human brain that totally goes 
out of the normal think away from all civilizational 
concepts due to the fact of unaccepting the other out 
of pessimism, hatred or wrong conception. Undoubt-
edly, this will lead to dispensing with all possible and 
multi options that bring closer and please all parties 
together. Such a civilizational coexistence doesn’t 
necessarily mean that everyone is convinced of the 
other’s standpoints, but most importantly we must be 
able to understand God’s wisdom behind difference 
and diversity, coexist and cooperate on the light of this 
understanding to serve the mutual interests and entire 
humanity, enhance social peace and intellectual secu-
rity, defeat evils and strengthen concepts of charity, 
justice and legitimate freedoms to everyone without 

religious, doctrinal, ethnic or political discrimination 
or other sort. 
 Dr. Al-Issa made clear that terrorist leaders confirmed 
they intellectually meet with some of their enemies 
(representatives of anti-extremist) unanimously agree 
upon one thing that is everyone’s conviction and pro-
motion of this theory calling for the humanity conflict 
whether for religious, doctrinal, intellectual or cultural 
considerations. This intellectual risk comes out of the 
belief of its holders that our planet shouldn’t have 
more than an opinion or conviction. Perhaps some of 
them took the risk and called for one race and cancel-
ling other races using any means of cancelling pro-
vided. This is undoubtedly an intellectual catastrophe 
leading to a humanitarian one.  
The Muslim World League’s Secretary General con-
tinued saying: “This disorder in the function of con-
sciousness and thinking has caused several calamities 
to humanity. The League is in charge of global hu-
manitarian missions and messages calling for commu-
nication, understanding and closure in order to serve 
the mutual interests and the entire humanity and an-
chor the consciousness that difference, diversity and 
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pluralism are divine rules for which we should employ 
consciousness and thinking that “God has granted us 
to reach the right we’ve been seeking in any area. We 
cannot force others to take our opinion, and if we don’t 
believe in these divine rules, so humanity will be in a 
permanent conflict because there cannot be a single 
opinion on the land.”
He added “Historical events that have been witnessing 
horrible catastrophes of the conflict should be calling 
for a theory of closure, communication and communi-
cation as well as alliance of civilizations to terminate 
that conflict as the intellectual disorder has ended up 
with its wrong analysis of these catastrophes to a pes-
simistic understanding of what consciousness, insight 
and sound treatment should be.”
The conference’s activities were initiated with the 
speech delivered by Secretary-General of the World 
Council of Religious Leaders Bawa Jain who ex-
pressed gratitude for the Muslim world League and its 
officials for their success in convening this significant 
conference. He voiced his admiration of the develop-
ment witnessed by the League recently
Jain compared the current situation of Muslims liv-
ing in the United States to the suffering of the black 
minority in the 1960s. He asserted that no country is 
more capable of handling this situation than the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia KSA that is always keen on the 
interests of Muslims in every spot around the world. 
Jain said that the number of Muslims in the United 
States will be more than fifty millions in 2050 and that 
both sides should share their fears and concerns to re-
move obstacles hindering development in the world. 
Jain talked about the wrong common image of Mus-
lims in the United States due to its capacity as being 
one of the biggest threats to social stability, hoping 
bridges would be established via personal communi-
cations among people and direct talk with everyone. 
The Secretary-General of the World Council of Reli-
gious Leaders called for moving from the stage of ac-
cepting the other to respecting the other, stressing the 
necessity of the U.S Muslim people’s participation in 
the public life and civil activities, patriotism and com-
mitment to the interests of their country and citizens.
On his part, Secretary General of the World Council 
of Religions for Peace Dr. William Vendley praised 
the League and its newly-appointed leaderships, say-
ing that cooperation linking the World Council of 
Religions to the World Muslim League makes him 
so proud of such a strong relationship between both 
institutions. He expressed his aspirations for constant 

cooperation among all parties so as to establish peace 
in the world.
Vendley said that the U.S-Muslim World relationship 
comes out of both sides’ desire to provide support to 
all members of humanity. He stressed the important 
role of lofty principles which hold common value be-
tween the two nations. He also emphasized that the 
great civilizations emerge only from great religions 
and this is one of the common factors between the 
United Sates and the Muslim World. 

Vendley voiced his confidence that the call for do-
ing good stressed by Islam and Christianity is able to 
strengthen bonds between the United States and the 
Muslim countries, adding that solidarity between two 
nations has the potential to push back the forces of 
evil and spread peace.
As for the stereotype of Muslims in the United States, 
Vendley said that continuing dialogue between the two 
sides will dispel misunderstandings and bring closer 
viewpoints since good intentions and sincere action 
are available.
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Senior Vice President for Spiritual Development at 
Liberty University Dr. David Nasser commenced his 
address by greeting the world Muslim League for hold-
ing a conference on means of reinforcing the relation-
ship between the United States and the Muslim World. 
He said that his personal experience as an Iranian emi-
grant made him realize the importance of merging into 
the new communities and brought to him how easy to 
achieve that goal since there is sincerity shown by the 
individual and acceptance by the community.
Dr. Nasser the approach of his Christian university 
with regard to enhancing the values of tolerance and 
openness among the students and pushing them to-
wards communication with Muslims of the United 
States who enjoy the same religious commitment 
which is calling for supporting development and 
achieving prosperity.
Dr. Nasser focused on the effective role that could 
be played by the intraregional projects to strengthen 
ties between the United States and the Muslim world, 
stressing the necessity of providing the solid will to 
achieve the targets and repudiate despair and defeat-
ism. 
In turn, Chairman of the General Authority of Islamic 

Affairs and Endowments in the United Arab Emir-
ates. Dr. Mohammed Matar Al Kaabi stressed the 
importance of exchanging opinions and experiences 
concerning the positive and effective communication 
between the United States and the Muslim World. He 
said that reaching means of enhancing dialogue be-
tween the two nations is continuous on all levels, es-
pecially after the U.S-Arab-Muslim Summit hosted 
by Riyadh. 
Al-Kaabi added that the Muslim nations opine that the 
civilizational communication with the United States 
should be based on common values including princi-
ples of the Islamic Civilization, the perfect principles 
in the U.S Constitution and that glorify freedom, es-
tablish democracy, invoke the law and respect the hu-
man rights. Accordingly, the U.S ties with the Gulf 
Cooperation Council states were built in solid founda-
tions of common values, civilizational integrity and 
interdependence of joint interests and cooperation 
concerning all issues on both regional and interna-
tional levels.
Dr. Al-Kaabi said that doctrinal, ethnic and sectarian 
conflicts witnessed by the world on a daily basis rep-
resent real threat to this civilizational communication. 
Leaders of intellect, decision makers, men of religion 
and decision centers should take rapid and firm proce-
dures to face these serious challenges in order to boost 
dialogue, spread values of love instead of war, replace 
hostility and hatred with the culture of tolerance and 
coexistence and replace injustice and oppression with 
justice and peace.
Dr. Al-Kaabi said that the United States and lead-
ers of the Muslim World have agreed to build strong 
partnership to stand against extremism and terror and 
achieve peace and stability and development interna-
tionally. They stressed their commitment to fighting 
the entire forms of terror and its intellectual roots and 
drying up the source of its funding and enhancing co-
existence and cooperation among nations as well as 
providing safe and stable environment. Leaders also 
sought to establish strategic partnership between the 
United States and the Muslim World to coordinate 
situations and visions and reinforce the scientific con-
struction, cognitive cooperation, research cooperation 
and building capacities in the entire fields to reach the 
best results.
Dr. Al-Kaabi added that the religious institutions that 
represent moderation in the Muslim World exerts great 
efforts to enhance communication and here is the Mus-
lim World League calls everyone in the conference to 
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correct the religious concepts distorted by extremists 
who have taken them as a cover for their criminal and 
terrorist practices. He wrapped up his speech by as-
serting that everyone is asked to confront fanaticism 
and extremism. On his part, Secretary-General of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Dr. Yousef 
Bin Ahmad Al-Othaimeen thanked the Muslim World 
League for convening the conference, mentioning that 
the OIC believes in the role of dialogue in reinforcing 
mutual respect and understanding among peoples. 
Dr. Al-Othaimeen said that establishing peaceful co-
existence aims at serving the United States and the 
Muslim World alike; stressing that enhancing interde-
pendence among nations protects them from falling 
into the grasp of hatred and discrimination.
Dr. Al-Othaimeen called for combating Islamophobia, 
racism and xenophobia by adopting a comprehensive 
approach of dialogue between the United States and 
the Muslim nations. He stressed the importance of fo-
cusing on the common factors between both nations to 
provide for a helpful dialogue for the two parties.
The OIC Secretary General said that the challenges in 
the way of both sides command them to unify efforts 
to inculcate values of dialogue and embody them in 
the daily life.

In his word, President of the General Presidency for 
the Affairs of the Two Holy Mosques Dr. Abdul Rah-
man Ibn Abdul Aziz Al-Sudais expressed his happi-
ness for taking part in the conference, mentioning that 
the joint humanitarian origin among people calls them 
to distance themselves from distinction and resort to 
peace and dialogue.
Dr. Al-Sudais talked about sorts of communication 
among nations and their role in strengthening relation-
ships among humans. He stressed the leading role of 
the KSA in the field of civilizational communication 
and called for spreading this culture in the entire coun-
tries for the fruits that it brings to enhance the values 
of justice and equality among humans. 

With regard to the U.S- Muslim relationship, Dr. As-
Sudais stressed the necessity of activating the entire 
channels aimed at reconstruction the earth and spread-
ing good as well as confronting callers for extremism 
and terror by adopting science-based means. 
In his word to the attendees, President of the Forum 
for Promoting Peace in Muslim Communities Sheikh 
Abdallah Bin Bayyah referred to the role of the KSA 
in enhancing peace among nations and embracing 
the Muslim World league headquarter in Mecca that 
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embodies the great history not only to Islam but for 
the great Ibrahimi family. He asserted that the KSA 
possesses the entire humanitarian and religious values 
and is worthy of leading the Muslim world for such 
meetings and conferences.
Sheikh Abdallah Bin Bayyah stressed the importance 
of the conference that comes at a very critical timing 
while the entire globes faces risks that may end the 
human march. It is the first time in history that man-
kind has weapons by which the entire earth could be 
destroyed.
|His Excellency diagnosed the human civilization 
as the disease, saying that the efforts exerted by the 
Muslim world League highly contribute to enhancing 
dialogue, acquaintance and dialogue. He praised the 
League’s initiative for opening horizons of dialogue 
always. He described the League as the ancient insti-
tution that is considered as a platform for dialogue and 
exchange of ideas and is efficiently led by Dr. Mo-
hammed bin Abdul Karim Al-Issa.
Sheikh Abdallah Bin Bayyah also tackled the Muslim-
U.S relationships, making clear that they are based in 
the four joint humanitarian values which are mercy, 
wisdom, interest and justice and that represent the 

core of coexistence among humans. He asserted that 
all these values are pursuant to the U.S Constitution.
He concluded his speech by stressing that it is impor-
tant for each body to introduce itself to the other in a 
good manner and believe in the values of dialogue and 
support all coexistence and tolerance initiatives, and 
he wished good luck for conference.
Later, Al-Azhar Deputy Dr. Abbass Shuman deliv-
ered his speech in which he said that the “Civiliza-
tional Communication between the United States of 
America and the Islamic World” Conference comes in 
very critical circumstances witnessed by the Muslim 
countries and others to stress the importance of this 
communication and to be aware that the only way-out 
is by adopting the culture of peace rather than the cul-
ture of war and oppression that have proven its failure 
in ending disputes or making permanent gains over 
different eras.
Dr. Shuman said that the serious joint action between 
Muslims and the United States can offer too much to 
the entire world. He said that if we want to do that, so 
we should convince Muslims and others that our trend 
is sincere and that we work together for the sake of 
good for humanity and rebuild renaissance away from 
political inducements.
Dr. Shuman pointed out that the civilizational commu-
nication between Muslims and holders of other faiths 
is in the focus of Islam and by receiving delegations 
as Prophet Mohammad, peace be upon him, received 
a Christian delegation from Najran and sent many 
envoys to the kings of Persia, Abyssinia., Egypt and 
Yemen. This communication between Muslims and 
non-Muslims lasted over next eras. 
He added: “The entire civilizations cannot deny the 
efforts of Ibn al-Haytham, Avicenna and Ibn al-Bayṭār 
and the benefit form Abu al-Qasim Abbas ibn Firnas’s 
experiment. The Islamic Civilization has benefited 
from the different cultures that have reached the peak 
during the Abbasid era when houses of wisdom were 
built and translations flourished.”
Dr. Shuman mentioned that Islam teaches us that dif-
ference in religion or faith shouldn’t be a reason for 
conflict or discord, as all peoples have commonalities 
that they should work on.
Al-Azhar Deputy gave an example represented in Is-
lam’s early openness to the non-Muslims when Proph-
et Mohammad, peace be upon him, sought the help of 
a non-Muslim man on the Prophetic Migration Day, 
to give a lesson that all Muslims at this age should 
realize it well.
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Mina -- Saudi Arabia has achieved great success in 
eradicating terrorism, Secretary General of the MWL 
Dr. Muhammed Abdulkareem Al-Issa has said.

Some deviant elements, the Secretary General said, 
even sought to target the holy sites in disregard to their 
sanctities. “However, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
— with Allah’s help and with cooperation from the 

Kingdom’s brothers and friends — has achieved great 
success in thwarting all their attempts and drying up 
their sources firmly and persistently.”

The Secretary General of the MWL was address-
ing the participants at the annual reception for heads 
of state, Islamic dignitaries, guests of Custodian of 
the Two Holy Mosques, guests of government bodies 

Dr. Al-Issa appreciates King Salman’s
directives to host pilgrims

Muhammad Zakir Hossasin
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and heads of delegations and pilgrim affairs offices, 
who performed Hajj this year. “The Kingdom of Sau-
di Arabia represents the heart of the Muslim world. 
Therefore, it realizes the hopes and pains of Muslims 
everywhere, strives to achieve unity, cooperation and 
solidarity in our Muslim world, and achieves security 
and peace in the whole world,” Dr. Al-Issa said.

The Secretary General added: “Almighty Allah has 
honored this country and its people with the service of 
the Two Holy Mosques and their visitors who come to 
perform Hajj and Umrah. The Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia has utilized all its human and material potentials to 
enable pilgrims to perform Hajj in ease and comfort. 
We are determined — with Allah’s help — to proceed 
in achieving the highest level of services for the Two 
Holy Mosques and the holy sites within an integrated 
system aiming to increase the facilitation of Hajj per-
formance and the safety of the visitors of the Grand 
Mosque and the Prophet’s Mosque. 

The Full Text of Speech of H.E. Dr. Muhammed 
Abdulkarim Al-Issa, Secretary General of the Mus-
lim World League at Pilgrims Royal Reception in 
Mina on Saturday 11 Dhul-Hijjah1438H (2nd Sep-
tember 2017)

Praise be to Allah alone; peace and blessing be 
upon our Prophet Muhammad , his family and com-
panions.

Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Salman 
bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud

Your Excellences, Your Highnesses Your Emi-
nences

Distinguished Guests
Assalamu Alaikom Wa Rahmatullah Wa Bar-

akatuh
From the rostrum of this blessed and purified 

place, which is currently hosting  prominent Islamic 
personalities, under  the kind patronage  and direct su-
pervision of Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, we 
profoundly thank Allah Almighty for the easiness that 
He facilitated  for pilgrims (the guests of Allah) for 
assisting them to perform their Hajj (pilgrimage) in 
security and faith, while they are also surrounded by 
due serenity and  tranquility. This is evident because 
the Almighty has made available for the service of 
these sacred places those who were honored  to sin-
cerely serve them, honestly shouldered the responsi-
bility of preserving them intact and warmly received 
this magnificent gathering.

The faith feeling, on which the hearts of (1,800, 

000,000) Muslims in the world are knotted, is con-
spicuously manifested in this dignified scene , sur-
passing the  apparent unity to the purity of conscienc-
es. Muslims have indeed loved each other for the sake 
of Allah as they loved benevolence for each human 
being. Since their bodies united over a single name 
and slogan, which is Islam, their souls need more than 
ever before to meet and become close to each other.

The Muslim World League seeks according to its 
renewed vision to enhance these  values in the Islamic 
conscience together with bridging the relation of hu-
man exchange with all. Therefore, it was incumbent 
duty upon it, as an international Islamic organization, 
to achieve this objective by removing the dividing 
barriers that have been installed by extremism, appre-
hension as well as falsely created and nourished by 
fanaticism, hatred and material calculations.

Terrorism, which is falsely attributed to Islam, and 
the counter terrorism (Islamopbia)  have never joined 
each other in any action like their association  in erect-
ing these barriers, misleading humanity and inflaming 
its various disputes. In  fact, every party has welcome 
the risky actions of the other. Therefore, we find that 
terrorism has concentrated its  desperate actions on 
the countries that enjoy the most kind of coexistence 
in order to create inside these countries the religious 
and cultural disputes. Terrorism will win its betting 
whenever its objectives  are achieved from its crimes. 
In fact, its desperate  situation forced it  to suffice it-
self with its sheer acoustic phenomenon. For, it was 
assisted in this tendency by the fact that the crime 
doesn’t cost it more that perpetrating an act of running 
a vehicle over peaceful and defenseless pedestrians or 
stabbing a group of people with a knife, whereas it 
bets on instigating hatred and escalation, attempting to 
transfer moderation area to confrontation.  

In Muslim minority countries in particular, terror-
ism has deliberately adopted the dissemination of the 
culture of militancy, especially in regard to separa-
tion  between religious identity and national identity 
(one). Thus, it has mobilized those kidnapped from 
their true religion by misleading against the very coun-
tries that embraced, educated, patronized and granted 
them equal opportunities  till they disputed with them 
in their systems and cultures, despite the fact they 
came to them as immigrants on the condition that they 
respect all the above benefits as there is neither treach-
erousness nor deception in Allah’s religion.

Terrorism has prescribed in its syllabuses books 
that it attributed to certain scholars but it took from 
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them what it wanted out of context and left out what it 
deemed inappropriate, plus adding and deleting what 
served its purpose. However, before that, terrorism 
has defrauded  people  with  what was greater in sin 
as it presumably indicated that it followed the Holy 
Qur’an and Immaculate Sunnah. But all the above is 
nothing but a manoeuvring over  wide titles to use as 
a snipping means.

We have deeply thanked Allah that the awareness 
programs followed  by  the Muslim World League in 
refuting all the above allegations have fructified inter-
nationally; and they are still following its march. Fur-
thermore, the Muslim World League’s relief programs 
have been up to the glorious  way of Islam. It has not 
demanded from others in exchange for these programs 
anything neither in terms of religion nor schools of 
thought nor otherwise, but followed the true path of 
Shari’ah in its humanitarian and ethical dimension.

The creator has profound wisdom in the differ-
ence of our colors and tongues so that we take it as 
the general evidence for disposition of difference and 
diversity, whereas Islam has invalidated  distinction 
among mankind except for the principle embodied in 
this particular verse in which Allah says “Verily the 
most honored  of you in the sight of Allah is (he who 
is) most righteous”  Qur’an 49:13 

Likewise, the Creator  has destined the unity of  the 
human family. He says, “ O mankind ! fear Your 
Guardian Lord , Who has created you from a single 
soul” Qur’an 4:1.Whoever has no patience with coex-
istence inside this universal one family is considered 
outside it; and whoever made distinction between it 
and its humanity is considered to have missed it. 

All have the right for living and protection with 
the exception of the one who has exercised a harmful 
act. However, obnoxious hatred and narrow  exclu-
sion, that failed to accept this fact, wandered in their 
respective  disputes and wars. The human beings are 
in dire need- more than ever before- of  meeting over 
what is common between them , not instigating  their 
differences over dangerous standard.

They are also in greater need - more than ever be-
fore-  of formulating their behavior on the methodol-
ogy of knowing the other and dealing with him  with 
the discourse of wisdom, elasticity and containment, 
without confining  themselves to emphasizing his er-
ror and branding him ignorant, in addition to ridicul-
ing him.

Therefore, it is essential that we fully comprehend 
how we agree and how we disagree. For, there is  nei-

ther a sustainable security nor a real development in 
our world without promotion of awareness and ideol-
ogy as well as enhancement of the meanings of hu-
man harmony with peace, mercy and love. Allah says 
“We have sent you not, but as mercy for all creatures” 
Qur’an 21:107. He also says, “It is part of the mercy 
of Allah that you did deal gently with them. If you had 
been harsh -hearted, they would have  broken away 
from about you” Qur’an 3:159 .

The Holy Qur’an has provided a specific type of 
up-bringing that formulated the conduct of Muslim. 
Allah says in conducting dialogue with those with 
whom you are in disagreement “ Say: You shall not be 
questioned as to our sins, nor shall we questioned as 
to what you do” Qur’an 34:25. Then you remark that 
the Holy Qur’an has rectified the soul of the believing 
individual to accept this presumption as to describe 
his action during dialogue according to the opinion 
of the one you disagree with him  i.e. criminal act, 
whereas the Holy Qur’an described the behavior of 
the  individual embracing dissenting opinion with you 
as sheer action.

This is an end for injecting due confidence in meth-
odology, refinement of behavior and containment of 
the one adopting a dissent. However, does terrorism 
assimilate this rhetoric with which people entered Al-
lah’s religion in crowds and embraced it without any 
coercion..

One has to indicate that the main feature of terror-
ism was the false interpretation of  the Islamic texts, 
taking them partially, out of their context and failure 
to properly understand their meanings and objec-
tives. This is in addition to holdup of its significances 
by  falsifying them in a manner that is far away from 
the jurisprudence of amplitude, easiness, priorities and 
comparison. This is augmented by the erroneous read-
ing of historical incidents, an act that led extremism to 
a virtual result, which is represented in the hatred and 
exclusion of every individual embracing a dissenting 
opinion.

But , the logic of wisdom necessitates that any seri-
ous crime committed in the name of religion , is in its 
reality a crime against the religion itself. 

In conclusion, I supplicate Allah-  to whom all glo-
ry is due-  to abundantly reward  you - Custodian of 
the Two Holy Mosques- for what you have rendered 
(and is still rendering) to Islam, Muslims and all hu-
manity; as well as to accept the performance of the 
pilgrims for their hajj (pilgrimage), and forgive their 
sins.
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MWL forum highlights moderate
approach of Islam

MAKKAH: A number of muftis of the Arab and Islamic 

countries and key Islamic figures in the world, and guests 

of the Muslim World League (MWL) for the current Hajj 

season have lauded King Salman’s efforts in serving and 

defending Islamic causes. They also appreciated his gen-

erous stances in re-opening Al-Aqsa Mosque and high-

lighting the moderate approach and cultural dimension 

of Islam through the establishment of the King Salman 

Center for Global Peace, the Global Center for Combat-

ing Extremist Ideology (GCCEI) and the Saudi Ideologi-

cal War Center (IWC).
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This came in a final statement following their partici-
pation in the Hajj forum which was organized by the 
MWL in Mina titled “Moderation and Tolerance in 
Islam … Texts and facts.” Among the participants of 
the forum were Grand Mufti of Saudi Arabia, Head of 
the Higher Council of Scholars and Chairman of the 
Founding Council of the WML Sheikh Abdulaziz bin 
Abdullah Al-Alsheikh; Secretary-General of WML, 
board chairman of the International Organization of 
Muslim Scholars and member of the Saudi Higher 
Council of Scholars Sheikh Dr. Muhammed bin Ab-
dulKarim Al-Issa; Grand Mufti of Egypt Shawqi Al-
lam; General Mufti of Al-Quds and Palestine Sheikh 
Muhammad Ahmed Husain; Grand Mufti of the 
Chechen Republic Sheikh Salah Medjiyev; Head of 
the Mauritanian Higher Council of Fatwa and  Griev-
ances Sheikh Muhammed Mukhtar bin Imbala; and a 
number of scholars from 72 Arab and Islamic coun-
tries, in addition to Saudi scholars.

In an opening address at the forum, Al-Alsheikh 
stressed that moderation, justice and tolerance are 
key features reflected by Islam and Prophet Muham-
mad (peace be upon him). Al-Alsheikh said one of 

the manifestations of moderation in Islam is what 
is described as qualities of goodness, nobility, ten-
derness, justice, fairness, mercy, brotherhood, love, 
renunciation of unjustified violence and aggression, 
advocacy of forgiveness of wrong doers, patience, 
and charity and mercy to others.

He said all Muslims have to show the bright side 
of Islam by behaving with virtuous Islamic ethics, 
showing good treatment, demonstrating tenderness, 
speaking good words, correlating words with deeds, 
observing honesty in financial and commercial trans-
actions, honoring contracts and promises, keeping 
away from injustice, treachery, lying and harming 
others, and respecting people in their blood, money 
and dignity.

This bright side of Islam has unfortunately disap-
peared in the life of some Muslims and, hence, they 
have harmed Islam with their actions and distorted 
Islam through their heinous deeds, and became an 
obstacle to people entering Islam and taking up its 
teachings and ethics, he said.

Al-Alsheikh called on scholars, preachers, intellec-
tuals and writers to show the side of moderation and 
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tolerance in Islam through their deeds and words, in 
writing and contributing to mass media, and through 
the Internet and social media and other available means 
to remove that which has hidden the reality of Islam to 
allow everyone see the virtues of this religion.

He said every one of us should try in his field and 
within his capabilities to reflect the bright aspects of 
Islam, its virtuous ethics, good conduct, and lofty 
teachings, so that each of us can be an honest mes-
senger and true example of the teachings of this great 
religion.

He appreciated the forum and expressed hope it 
will clearly highlight the tolerance and moderation 
of Islam and its advocacy of noble ethics and values. 
He also expressed thanks to those who were behind 
the convening of the forum, notably the Secretary-
General of the MWL, his assistants and the working 
team in organizing the event.

MWL Secretary General Dr. Al-Issa also ad-
dressed the event and welcomed the attendees. He 
explained the noble values in Islam including mod-
eration and tolerance, adding that everyone should 
practically translate these values away from abstract 
theory.

Practical application will reflect correctness of the 
idea with its effective impact and, above all, honor 
one’s self by observing the true path of Islam and 
avoid non-compliant words with deeds that may of-
fend the image of the religion.

The MWL chief said extremism has many styles 
to pass its deviant ideas. In their attempts to infiltrate 

into the community, the deviants read books of some 
scholars, taking ideas from some, and leaving others. 
He said ignorance among the terrorist groups has jus-
tified them to market the negative image of Islam.

He stressed the need to address the behavior of 
the terrorists based on the approach of knowledge of 
others and to deal with them with a message of wis-
dom, flexibility and containment without limiting to 
falsify, ignore or abuse them. All should know how 
to agree and disagree, and that logic necessitates that 
any verbal or practical offense committed in the name 
of religion is actually a crime against the religion it-
self, he said. He affirmed the importance of scholars, 
preachers and thinkers in clarifying the truth of Islam 
and to address the suspicions, illusions and allega-
tions of which extremists have intentionally passed.

For his part, Grand Mufti of Al-Quds Sheikh 
Muhammad Ahmed Husain expressed thanks to the 
Kingdom for its care for pilgrims in the holy sites to 
perform their rituals peacefully. He also thanks the 
MWL for its invitation to this forum adding that the 
theme of the forum, on moderation, is the core of 
Islam and that such forums will enrich the Islamic 
path.

He said moderation is Islam in all its systems, laws 
and teachings, and said all are responsible to achieve 
moderation starting from family to educational insti-
tutions, schools and religious institutions, especially 
mosques. If these institutions and scholars live up to 
their responsibilities, the culture of moderation will 
reach the sons of Islamic nation.
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He said Al-Aqsa Mosque suf-
fers from Israeli aggression. Mus-
lims experienced an ordeal in oc-
cupied Palestine last July, and in 
this context, he lauded King Sal-
man’s efforts in ending the crisis 
with the support of brothers in a 
number of Islamic countries.

Grand Mufti of Egypt Shawqi 
Allam expressed thanks to the 
MWL Secretary-General and other 
scholars for convening this forum 
and, at same time, congratulated 
the Kingdom for the success of the 
Hajj season and the good arrange-
ments in this regard.

Referring to the theme of the 
forum, Allam said it is of high im-
portance as it represents Islam in 
its reality and texts. He stressed 
the importance of activating mod-
eration and tolerance, adding hat 
pure texts need to be practiced in 
reality, and converting texts from 
abstraction to practice needs great 
intellect.

He said many of revelation 
texts become reality through prac-
tice, and that we need to practice 
the Prophet’s text through fatwa 
because many ideas on which the 
terror organizations depend are 
based on fatwa and not preaching.

Fatwa are the major engines 
and, in this context, he warned 
that the interventions of some 
people who do not how to corre-
late Shari’ah texts with reality on 
the ground. All need sciences such 
as economics, politics and interna-
tional relations, he said.

“Islam is a civilization that 
enters hearts before bodies, and 
we have seen in our history how 
scholars of the companions and 
followers when they went out of 
the Arabian Peninsula did not use 
sermons or just talk but translated 
the meanings of Islam in the form 
of behavior that captured hearts 

before bodies,” he said.
In his address, Grand Mufti of 

the Chechen Sheikh Salah Med-
jiyev said Allah described the Is-
lamic nation as a moderate nation 
and, therefore, the Islamic nation 
obtained the highest honor from 
the God.

He said Shari’ah texts that pro-
mote tolerance and coexistence are 
many, but tolerance is conditional 
on non-takfir and disrespect to 
the basics of Islam because takfiri 
ideas and terror lead to bloodshed 
and destruction.

He said deviant ideas and ter-
rorism in Chechnya came from 
outside in the name of Islam and 
fully destroyed Chechnya where 
the former mufti and first Presi-
dent, Ahmad Kadyrov, fought 
bravely against all types of ex-
tremism and takfiri ideas. He, 
with others, managed to spread 
the concepts of moderation and 
defended them against terrorism 
and the Russian soldiers, he said. 
“We are now competing this path 
led by President Ramzan Kadyrov 
and are living a decent life where-
by security and stability have been 
realized,” he said.

For his part, the head of the 

Mauritanian Higher Council of 
Fatwa and Grievances, Sheikh 
Muhammad Mukhtar bin Imbala, 
said the responsibility to achieve 
tolerance and moderation rests on 
scholars because wars normally 
originate in ideas which have to be 
met with other ideas and logic. He 
said examples are so many in the 
religious texts, and scholars have 
always warned against extrava-
gance in religion because extrava-
gance is a great fatality.

He said our Shari’ah is be-
tween those who have over-ex-
cessed and shown laxity, and the 
Sunnis, who have kept their faith 
moderate between extravagance 
and laxity. On the political side, 
Islam was a moderate divine sys-
tem that came between democ-
racy and dictatorship, he said. At 
the conclusion of the forum, the 
participants expressed thanks to 
King Salman and Crown Prince 
Muhammad bin Salman for the 
facilities they have provided to 
the pilgrims and visitors of the 
Two Holy Mosques.

In this context, the statement 
praised the care and outstanding 
services provided by the Kingdom 
to pilgrims in a manner that al-
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lowed them to perform their ritu-
als in an atmosphere of faith, secu-
rity, tranquility and comfort.

The participants affirmed that 
moderation and tolerance in Islam 
are key pillars of the religion, add-
ing that any deviation comes from 
ignorance, error or deviant ideas. 
Moderation and tolerance were 
clear features of the Islamic nation 
throughout its long history in line 
with the Holy Qur’an and Sunnah, 
and in the footsteps of good men 
of the nation in the face of anoma-
ly of ideas and visions on Islam.

They said Islamic moderation 
is a fundamental pillar of thought, 
safe from deviation from moder-
ate understanding of the religious, 
political and social matters which 
preserve religion and public entity 
and achieves security, tranquil-
ity and stability. They said the 
responsibility in spreading Islam-
ic moderation falls on scholars, 
preachers, educators and media to 
enlighten the youths, whereby Is-
lam and its true origins should be 
spread through reputable scholars 
away from slanderous propaganda 
and deviant ideas.

They said Islam with its bal-
anced moderation, good values, 

fair provisions, comprehensive 
systems, and unique cultural ex-
periences is capable of providing 
solutions to chronic problems of 
human communities and saving 
them from their moral and social 
degradation.

The participants also stressed 
the need to modernize the religious 
message that takes into account 
the differences of time, place and 
developments, but runs consistent 
with the basics and identity of Is-
lam that could address problems of 
contemporary societies away from 
immediate emotions and reactions 
by presenting the true Islamic vi-
sion that will bring about the inter-
ests of the Islamic nation.

They also called for the encour-
agement of conducting research 
and studies that originate the prin-
ciples of moderation and tolerance 
in Islam, and their spread among 
civilizations, and refute suspicious 
ideas of extremists who carry de-
viant ideas that run counter to Is-
lamic jurisprudence and objectives 
of the Islamic Shari’ah.

The participants further noted 
that scientific intellectual gather-
ings act as a venue for unifying the 
Muslim ranks, while consolidat-

ing the belief in global diversity 
and pluralism while explaining 
the right things with wisdom and 
good preaching.

The state of weakness of the 
Islamic nation at the present time 
does not reflect its extended his-
tory in civilization, they said. the 
Islamic nation has historically 
succeeded in cultural achieve-
ments and positive openness to 
other civilizations, they said. This 
allowed the Islamic nation to ben-
efit from such civilizations and 
benefited them, a matter that ena-
bled it to lead human civilization 
for centuries.

The participants stressed the 
need to support the scientific and 
research institutions in the world 
to detect media campaigns against 
Islam and draw up suitable strate-
gies to deter such campaigns, and 
correct the erroneous image on 
Islam and Muslims, whereby the 
world will know the great Islamic 
principles and face “Islamopho-
bia” campaigns.

They also called for a clarifi-
cation on the position of Islam on 
issues of the current era, its sci-
ences, developments, and study of 
its social, political and economic 
systems and to be assessed from 
the Islamic moderate approach in 
order to work out a clear-cut, accu-
rate and applicable Islamic vision 
to overpass the current problems.

Earlier, participants of the 
forum presented detailed work 
papers on themes that included 
moderation and tolerance, the re-
alty of moderation and tolerance, 
challenges and responsibilities. 
They called for dealing with all is-
sues in Islamic countries and the 
formulation of collective solutions 
that will represent the voice of one 
united (Islamic) nation.

--AN
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JAKARTA:

Sheikh Dr. Muhammed bin AbdulKarim Al-Issa, Sec-
retary-General of the Muslim World League, stressed 
the MWL’s desire to promote the true Islam and its 
tolerant, open-minded and moderate principles.

He also noted that the league implements various 
programs to consolidate moderation, and fight extrem-
ism and sectarianism which have spread in conflict ar-
eas.

These remarks came in a speech Al-Issa delivered 
during the International Conference of Islamic Uni-
versities and the Promotion of Moderation, which the 
MWL organized in cooperation with Al-Azhar Uni-
versity of Indonesia in Jakarta.

On his part, the president of Al-Azhar University, 
Ahmad Hussein, stressed the significance of educa-
tion in instilling true doctrines and principles in Is-
lamic generations, and the significance of cooperation 
between Islamic universities for conveying the pure 
educational message to students, away from deviant 

thoughts.
The conference released a final communique in 

which participants expressed their support for the ef-
forts of the Global Center for Combating Extremist 
Ideology (GCCEI), which was inaugurated by King 
Salman in Riyadh in the presence of the US President 
Donald Trump and 55 leaders from the Islamic and 
Arab worlds. The communique said that the GCCEI 
dedicated its efforts to fighting extremism with new 
technologies, and hoped that it plays an important role 
in defending the interests of the Islamic nation.

The communique also maintained that modera-
tion is well established in the understanding and ap-
plication of Islam, based on the teachings of the Holy 
Qur’an.

Moderate Islam is capable of presenting solutions 
for chronic human problems and saving societies from 
the deterioration of political and cultural morality, it 
added.

In another development the Secretary General of 
the Muslim World League (MWL) Sheikh Dr. Mu-

MWL Secretary General urges promotion
 of moderate Islam, fight against extremism
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hammad bin Abdulkarim Al-Issa has laid the founda-
tion stone for building an international cultural center 
in Jakarta, Indonesia, in cooperation with Al-Azhar 
University of Indonesia.

In a key speech at an event to mark the occasion, 
Al-Issa stressed the Muslim World League’s keenness 
through its renewed vision to promote the high values 
of Islam.

For his part, Al-Azhar University President Dr. Ah-
mad Hussein praised the fruitful cooperation with the 
Muslim World League.

He said that the two-story cultural center will be 
located on an area of 11,000 sq.m. donated by Al-
Azhar University.
On the other hand  A conference of Islamic scholars 
from Saudi Arabia, Indonesia and Malaysia on Mon-

day explored the role of universities in strengthening 
moderate Islamic thought.

They urged Muslim communities to combat reli-
gious extremism and societal division by spreading 
knowledge about moderate Islam.

The conference was organized by the Muslim 
World League (MWL) and Al-Azhar Indonesia Uni-
versity in Jakarta.

The scholars said intensifying dialogue on moder-
ate Islam will help veer young Muslims away from 
those who want to destroy the religion, its people and 
its civilization.

In his opening remarks, MWL Secretary-General 
Muhammed bin Abdul Karim Al-Issa said a small fac-
tion of the roughly 1.8 billion Muslims worldwide has 
distorted understanding of Islam.
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“The majority of Muslims around the world under-
stand the right conception about Islam, except a mi-
nority few who have no idea about the core of Islamic 
teachings,” he said, adding that universities play an 
important role in rectifying misconceptions about Is-
lam and terrorism.

Daesh “is just a small community in Islam, but it’s 
widespread due to the proliferation of the Internet. It’s 
our obligation, including universities, to set the record 
straight about the real Islamic teachings.”

Jakarta’s Governor-elect Anies Rasyid Baswedan, 
who was a panelist at the conference, said extremism 
flourishes when people do not think critically.

“It’s not just religious extremism but extremism in 
any field, any sector. University is the place to nurture 
critical thinking and creativity,” said the former rector 
of Paramadina University and education minister.

Indonesia has had to deal with rising extremism 
among its youths. A 2016 study by the Wahid Insti-
tute in Jakarta showed that more than 60 percent of 
1,626 activists in Islamic study groups in schools and 
universities expressed willingness to wage what they 
believe is jihad in areas torn by religious conflict.

According to police data, some 600 Indonesians 
have gone to Syria to join Daesh. Some have returned 
in phases, most recently a group of 18 Indonesians 
who arrived in Jakarta on Saturday and are in police 

detention.
A Wahid Institute survey released in February 

showed that Indonesia saw an increase in violations of 
religious freedom from 190 in 2015 to 204 last year.

Institute Director Yenny Wahid said while the com-
mon perception is that lack of education is the main 
cause of radicalization, the survey found that econom-
ic inequality and feelings of alienation contributed the 
most to radicalization.

Speakers at the conference said it is important for 
the MWL, and educational and social institutions in 
Indonesia to cooperate further to provide educational 
assistance to Muslims in Southeast Asia, roll out de-
velopment programs in the region and address prob-
lems such as poverty.

Indonesian Religious Affairs Minister Lukman 
Hakim Saifuddin said moderation is an Islamic char-
acteristic that promotes fairness, respect for diversity 
and openness to various groups in society.

“One of the main principles of dialogue to main-
tain diversity and togetherness is not to look down 
on other people and insult other religions’ symbols, 
which could cause a backlash,” he said.

Din Syamsuddin, head of the Indonesian Council 
of Ulemma’s advisory board, said in order for various 
faiths’ followers to get along, they should respect each 
other’s religious domains.
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JEDDAH: Arab News, 
the Middle East’s lead-
ing English-language 
daily,  launched a unique 
smartphone “Hajj App” 
for use during the annual 
pilgrimage season.

The free app — 
available to download 
on iOS and Android de-
vices via the App Store 
and Google Play— has a 
raft of useful features for 
use by both pilgrims and 
their loved ones back 
home.

The “Hajj App” is 
sponsored and officially 
endorsed by the Makkah-based Muslim World 
League (MWL), as part of its global outreach ef-
forts to reinforce the organization’s position as an 
umbrella body that serves all Muslims.

The app features numerous functions for use 
during the Hajj season, including the latest news 
updates from Arab News and a live broadcast 
service. It also provides important safety features 
such as an emergency call number and list of all 
embassies and important service providers during 
Hajj.

Additionally, the app has an optional “pilgrim 
tracker” function, which enables users to switch 
on to share their location and follow loved ones in 
real time, around the clock. This means you can 
keep an eye on your family and friends wherever 
you are.

The launch of the service comes as part of the 
digital transformation of Arab News, and falls 
within the title’s efforts — as a leading Saudi 
Arabia-based English-language daily — to pro-
vide comprehensive coverage of the Hajj pilgrim-
age.

Commenting on the 
launch, Faisal J. Ab-
bas, Editor-in-Chief 
of Arab News, said 
the app will comple-
ment the newspaper’s 
renowned Hajj news 
coverage and thanked 
MWL for its support.

“This Arab News/
Muslim World League 
cooperation is an ideal 
and practical exam-
ple of a media outlet 
working with a non-
governmental organi-
zation for the public 
good,” he said.

“Launching this app is part of Arab News’ 
digital transformation, and provides readers and 
English-speaking pilgrims added value and a 
very useful service,” added Abbas.

For its part, The Muslim World League praised 
the newspaper’s initiative and said it presents a 
positive model of putting technology into good 
use.

“We are happy to partner with Arab News in 
launching this app, which aims to serve pilgrims 
digitally by providing them with all the informa-
tion and contact details they need, in addition to 
the pilgrim geographical tracker serve,” MWL 
said in a statement.

“We also would like to utilize this opportu-
nity to praise Arab News for its editorial efforts, 
particularly that it has always been known for its 
unique and informative annual Hajj coverage.”

Arab News is part of the regional publish-
ing giant Saudi Research and Marketing Group 
(SRMG). It has been the English newspaper of 
record for Saudi Arabia and the region for over 
40 years.

Arab News launches ‘Hajj App’ in
partnership with Muslim World League
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Muslim World League (MWL) has indicated  in  the 
statement issued by it that the brutal attacks and 
genocide to which Rohingya   Muslims  in Myanmar 
(former Burma)  have been exposed before the very 
eyes and ears of all people of the world is  indeed a 
mark of disgrace on the face of humanity and an obitu-
ary of its ethical values and world order. This disturb-
ing historical chapter  in the human and international 
record , said the League- would be a witness to the 
extent of failure in halting the massacres that are rep-
resented in the crimes of  malice and hatred and that 
were devoid of their human nature and turned into ter-
rifying brutal images which are exported to the world 
accompanied by boastfulness  and challenge.

The MWL has emphasized, in the statement is-
sued by it regarding the heinous crimes perpetrated 
by the terrorist elements  in Myanmar (former Burma) 
against the Rohingya Muslims minority in the coun-
try,  that these crimes constitute one of the worst, 
bloodiest and most brutal terrorist images. The state-
ment added that they were no less than the terrorism 
of ISIS  and ALQAEDA in their risky behavior and 
barbaric crimes; and underlined that keeping silent 
over them gives strong pretexts to negative concepts 
towards what the UN community should do in regard 
to exercising  comprehensive will , determination 
and  justice in fighting terrorism and up-rooting all its  
forms and images.

Based on International Criminal Law, the  
Myanmar killers ‘as bad as Daesh,’ MWL says
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The statement said that the it is not possible for 
any  individual with clear  conscience not to hasten 
to move against regretful practices of the terrorist ele-
ments in Myanmar (former Burma)  and effectively 
use  all capabilities for due intervention  for imme-
diate protection and for bringing to justice and trial 
those terrorist elements.. It stressed that any problem 
in this issue is solved  according to  local and interna-
tional options.

The MWL continued its statement and mentioned 
that world peace and world order will be at the test of 
confidence and  credibility when  the people  see that 
the crimes of genocides with  terrorist acts that in-
crease day by day  in their  hatred and barbarism with-
out  due intervention  for  stopping them and holding 
accountable those involved. The statement  indicated 
that such terrifying  catastrophe of such magnitude 
will transfer  terrorism encountering them in hatred 
and barbarism  to focalize in these areas  with sup-
porting  new followers, who can easily and cunningly 
be  trapped and deceived. For, this is the normal at-
titude of  terrorism in exploiting  the environment of  
conflict, disorder and religious instigation for pursu-
ing its criminal agenda.

The MWL has called  in its statement the interna-
tional community  to take effective and firm decision 
to confront terrorist massacres in Myanmar (former 
Burma) similar to the firm and effective decision it 
has taken against ISIS and AlQAEDA. This will of 
course  help the world enjoy justice and peace and put 
the organized  terrorist    crime  before an effective , 
international strong will, the statement said.

Since  the  dominant moral trend in defining ter-
rorism( as per the conventional international criminal 
law  that aims to defend peace and justice) is founded 
on  the usage  of  means that are capable of exploiting  
terror and dismay for achieving illegitimate organ-
ized political, religious, ideological or ethic  ends , we 
remark that  the main  conditions of the terrorist act  
have been fulfilled  in these barbaric acts such as the 
presence of violence, coordination and  organization , 
in addition to the state of terror that has been created 
by such terrorist act , which is anticipated to achieve 
illegitimate objectives that are far away from  private 
individual ends.

The MWL has elucidated in its statement that indi-
vidual transgresses  by any  party are to be addressed 
according to the prevailing law of the governing state; 
and that they should not be pushed for escalation so 
as to become  in confrontation with a barbaric muster-

ing of organized forces  with military support towards 
defenseless minority on the basis  of religious malice 
tendencies  in state of political localization.

Based on the information of the MWL that since 
03/2/1438H corresponding to 25/082017, the number 
of casualties (dead people) reached (6334), the in-
jured number was (8349), the number of raped ladies 
was (500), the number of  burned villages was (103), 
the number of residences set on fire was (23,250), 
number of those who remained without homes , coun-
try or property was (335,000), the number of families  
that  have been displaced and reached Bangladesh was 
(45,000), the number of displaced, stranded individu-
als and waiting at the boundaries was (190,000), the 
number of mosques that have been demolished  was 
(250) and number of schools and institutions that have 
been destroyed was (80).Furthermore, the suppression 
authority has closed down all local  mosques, schools 
and institutions.

The MWL, in the dimension of its humanitarian 
and moral message,  strongly condemns  both these 
crimes as well as the inactive move towards ending 
them by the international community which described 
the victims as belonging to the most suppressed mi-
norities .

The MWL, which reiterates in the said statement 
that it has both denounced  every action  targeting  
legitimate freedoms, whether it was directed against 
Muslims or non-Muslims as well as the repeated  hu-
miliating insults against different religious, ideologi-
cal or sectarian tendencies, declares that it exercises 
its  peaceful legitimate  freedom in a number of its 
localization sites around the world.

The MWL statement concluded with applaud-
ing the role played by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia  
in  both supporting the issue of Rohingya Muslims 
at international forums and United Nations Human 
Rights Council as well as in rendering to them a do-
nation of fifty million Dollars  via the various edu-
cational and health programs. The country has also 
commenced hosting them on its soil since 1948 as 
their current number on the different Saudi cities is  
approximately (300,000).  Furthermore, in response  
to the call and contacts of the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia with different circles, the UN has condemned  the 
continuous violations  against Rohingyas in the hori-
zon of what the human conscience aspires regarding 
the next and effective move which is intended to put 
an end for these terrorist massacres.

--AN
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Arab News- Mariah Margani Muhammad 
binti Abdul Gani, the oldest Hajj pilgrim 
from Indonesia arrived  after spending 12 
hours on-board from Lombok in West Nusa 
Tenggara Province to Jeddah at King Ab-
dulaziz International Airport.

Upon her arrival she  was  received by Di-
rector General of Hajj and Umrah at the In-
donesian Ministry of Religious Affairs  Prof. 

Nizar Ali, Indonesian Consul General Mu-
hammad Hery Saripudin and his spouse, the 
head of Airport Working Area Arsyad Hida-
yat and the airport officials.

A 104-year-old Indonesian woman has 
expressed thanks to Saudi Arabia’s King Sal-
man for being hosted by the Kingdom during 
the Hajj pilgrimage.

Mariah Marghani Muhammad and her es-

Hajj: 104-year-old Indonesian pilgrim 
expresses thanks to King Salman 
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corts are being hosted under the Guests of 
King Salman for Hajj and Umrah Program 
on account of her health needs.

Mariah Marghani, one of the oldest pil-
grims performing Hajj this year, arrived in 
Saudi Arabia and was met at King Abdulaziz 
International Airport’s Hajj Terminal by sev-
eral Saudi television reporters, as well as 
officials from the Indonesian Consulate and 
various airport dignitaries.

Expressing appreciation for the King’s 
gesture, the Indonesian pilgrim said the spe-
cial treatment offered to her is a reflection of 
the Kingdom’s keenness to offer extraordi-
nary services to pilgrims.

“Alhamdulillah (praise be to God), I am 
going to Makkah, Alhamdulillah I am going 
to Hajj,” she said.

Dressed in her Ihram, the white head-to-
toe dress used for Hajj and Umrah, Mariah 
Marghani  said she had been to Saudi Arabia 
once before when she was younger — at the 
age of 90, to perform the Umrah. She joined 
about 221,000 pilgrims from Indonesia who 
performed the Hajj pilgrimage this year.

She looked confused when lights and 
cameras were directed at her, but  very sur-
prised a minute she left the aircraft  as she 
was offered a very warm welcome by many 
people and presented with a bunch of roses 
by airport authority officials. “I am a little 
bit tired but feel fine aboard the aircraft,” 
she said. She attracts an enormous public at-
tention not because of her oldest age among 
other Hajj pilgrims, but because of her im-
mense spirit and determination as well as 
her patience waiting for more than 8 years to 
come for Hajj.

She has been saving money for many 
years. She collected from her wage as a 

farmer and collecting woods from deep dark 
forests in order to be able to pursue her life-
long dream.

Her hard work and tenacity bear fruit this 
year when she was announced this year as a 
hajj candidate by Indonesian Religious Af-
fairs Ministry.

It is reported that Indonesian Religious 
Affairs Minister Lukman Hakim Saifuddin 
would visit her in her hotel on Sunday.

“She said she can’t wait getting on the 
bus which will take her to Makkah, and see 
Ka’aba,” said Arsyad Hidayat, head of Air-
port working Area.

Not only media crew but other pilgrims 
and people working at KAIA also scrambled 
to take snapshots of this momentous encoun-
ter.

In the true sense of the word pilgrims, 
she is  really pilgrim,” said Mariah, with a 
laugh.  “Many hundreds of years ago, the 
pilgrims would travel by land and by boat 
over months. Then it was not uncommon to 
travel for long periods.”

She has spent months going on long walks 
to prepare herself for the exertion — physi-
cally and mentally. “I believe in mind over 
matter,” she said. “I’ve been waiting for this 
for many years. I cried when I received the 
invite. “

She said: “Hajj is not a vacation, it’s a 
spiritual event and it’s an invite to rid oneself 
of material goods and be one with God.”

Mariah Margani Muhammad binti Abdul 
Gani, popularly called Baiq Mariah among 
her relatives, was born July 1, 1913

Indonesian pilgrim Mariah Marghani 
Muhammad, 104, reportedly  on of the old-
est  pilgrims performing the Hajj this year, 
being welcomed at Jeddah airport.
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The Closure of Al-Aqsa Mosque and the 
Reaction of the Muslim World

Dr. Mozammel Haque

Inside Jerusalem’s Old City, a World Heritage Site, lies Al-Haram Al-Sharif, or the 
Noble Sanctuary, a 35-acre compound that comprises Islam’s third holiest site, after 
Makkah and Madinah in Saudi Arabia, Al-Aqsa Mosque. The compound is also home 
to the Dome of the Rock, a revered site believed to be where the Prophet Muhammad 
(peace be upon him) ascended to heaven. Since Israel occupied the West Bank, East 
Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip in June 1967, the affairs of the Noble Sanctuary have 
been run by an Islamic trusteeship, supported by the Jordanian government, known 
as the Wakf. Thus the custodianship of the Mosque is in the hands of the Jordanian 
government. 
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Israel shuts down Islam’s third holiest mosque, 
an ultra-sensitive holy site, Al-Aqsa Mosque after a 
deadly shooting incident on 14 July 2017 in which 
three Palestinians and two Israeli officers are killed. 
Al-Aqsa Mosque has been empty of worshippers 
for five consecutive days despite the fact that the 
custodianship of the mosque is in the hands of the 
Jordanian government. 

The Israeli authorities took the highly unusual 
decision to close the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound 
for Friday prayers and Israel’s installation of metal 
detectors at entry points to Al-Aqsa Mosque in Je-
rusalem on 16 July triggered the bloodiest clashes 
between Israelis and Palestinians in years, resulting 
heightened Israeli-Palestinian tension.

Wael Arabiyat, Jordan’s Islamic Affairs Minis-
ter, warned that keeping Al-Aqsa Mosque closed is 
“dangerous” and “unprecedented.”  The Palestinian 
Director of the Waqf (religious property) council, 
Abdulazim Salhab, said the closure of the mosque 
compound was the “worst aggression since 1967” 
— a reference to the start of Israel’s occupation of 
east Jerusalem which it later annexed. 

Al-Aqsa Mosque, its background and impor-
tance
Recent events made it clear that the conflict in Jeru-
salem is no longer just a territorial dispute that can 
be resolved through creative partition ideas. Such 
efforts ran aground a decade ago, and the absence 
of a solution has given a bigger role to the religious 
component.  

Thus it is clear that the Al-Aqsa complex conflict 
is not only a territorial dispute but it is also religious 
as well as political dispute. I would like to discuss 
first the religious background and importance of Al-
Aqsa complex to Muslims, second the political im-
plications of the Al-Aqsa before coming back to the 
current Al-Aqsa conflict and other related events. 

Millions of Muslims in the UK and around the 
world share Palestinian concerns about increasing 
incursions and trespasses within the sacred Al-Aqsa 
sanctuary in Jerusalem. In recent months, Israel has 
taken a number of steps to undermine Palestinian 
sovereignty to the site, which is a place of enormous 
religious and cultural significance.

Al-Aqsa is a piece of land
Writing about the history of Al-Aqsa Mosque in 
Jerusalem, Dalia Hatuqa and Mohsin Ali wrote in 

their article: Timeline: Al-Aqsa Mosque thus:
“Jerusalem’s Old City, founded around 4,000 

BC, is an area of great significance to people from 
the three monotheistic religions: Islam, Judaism and 
Christianity. It is divided into four quarters (Muslim, 
Christian, Jewish and Armenian) and is surrounded 
by walls. Eleven gates lead into the Old City, and 
seven of these are open today. Inside the Old City, 
a World Heritage Site, lies al-Haram al-Sharif, or 
the Noble Sanctuary, a 35-acre compound that com-
prises Islam’s third holiest site, after Makkah and 
Madinah in Saudi Arabia, al-Aqsa Mosque. The 
compound is also home to the Dome of the Rock, 
a revered site believed to be where the Prophet Mu-
hammad ascended to heaven.”

Ismail Patel gave a brief description of Al-Aqsa. 
He said, “Al-Aqsa, contrary to lot of myths, it is 
not a building; Al-Aqsa is a piece of land; approxi-
mately 35 acres; it referred to in the media Temple 
Mount and within this piece of land, which we refer 
to as Al-Aqsa, there are four mosques, 40 domes; 
11 water wells; 3 minars; and whatever within that 
complex, the Al-Aqsa sanctuary is known as Al-Aq-
sa Mosque. The building of course, has four conno-
tations, four significance and they have all relevant 
stood in the Islamic history era of the place of the 
region.” This piece of land, a land which has been 
blessed, according to Muslims, by Allah the Al-
mighty for the whole of the creation. This is another 
very important factor. 

Why Muslims love Jerusalem
Mr. Patel spoke on why Muslims love Jerusalem. 
He went back to the Islamic heritage and mentioned, 
“Jerusalem has not only inspired Muslims because 
of the fact that it is mentioned in the Qur’an but it 
links Islamic heritage and history not only from the 
time of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) 
but from the time of the creation of mankind itself. 
We believe that when the first Man put on this planet 
he built two Houses of Worship created by Allah the 
Almighty, one is in Makkah and the second one is in 
Jerusalem. Hence we see the heritage from the time 
of humanity. Thus those who belief in faith it emi-
nence from Jerusalem and this brings Muslims very 
very close  whether  they are part and parcel of new 
modern day state of Palestine or not. It transcends 
modernity; it transcends nation-state; and it brings 
in humanity either because of its love of architec-
ture, through its love of poetry, through its history 
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or faith to Jerusalem and hence finally millions of 
Muslims, right of billions throughout the globe at-
tached to Jerusalem and what happened to Palestine 
becomes significant.”

Dalia Hatuqa and Mohsin Ali also mentioned, 
“Since Israel occupied the West Bank, East Jerusa-
lem, and the Gaza Strip in June 1967, the affairs of 
the Noble Sanctuary have been run by an Islamic 
trusteeship, supported by the Jordanian govern-
ment, known as the Waqf. Israel still maintains what 
it believes to be its right to sovereignty over the area 
after it annexed the eastern part of the city. 

In addition to running schools and charities in Je-
rusalem, the Waqf maintains guards at the entrances 
to the compound, with the exception of the Mughrabi 
Gate. This gate (also known as Bab Al-Magharbeh 
or Dung Gate) is connected by a bridge to an open-
air plaza that was created when Israel demolished 
the Mughrabi (Moroccan) Quarter in 1967.”

The Political History of Jerusalem 
including Al-Aqsa Mosque
It is reported in Al-Jazeera, “After World War I, Pal-
estine was placed under interim British rule. Under 
the promises made in the Balfour Declaration, Brit-
ain was already committed to facilitate the found-
ing of a homeland for the Jewish people in Palestine 
and began granting land to the Zionist movement to 
build settlements.”

“The site has been a centre of tension and at-
tacks ever since. In 1969, an Australian evangelical 
Christian, Dennis Rohan, set fire to the Al-Qabali 
Mosque. Many of the mosque’s most important fea-
tures, including a pulpit dating back to the 12th cen-
tury, were destroyed. Rohan was tried for arson but 
was found to be clinically insane. On Black Mon-
day, October 8, 1990, 20 Palestinians were killed, 
according to UN figures, in what’s known as the al-
Aqsa Massacre. Sixty-three people died in the Kotel 
Tunnel incident in September 1996, in protests over 
the opening of a new tunnel by the Israelis under the 
Western Wall.”

Khaled Zabarqa, Jerusalem Foundation for De-
velopment, said, “There were vigorous attempts 
by the Israelis to shut down the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
compound. They closed it with military barriers 
preventing our people [in Israel] and the people of 
Jerusalem from entering the al-Aqsa Mosque unless 
they were a certain age. Sometimes they only al-
lowed people over 40 to enter. Other times they had 

to be over 50, until it reached 60 in 2014. Imagine 
a Palestinian Muslim in Jerusalem or someone aged 
48 cannot enter the al-Aqsa Mosque because they’re 
under 60.”

Al-Aqsa through History
Al Aqsa is a ultra-sensitive issue. According to rules 
agreed between Israel and Jordan after the 1967 war, 
while Jews are allowed to access Al Aqsa, they are 
not allowed to pray there. That status quo has stood 
without serious challenge for the past five decades. 
Tensions boiled again around Al-Aqsa since 2015 
when clashes broke out between Palestinians and Is-
raeli forces, partly sparked by incursions by Israeli 
organisations. These led to wider clashes in both Is-
rael and the occupied Palestinian territories.

OIC and the Al-Aqsa Mosque
The Muslim world has been continuously protest-
ing and condemning the Israeli campaign against 
Al-Aqsa Mosque, because of the two reasons men-
tioned above: one is the religious reason and another 
is the political reason; Al-Quds is under the Israeli 
occupation Palestinian territory. That’s why, the Is-
raeli closure of Al-Aqsa Mosque created an uproar 
and outcry throughout the world.

But for the Muslim world, the occupation of Al-
Quds and the Al-Aqsa Mosque has been a matter 
of special importance for which reason OIC has al-
ways been condemning Israeli occupation of Al-Aq-
sa Mosque for decades. Jeddah-based The 57-mem-
ber Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) has 
been condemning ongoing Israeli campaign against 
al-Aqsa Mosque. On 9 November 2014 The OIC In-
dependent Permanent Human Rights Commission 
(IPHRC) has expressed deep concern over the re-
cent developments in Al-Aqsa Mosque, which have 
come about as a result of the absence of internation-
al intervention, according to an official statement 
issued by the commission during its sixth regular 
session in 2014.  IPHRC said these developments 
have come in the aftermath of excessive attacks on 
Al-Aqsa by extremist Israeli settlers and groups that 
have gained momentum in recent months, under Is-
raeli police surveillance and protection. 

“The British Commission of Inquiry, founded in 
1929 under the British mandate of Historic Pales-
tine, establishes that there is no evidence that Solo-
mon’s Temple existed in this area, and that Al-Aqsa 
Mosque solely belongs to those of the Muslim faith. 
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Further excavations could not prove otherwise.
“Any attempt to change the nature of the holy 

site would not only run counter to historic facts, 
but would also represent a threat to the hopes of a 
peaceful resolution of the political conflict between 
Israelis and Palestinians, adding wider dimensions 
to the conflict,” the IPHRC statement said.

The commission called on the occupying power 
to uphold its obligation to ensure the sanctity of and 
free access to the Christian and Muslim holy sites 
in occupied East Jerusalem at all times. Attempts to 
enforce a division and impose restrictions on access 
to Al-Aqsa based on age or gender are clear vio-
lations of the principle of non-discrimination. The 
commission reminded of the obligation of all states 
under International Human Rights Law to prohibit 
any advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred 
that constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostil-
ity or violence.  

OIC condemns Israeli desecration of Al-Aqsa 
Mosque
In 2015, the OIC, the 57-nation group made the call 
after violence erupted as Israeli security forces at-
tacked Palestinians protesting access by Jews into 
the compound on an annual day of Jewish mourning. 
Again in July, 2015 The Organization of Islamic Co-
operation (OIC) urged the international community, 
particularly the UN Security Council, to take action 
against “repeated and dangerous Israeli violations 
of holy sites.”  The previous OIC Secretary-General 
Iyad bin Ameen Madani denounced the “incursion 
into and desecration of the blessed Al-Aqsa Mosque 
by groups of extremist settlers under the protection 
of the Israeli occupation forces” as “an act of provo-
cation and blatant violation of relevant international 
resolutions and instruments.” 

He said the settlers blocked access to the mosque 
and “savagely attacked” the worshippers in the 
mosque’s compound. Madani said it was holding 
Israel “fully responsible for the consequences of 
the continuation of these systematic Israeli attacks 
against the blessed Al-Aqsa Mosque which fuel 
religious conflict, extremism and instability in the 
region.”

Role of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Saudi Arabia, the cradle of Islam and the land of 
Two Holy Mosques in Makkah and Madinah, has 
also been always raised its voices when something 

went wrong with Masjid al-Aqsa. Faisal J. Abbas, 
the editor in chief of the Arab News said, “Saudi 
Arabia, the cradle of Islam and land of the Two 
Holy Mosques in Makkah and Madinah, has a di-
rect stake in seeing the situation calm down. In the 
past, Riyadh has used its weight in Washington and 
its influence on Arab and Muslim countries to con-
tain the situation in the occupied Palestinian terri-
tories”. 

It is reported that in September 2015, King Sal-
man bin Abdulaziz condemned Israel for its blatant 
attacks on worshippers at Al-Aqsa Mosque. “The 
king has spoken on phone with US President Barack 
Obama, Russian President Vladimir Putin, British 
Prime Minister David Cameron, French President 
Francois Hollande and UN Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon to express his concerns over Israel’s ac-
tions. He called on the UN Security Council to take 
urgent measures to stop the violations at Al-Aqsa 
Mosque, protect the Palestine people and holy sites, 
and ensure Israel grants Palestinians sovereignty, 
according to the SPA. He said the attacks violate the 
sanctity of religions, and contribute to extremism 
and violence in the world. 

Recent Al-Aqsa Mosque closure
The attack and aftermath was one of the most seri-
ous incidents in Jerusalem in recent years. Palestin-
ian worshippers had refused to pray inside al-Aqsa 
Mosque since Israel installed new security measures 
following an attack on 14 July. Israel cancelled Fri-
day prayers and shut down the compound for the 
first time since 1969, prompting outrage among Pal-
estinians. 

Al Aqsa is a particularly sensitive issue. I have 
already mentioned its religious background and 
how important and significant Al-Aqsa Mosque is 
to more than 1.6 billion Muslims all over the world 
to whom it is the third holiest Mosque after the two 
Holy Mosques in Makkah and Madinah. Secondly, 
I have also mentioned earlier the political implica-
tions of Al-Aqsa which is an occupied Palestinian 
territory since 1967 war and the custodian of the Al-
Aqsa Mosque is the Jordanian Government.

Consequently, the closure of the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
created worldwide reaction and outrage, from the 
57-member Organisation of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC), United Nations Security Council to the Arab 
Foreign Ministers Emergency Meeting in Cairo and 
OIC Emergency meeting in Istanbul. In the follow-
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ing paragraphs, I am demonstrating how the world 
reacted and protested to Israeli closure of Al-Aqsa 
Mosque and what their demands were:

Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
On 15 July, 2017 the OIC strongly condemned Is-
rael’s closure of the Al-Aqsa Mosque and the ban-
ning of Friday prayers for the first time since 1969, 
describing that as a crime, a serious precedent and 
a blatant attack on the holy sites and an attack on 
the rights and freedom of Palestinians to practice 
their religious rites. Current OIC Secretary General 
Dr. Yousef bin Ahmed Al-Othaimeen warned of the 
Israel’s occupation’s attempts to impose new facts 
inside Al-Aqsa Mosque. He called on the interna-
tional community to act immediately to deter re-
peated Israeli attacks against Islamic and Christian 
holy sites in occupied Al-Quds and to stop Israel’s 
racist violations and crimes against the Palestinian 
people and their holy sites. 

King Salman of Saudi Arabia
On 18 July, 2017, King Salman of Saudi Arabia 

is said to have personally intervened with top US 
officials to ensure the reopening of the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque in Jerusalem. According to media, the 
king spoke with top US officials seeking the holy 
mosque’s reopening. Meanwhile, the Saudi Cabi-
net expressed deep concern over the closure of Al-
Aqsa Mosque by Israeli occupation authorities. It 
constituted a flagrant offense to Muslim sentiments 
around the world, said the Saudi Cabinet. Such an 
act is a dangerous development that will further 
complicate the situation in the occupied Palestin-
ian territories, it added. King Salman chaired the 
Cabinet session on Monday at Al-Salaam Palace 
in Jeddah. The Cabinet called on the international 
community to shoulder its responsibility and put an 
end to such practices. 

UN Security Council met on 24 July 
On 24 July 2017, the UN Middle East envoy said 
a solution was needed by Friday to the al-Aqsa cri-
sis, which threatens to have “potential catastrophic 
costs well beyond the walls of the Old City”. “It is 
extremely important that a solution to the current 
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crisis be found by Friday,” Nickolay Mladenov told 
reporters after briefing the UN Security Council 
behind closed doors. “The dangers on the ground 
will escalate if we go through another cycle of Fri-
day prayer without a resolution to this current cri-
sis.” The Middle East Quartet of Russia, the United 
States, the European Union and the UN in a state-
ment encouraged Israel and Jordan to work together 
for de-escalation, noting the special role of Jordan 
as recognised in its peace treaty with Tel Aviv. 

The UN Security Council met on Monday, 24th 
of July to discuss the bloodiest spate of Israeli-
Palestinian violence for years. Sweden, Egypt and 
France requested the meeting to “urgently discuss 
how calls for de-escalation in Jerusalem can be sup-
ported,” Sweden’s Deputy UN Ambassador Carl 
Skau posted on Twitter. 

OIC Emergency meeting in Istanbul on 1st of Au-
gust
Turkey currently holds the OIC presidency. “The is-
sue of Al-Aqsa Mosque is a red line that can never be 
toyed with under any circumstances,” the OIC said 
in a statement after a meeting in Jeddah. “Attacking 
Al-Aqsa Mosque in any way and under whatever 
pretext will have serious consequences and will lead 
to instability in the region,” it added.

The statement was read by Ambassador Samir 
Bakr Diyab, the OIC’s assistant secretary-general 
for Palestine affairs, on behalf of Secretary-General 
Yousef A. Al-Othaimeen. The statement was deliv-
ered at the opening of the emergency meeting of the 
OIC committee of permanent representatives, which 
discussed the ongoing developments in Al-Quds Al-
Shareef. The OIC warned that “compromising Al-
Aqsa Mosque in any form and under any circum-
stances will have very grave consequences.”

The 57-member Organization of Islamic Co-
operation (OIC) met in Istanbul, Turkey, on 1st of 
August, 2017 to discuss the crisis around Al-Aqsa 
Mosque in occupied Jerusalem. Palestinian Foreign 
Minister Riyad Al-Malki, who spoke at the meeting 
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
in Istanbul, denounced the “annual massive assault 
against Al-Aqsa on the occasion of the anniversary 
of the so-called destruction of the temple.”

Al-Quds Meeting in Morocco
25th Emergency session of the Arab Parliamentary 
Union (APU) was scheduled for Thursday, 27th 

July, 2017 in Rabat, Morocco to discuss Israeli vi-
olations at Al-Aqsa Mosque. Saudi Shoura Coun-
cil delegation went to take part in that emergency 
session of the Arab Parliamentary Union (APU) in 
Rabat, the Saudi Press Agency said. The delegation 
was headed by the council’s speaker, Dr. Abdullah 
bin Mohammed bin Ibrahim Al Al-Alsheikh. In this 
context, Al Alsheikh said continued Israeli aggres-
sion against Al-Quds necessitates a united Arab and 
Islamic stance in sending a message that rejects Is-
raeli intransigence and unfair closure of Al-Aqsa 
Mosque, which reflects the ugliest forms of system-
atic terrorism. 

Dr. Ali Alsheikh said the aggression in Al-Quds 
and against worshippers at Al-Aqsa Mosque proves 
Israeli intransigence in finding just solutions which 
will ensure a decent life for the Palestinian people, 
and tests the seriousness of the international com-
munity in curbing repeated Israeli aggression. Is-
raeli expansion and deepening settlements in the 
occupied Palestinian lands, including Al-Quds, and 
the displacement and forcible expulsion of the Pal-
estinian people from their houses are meant to drive 
them from the holy city, he said. He called on the 
APU and other Arab and Islamic parliaments to in-
tensify efforts in parliamentary gatherings to expose 
the volume of damage and harm arising from the 
Israeli aggression at Al-Aqsa Mosque and on the 
Palestinian people. 

Council of Senior Scholars meeting in Morocco
The Council of Senior Scholars has called on the 
international community to consider Israel’s recent 
aggressive actions in Al-Aqsa as state terrorism. The 
council highlighted the great stature of Al-Quds and 
the Holy Al-Aqsa Mosque in Islam, SPA reports. 
The council also criticized the occupation forces in 
Palestine for practicing apartheid and violating the 
sanctity of Islamic holy sites.

Emergency Meeting of Arab Foreign Ministers 
in Cairo
Foreign Ministers from 15 Arab States met in Cairo, 
Egypt on 5th of August 2017 to discuss clashes in-
volving Israeli police at the Al-Aqsa Mosque com-
pound in Jerusalem. “They will discuss what he 
called the “dangerous develsopment” in Jerusalem 
and discuss “Israeli escalations at Al-Aqsa mosque, 
continuing settlements, extra-judicial arrests and as-
sassinations and forced displacements” of Palestin-
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ians”, a senior Palestinian official said after meeting 
the previous Arab league Secretary General Nabil 
Al-Arabi at its Cairo headquarters. The 15 ministers 
represent Arab countries involved in the 2002 Arab 
Peace Initiative that calls for an Israeli withdrawal 
from the Palestinian territories in exchange for full 
normalization of ties with the Arab world.

The present Arab League Secretary-General Ah-
mad Aboul Gheit said during that emergency meet-
ing of Arab foreign ministers in Cairo: “Israel is 
playing with fire and will flare up a religious war. It 
will shift the grounds of the conflict from political to 
sectarian ones.” In a statement, the ministers praised 
“the efforts of Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques 
(King Salman) to protect Al-Aqsa Mosque.” They 
called on the UN Security Council to oblige Israel 
to stop its policies and “illegal aggressions” in East 
Jerusalem and Al-Aqsa. 

King Salman contacted with various world leaders
The Saudi Royal Court on Thursday 27 July 2017 
said King Salman had made contact with various 
world leaders regarding tensions in Jerusalem, 

sparked when Israel set up metal detectors at en-
try points to Al-Aqsa Mosque compound. Riyadh 
urged the US to exert all possible efforts to prevent 
the closure of the compound to Muslim worship-
pers and restrictions on their entry. The Kingdom 
stressed the right of Muslims to pray and perform 
their religious duties at the mosque in peace. King 
Salman stressed the need to restore calm in the area 
around the compound, and to respect the sanctity 
of the site. 
Saudi Arabia also highlighted the importance of 
achieving a just and comprehensive solution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict in accordance with the 
Arab Peace Initiative, the two-state solution and rel-
evant UN resolutions. 
World reacts to Israeli-Palestinian fallout over 
Al-Aqsa
Israel had erected metal detectors at the gates to the 
Muslim-administered site. The move incensed the 
Muslim world, amid allegations that Israel was try-
ing to expand control over the site under the guise of 
security. The installation of the metal detectors set 
off widespread protests and deadly Israeli-Palestini-
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an violence over the past week. World officials have 
expressed their concern and called on Israel and 
Jordan, the custodian of the compound, to reach an 
agreement in a bid to defuse the tensions. The fol-
lowings are the world reaction to the Israeli’s action 
at Al-Aqsa Mosque which media has serialised:

Turkey
“Any restriction on Muslims entering al-Aqsa 
Mosque is unacceptable,” Turkey’s President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan said. “The protection of the Islamic 
character and sanctity of al-Quds [Jerusalem] and 
al-Haram al-Sharif [Al-Aqsa Mosque compound] is 
important for the whole Muslim world.” “It is un-
acceptable for the entry of Muslims and Palestin-
ians to the mosque to be blocked,”” said presidential 
spokesman Ibrahim Kahn. “We interpret the move 
as a shift in the status quo at the al-Aqsa Mosque.”

Lebanon
In a statement released by his media office, Leba-
nese President Michel Aoun “condemned and de-
nounced the recurrent Israeli aggressions against the 
sanctity of al-Aqsa Mosque and the closure of the 
doors of the mosque against the worshippers”.  “The 
recurrent Israeli aggressions…are part of an Israeli 
scheme to target the sacred sites after the usurpation 
of the land, in its attempt to continue changing the 
geographic and demographic status quo in Jerusa-
lem,” the statement read.

The United States
In a statement released on Wednesday, the White 
House said it is “very concerned” about the tensions 
surrounding the compound. “[The] US calls upon 
the state of Israel and the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan to make a good faith effort to reduce tensions 
and to find a solution that assures public safety and 
the security of the site and maintains the status quo,” 
the statement said.

Jordan
Jordan’s Foreign Minister Ayman Al-Safadi told 
the European Union High Representative Federica 
Mogherini that Jordan is exerting its utmost to re-
store calm and end the crisis, based on principles of 
security, stability and Israel’s respect of the histori-
cal situation in Jerusalem.  He also underscored the 
importance of the international community to de-
escalate the situation and prevent further tensions, 

by cancelling all Israeli actions that aim to impose 
new facts on the ground.

Egypt
In a statement posted on Facebook, the Egyptian 
Foreign Ministry urged Israel to stop the violence 
and warned of escalating tensions at the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque. The statement called on Israel to “stop vio-
lence against Palestinians and holy places, and to 
respect Palestinians’ freedom of worship, and not 
taking more measures that may trigger conflict and 
decrease the chances of reaching a comprehensive 
peace based on the two-state solution”. 

Saudi Arabia
The Saudi Council of Ministers called on the in-
ternational community to bear the responsibility to 
halt these practices that “deeply hurt the sentiments 
of Muslims around the globe.” The weekly session, 
chaired by Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, 
King Salman, described the Israeli act as a danger-
ous development that would further complicate the 
situation in the occupied Palestinian territories.

South Africa
South African Muslim leaders and civil rights groups 
have condemned Israel’s restricting access to Al-
Aqsa Mosque, Islam’s third holiest site. “We have 
appealed to Imams across the country to concen-
trate their sermons this Friday on what is happening 
in Al-Aqsa and rally solidarity for fellow Muslims 
there,” Shakir Baker, operations manager of the Al-
Quds Foundation, told Anadolu Agency. “We have 
called on Muslims worldwide to fast every Thurs-
day until al-Aqsa is liberated.”

The European Union
“We call on the state of Israel and the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan to work together and make all 
efforts to find solutions that ensure security for all, 
respect the sanctity of this holy site, and preserve the 
status quo,” said Maja Kocijancic, spokesperson for 
EU High Representative Federica Mogherini. “We 
also call on all political and religious leaders to act 
responsibly and work towards restoring calm. We 
will continue to closely monitor the developments.” 
(Source: Al Jazeera and news agencies)

Ultimately, succumbing to pressure, Israel re-
moves the metal detectors, but the CCTV cameras 
remain in place.



34 l Muharram1439/October 2017 l

The  healing  
privileges of  Honey

Dr. Hothaifa Kharrat

The  reputation  of  the  honey  bee  and  its  abil-
ity  to  produce  liquid  honey,  a substance  en-
dowed with  many  healing  properties, is  so  signifi-
cant  that  God  Almighty  has  honored  it  by  re-
vealing a Surah  in  the  Quran  named  the 
Surah  of  the  Bees (Surah 16).
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In this Surah  God  Almighty has said:
“Then  eat  of  all  fruits  and  fol-
low  the  ways  of  your 
Lord made  easy  for   you. 
There  comes  forth  from  their  bel-
lies  a  drink  of  varying  colours  where-
in  is  healing  for  men”. Surah 16. Verse 69.  

The  books  of  the  Sunnah  con-
tain  many  Hadiths  that  confirm  the  bene-
fits  of honey. For  instance  Imam Bukhari  writes 
: “There are three kinds of healing; honey, cup-
ping  and  cauterizing.”

Also from the Hadith of Ibn Maajah: ”He who 
consumes honey three times per month will not 
experience severe illnesses.”

The  privileges  of  hon-
ey  have  been  known  since  ancient  times. It 
is mentioned in the Old Testament. Evidence of 
its use has been found in the artifacts  and  runes 
of ancient civilizations such as the Egyptian, the 
Sumerian and Babylonian. Honey was valued by 
these people not only as a delicious food but also 
as a preservative of the body after death. The use 
of honey is also confirmed by the books of the 
Salaf and the Khalef. Its extraordinary properties 
are also described  in  the  poetry and  prose of 
traditional Arabic literature.

The World of the Bee – its Behavior and 
the Characteristics of its Society

The world of the bee, as we know it, is a world 
distinguished by selfless effort and constant ac-
tivity demonstrating an abundance of energy, 
endurance and perseverance. There is no room 
for laziness or idleness. The bee lives its life in 
a never ending search for food, or construction 
and repair of the hive, or in a myriad other tasks 
and duties.

The bee lives in an extraordinarily marve-
lous social environment dominated by the queen 
bee that provides a source of continuity for the 
hive. She mates with the males of the hive. In 
this closed society the work is performed by the 
female bees known as ‘worker bees’. 

The most important function of the queen bee, 
which she performs with complete and perfect 
dedication, is laying eggs. This is her constant 
labor. She lays hundreds of eggs daily, Glory to 
God for the wonders of His creation.

The male bees are the stronger and more ro-

bust of the species however they lack the stinger 
possessed by the female worker bee. The male 
bee does not play an important role in the col-
lection of food or harvesting of the nectar from 
flowers. His role is limited to fertilizing the queen 
bee of the hive.

The world of the bee is filled with many fas-
cinating marvels, for instance from time to time 
the queen bee decides to expel some of the male 
bees, especially when there is a shortage of food. 
Apparently the queen does this in order to pre-
serve the survival  hive by  giving  priority to her 
own needs and the needs of the worker bees.

The worker bee is smaller than the male bee. 
Her lifespan is no more than one month. She suc-
cumbs to the prodigious amount of work carried 
out for the hive. Daily she flies as far as 20 Kil-
ometers from the hive, visiting thousands of blos-
soms in order to collect pollen, nectar and water.
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When she returns to the hive she regurgitates 
the contents of her stomach into specially con-
structed wax containers. A complicated chemical 
reaction then occurs which transforms this mix-
ture into a variety of honeys. There are approxi-
mately 50,000 worker bees in each hive.

In addition to producing honey the worker bee 
also transforms some of the nectar that she col-
lects from the variety of flowering plants, into a 
waxy substance that is secreted from glands that 
are located below her belly. This wax is used to 
create cells in which she resides. It is also used to 
build containers to store the honey.

The Chemical Makeup of Honey
The chemical makeup of honey consists of 

many ingredients the most important of which is 
water, then there are sugars, proteins, fats, vita-
mins, minerals, organic acids, and essential oils. 

Honey contains many kinds of sugar such as 
glucose, fructose, and sucrose. Glucose is the 
most important ingredient in supplying of the 

energy needs for the many functions of organic 
tissues. Glucose has a simple chemical composi-
tion. It is easily digested and easily absorbed by 
the various organs of the body. It is easily stored 
in the liver where it is converted into a substance 
known as glycogen.

Honey also contains many amino acids. These 
are important proteins for the optimum health of 
the body and repair of damaged tissues. Honey 
also contains fats that supply the energy needs 
of the body. 

Honey contains many vitamins such as Vi-
tamin C, Vitamin B complex. It is also rich in 
minerals such as calcium, potassium, phospho-
rus, sodium, iron, copper and sulfur. All these el-
ements are important for the growth, health and 
good functioning of the body. 

Honey also contains many enzymes such as 
yeast that assists in the digestion of starches and 
transforms them into simple sugars.

In particular it contains catalase, peroxidase 
and lipase. Catalase and peroxidase are extremely 
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important in the oxidation of toxic elements in our 
body. Lipase breaks down dietary fats into smaller 
fatty acids such as glycerol.

A Summary of the Benefits of Honey
Honey is not only a delicious fare in its liquid 

form. Hundreds of scientific studies on this won-
drous substance have confirmed its significance to 
the health of the body. Books and scientific articles 
have established that it is a mine rich in innumer-
able regenerative benefits for our bodies.

First off let’s mention that it contains many nu-
tritious elements for a well-balanced meal. In par-
ticular honey is known to be a very rich source in 
energy. This energy is used during exercise equal-
ly by both the young and old. Honey provides the 
necessary energy which sustains the many muscles 
of the body, such as the heart. It also provides the 
many ingredients such as iron which alleviate and 
prevent many anemic conditions.

Clinical studies have also confirmed that regu-
lar consumption of honey helps to strengthen the 
immunity of the body. This helps in the prevention 
of cancer and other illnesses such as infections and 
the common cold.

Honey has been used by burn centers in the suc-
cessful treatment of burns. It is used in the daily 
dressing to clean the burned tissues and stimulate 
gradual healing of the wounded  area. 

Honey ensures that the affected areas remains 
clean and free from any microbes, and minimizes 
infection by tiny organisms. This reduces the inci-
dence of skin infections.

Honey  also plays a role in treating and less-
ening the symptoms of diabetic  foot  manifesta-
tions.

Honey is a powerful diuretic. It helps alleviate 
the conditions associated with excessive reten-
tion of urine and the accompanying  inflamma-
tions  that  afflict the urinary tract  in  general.

Honey has a definite benefit for maintaining 
the hygiene of the mouth. Eating honey regu-
larly helps to keep the teeth in good condition. It 
prevents decay and the buildup  of  bacteria  in-
side  our  mouths.

It is well-known that eating honey regularly 
helps in the treatment of respiratory inflamma-
tion and reduces the apparent symptoms. It is 
helpful in the alleviation of headache and is often 
used by ophthalmologist in the treatment of cor-

nea  of  eyes  diseases and conditions of the con-
junctiva  disorders.

Honey also has other benefits as well. It helps in 
reducing  vomiting and  morning sickness in preg-
nant women. It assists in the proper functioning of 
the liver. It is used to treat insomnia and reduces 
the level of bad cholesterol in the blood. Honey is 
a fundamental treatment for all these conditions. It 
is a remedy for acidic reflux, indigestion and stom-
ach ulcers.

In conclusion we know that the text of the No-
ble Qur’an confirms all of the above. It confirms 
and anticipates the results of many recent scien-
tific studies about the benefits of honey. The text 
of the Qur’an is clear and unambiguous about the 
function of the bee, and the many healing proper-
ties of the products of its metabolisms for human 
beings. For this reason it is incumbent upon us to 
give humble gratitude for this marvelous gift that 
the Holy Spirit may descend upon us at the men-
tion of these wonders.
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For many Muslims in western Germany, a dream has 
finally come true. Years behind schedule, the Cen-
tral Mosque in Cologne finally opened its doors in 
the middle of Ramadan. The faithful can now pray 
there every day.

On the second Friday of Ramadan, one of the 
largest and most imposing mosques in Germany fi-
nally opened its doors after many years of construc-
tion. On this day, Friday prayers were held for the 
first time in the magnificent dome-topped prayer 
hall, the heart of the mosque.

“It is a wonderful feeling; a huge weight has 
been lifted from our shoulders,” said Bekir Alboga, 
Secretary-General of the Turkish-Islamic Union for 
Religious Affairs (DITIB). Now at last, he said, the 
public can be invited in: “come and visit our open 
mosque. Speak to us about Islam, about DITIB; not 
without us, but with us.”

 The foundation stone was laid seven and a half 

years ago in November, 2009.  For about 20 years 
now, members of Cologne’s Muslim community 
with Turkish roots have been longing for an ap-
propriate place to hold religious, cultural and so-
cial gatherings. Now that the main prayer hall has 
been opened for prayer, the days of having to pray 
in mosques that were hidden away in back streets 
and alleys are finally over. That in itself sends out 
an important message to all of society.

Contemporary Eastern architecture
 The semi-transparent dome curves above the prayer 
hall, reaching about 36 metres at its highest point. 
Light streams in through a huge star in the centre of 
the dome. A massive chandelier highlights the Ara-
bic calligraphy; the minbar (pulpit) and the mihrab 
(prayer niche) are on the front wall of the hall. At 
any one time, up to 1,200 people can pray in the 
hall, the walls of which are decorated with 1,800 

The most beautiful and
largest mosque in Germany 
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stucco panels.
The interior design combines oriental elements 

with contemporary Islam, which is reflected in the 
ceiling medallions with Arabic inscriptions in gold 
leaf. “These feature the names of all the great proph-
ets who play an important role in Jewish, Christian 
and Islamic history,” says Bekir Alboga. This, he 
says, is an invitation to interreligious theological 
discussion.

The renowned architects Gottfried and Paul 
Bohm won the architectural competition for the de-
sign of the mosque and were commissioned with its 
construction. “For Muslims, it is lovely to pray in a 
space like this. I hope that members of the major-
ity society will come here, look at the mosque and 
experience the openness of the building,” says Paul 
Bohm. As in many conventional mosques, a sepa-
rate prayer-space is reserved for women: in this case 
it is a generously proportioned gallery that affords 
women an unobstructed view of the imam leading 
prayers. The gallery is reached by staircases along 
the side.

Separate areas for ritual ablutions can also be ac-
cessed from the gallery. “I think it is important that 
the women’s area is just as beautiful as the men’s,” 
says 17-year-old schoolgirl Didem Dege, who came 
to Cologne from Plettenberg near Ludenscheid es-
pecially to see the mosque. She finds the mosque 
“really beautiful”. “I’ve already taken photos and 
posted them online.”

Multimillion-euro project without public subsi-
dies
 Visitors will want to linger on the imposing flight 
of stairs leading to the magnificent main prayer hall. 
The two minarets, from which there will be no calls 
to prayer, are 55 metres high, that’s about a third the 

height of Cologne Cathedral.
 Separate prayer space reserved for women in the 

gallery: as in many conventional mosques, a sepa-
rate prayer-space is reserved for women: in this case 
it is a generously proportioned gallery that affords 
women an unobstructed view of the imam leading 
prayers. The gallery is reached by staircases along 
the side

Before the mosque was built, debates about the 
shape and height of the minarets were often heated. 
In addition to the main prayer hall, the heart of the 
building, the complex includes seminar rooms, an 
administration wing, a library, a conference room 
and a shopping arcade.

The much-discussed problem of a lack of parking 
spaces has been resolved by the construction of an 
underground carpark. Construction of the complex 
cost about €30 million. According to DITIB, two-
thirds of this sum were provided by donors; there 
were no public subsidies whatsoever. The mosque is 
now 95 percent finished, says Alboga. “The bazaar 
area is still not finished and a number of cosmetic re-
pairs need to be carried out in the conference room.” 
The complex also includes seminar rooms, an ad-
ministration wing, a library, a conference room, a 
shopping arcade and an underground carpark.

Muslims can now pray in the mosque five times a 
day at fixed times. Friday prayers are open to all. “I 
think the mosque is beautiful and I’m definitely go-
ing to go and pray there,” says Sarjas Hussein. The 
27-year-old student has Kurdish roots and hopes 
that “the Friday sermons will always be translated 
into German”. He says that he doesn’t have a prob-
lem with attending a DITIB mosque as a Kurd. “I 
don’t differentiate between Turkish, Kurdish or 
Arab Muslims. For me, all Muslims are brothers in 
faith.”

Even renowned critics of DITIB, such as the 
Green MP from Cologne, Volker Beck, congratu-
lated Germany’s largest umbrella organisation for 
Muslims: “I am delighted that the permanent con-
struction site is consigned to the past and congratu-
late DITIB on this success.” Beck went on to say 
that the building also symbolises a promise that 
must be kept, namely “a modern Islam that is open 
towards Germany society and liberates itself from 
the binds of its migratory history and countries of 
origin” - something leaders in Ankara and Cologne 
still have to bring themselves to do.
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India’s Hindutva Agenda: 
Threat to Minorities in India

Dr. Mozammel Haque

Amid the increasing  rise of Hindutva threat to minorities in India, 
politicians, academics, religious leaders and national representa-
tives as well as leading diaspora organisations came together to call 
for international intervention to counter the threat posed by Hin-
dutva agenda in India. A major international conference was held, 
chaired by Lord Ahmed, Chair of Parliamentarians for National 
Self-determination (PNSD), at the main chamber of the Birming-
ham Council House, Birmingham, on 29 April, 2017. The Confer-
ence unanimously adopted Resolutions (enclosed below). 
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On 20 June, 2017, a delegation of Sikhs and Kashmiris 
delivered a Memorandum to the UK Prime Minister 
Rt. Honourable Theresa May at 10 Downing Street 
calling for intervention to protect religious freedoms 
and fundamental human rights of minorities, Chris-
tians, Dalits, Muslims and Sikhs alike in India.

In this connection, I would like to mention the 
hugely authoritative report issued recently in Febru-
ary by the US Commission on International Religious 
Freedom (USCIRF) entitled “Constitutional and Legal 
Challenges Faced by Religious Minorities in India” 
which details the numerous constitutional and legal 
restrictions on minority religious freedoms in India, 
as well as this week’s open letter by 65 senior Indian 
civil servants which condemned the rampant ‘majori-
tarianism’ of the establishment. 

The followings are the reports on the internation-
al conference at Birmingham Council House and its 
Resolutions. Draft Memorandum to the UK Prime 
Minister is also included along with the report below. 

Conference on 
India’s Hindutva Agenda: A Challenge
to International Law and Civilised Norms
A major international conference was held on 29 April 
2017 in the main Chamber of the Birmingham Coun-
cil House, Birmingham attended by politicians, aca-
demics, religious and national representatives as well 
as leading diaspora organisations. The conference was 
chaired by Lord Ahmed, Chair of Parliamentarians for 
National Self-determination (PNSD), who had earlier 
in the week raised formal questions in the House of 
Lords seeking the UK government action based on the 
recommendations of a report issued last month by the 
US Commission for International Religious Freedom. 

The conference was addressed by Dr Mukul Haza-
rika (Assam Watch), Prof Dr Muhammad Arif Khan 
(Kashmir based educationalist and author), Amrik 
Singh Sahota (President, Council of Khalistan), Nazir 
Qureshi (President, All Parties Kashmir Coordination 
Committee), Dr Gurnam Singh (academic and TV pre-
senter), Dr Jeffrey Kitingan and Doris Jones from the 
Sabah region of Malaysia, Joga Singh (Babbar Akali 
Organisation), Raja Amjad Khan (Kashmir Iqbalistan 
Movement) and Ranjit Singh Srai (PNSD).

They came together to call for international inter-
vention to counter the threat posed by an increasingly 
rabid extremist Hindutva agenda in India. That agenda 
has denied not only the rights of nations to self-deter-
mination in their homelands but even the free practice 

of other faiths without intimidation and violence.
After the conference a press release under the 

above caption was issued along with the resolution of 
the conference. Followings are the details of the press 
release: 

“The key, according to the resolutions adopted at 
the conference was to require Indian compliance with 
international legal obligations and, in case of default, 
to punish defiance with targeted sanctions, including 
the banning of fascist group that are responsible for 
almost daily attacks on minorities. 

Dr Iqtidar Cheema, who authored that report; US 
Commission for International Religious Freedom, 
presented to the conference the array of legal and con-
stitutional measures by which religious minorities in 
India were being targeted, such as Sikhs Buddists and 
Jains being deemed to be Hindus for the purposes of 
personal laws. 

His namesake, Harpal Singh Cheema, president of 
Dal Khalsa, participated by video link from Punjab, 
along with senior human rights lawyer Amar Singh 
Chahal. They castigated the Indian state for the geno-
cide of the Sikhs, the denial of freedom and the ille-
gal appropriation of Punjab’s river waters in breach of 
riparian law. On the anniversary of the 1986 Declara-
tion of Khalistan they said the Sikh nation will pur-
sue its right of self-determination in a peaceful and 
democratic manner, in accordance with international 
law. There was, they said, no option other than an in-
dependent and sovereign Punjab to bring to an end the 
decades-old conflict there.

Professor Shawl, chairman of Kashmir Concern, 
said the people of Kashmir alone must decide their 
destiny and India’s posting of 800,000 troops in the 
region will never alter that fact, despite the atrocities 
being committed by them. Mehmoob Makhdoomi, a 
Kashmiri author and columnist, urged the internation-
al policy and decision makers to facilitate efforts for 
true conflict resolution in the troubled region, based 
on the will of the people. India’s vision, which he 
characterised as the “peace of the graveyard” was no 
solution – the rise of a new generation of Kashmiri 
freedom supporters witnessed in recent months has 
amply demonstrated that.

Reverend Joshva Raja John, Church of England 
Priest and Queens Foundation research scholar ex-
pressed dismay at the rampant minority bashing be-
ing tolerated by the Indian authorities. Christians have 
been targeted by violence and intimidation under the 
guise of the repugnant ‘ghar vapsi’ mantra of Hindu 
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extremists. He called for the Bajrang Dal and VHP 
offshoots of the BJP’s RSS mentor to be internation-
ally banned as terrorist organisations.

Christina McKelvie, a Member of the Scottish Par-
liament, said other nations should aspire to self-deter-
mination just as the proud people of Scotland are doing 
and that the pursuance of national self determination 
through peace and democracy is a noble cause. Phil 
Bennion, former Member of the European Parliament, 
of the Liberal Democrats spoke of the paramount need 
for the right of self determination to be respected in 
disputed territories like Kashmir and called on India 
to drop its threat to execute Sikhs prisoners. 

John Burn of the Green Party called on India hon-
our its international obligations and to show zero tol-
erance to attacks on minorities. He also called on the 
UK government to stand up for human rights and the 
right of self-determination, rather than allow trade in-
terests to override those “most basic and important” 
vales. Graham Williamson, chair of Nations without 
States, spoke of the need to allow self-determinists to 

operate peaceably within conflict zones, without the 
threat of sedition and treason laws, in order to unlock 
peaceful and democratic solutions to intractable.”

Resolutions Adopted At The Conference 
At the end of the Conference following resolutions 
were unanimously adopted at the Conference:
“This Conference calls on the international commu-
nity to fully recognise the role that self-determination 
can play as a means of peaceful conflict resolution; 
this is a democratic mechanism underpinned by in-
ternational law. Whilst nations and peoples must be 
left to decide their own destiny, the global community 
must do what it can to hold non-compliant states to ac-
count when they refuse, overtly or covertly, to respect 
the right of self-determination. In the case of India, 
which officially rejects Articles 1 of the 1966 Cov-
enants on Human Rights, this non-compliance has led 
directly to the unresolved and hugely destructive con-
flicts in Kashmir, Punjab, Assam and Nagalim over 
sovereignty, territory and riparian rights.
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“The denial of religious freedoms, attacks on reli-
gious minorities in the name of chauvinistic ‘majori-
tarianism’, as being currently witnessed in the Hindut-
va extremism sweeping across India, is condemned as 
a breach of international law as well as basic moral 
standards of behaviour adopted by the civilised world. 
This Conference fully endorses the recommendations 
of the recent report of the US Commission on Inter-
national Religious Freedom entitled “Constitutional 
and Legal Challenges Faced by Religious Minorities 
in India”. 

“This Conference calls on the international commu-
nity to identify and impose targeted sanctions against 
Hindutva organisations, including the RSS and all its 
affiliates across the world, to force a change in the 
cowardly tactics that are being adopted to intimidate 
Dalits, Christians, Muslims, Sikhs and others.

“This Conference urges all UK based political par-
ties to address the concerns of the diaspora commu-
nities so that UK political representatives, including 
the UK Government, responds to the threats caused 
by blatant breaches of international law by the Indian 
state.”

Sikhs and Kashmiris call on UK Prime Minister
to tackle India’s Hindutva Agenda
On 20 June 2017 a Memorandum was delivered by 
a delegation of Sikhs and Kashmiris to 10 Downing 
Street calling for Intervention to protect Religious 
Freedoms and Fundamental Human Rights. A press 
release was issued along with the draft Memorandum 
to the UK Prime Minister Rt. Honourable Theresa 
May. Followings are the press release and the Draft 
Memorandum to the UK Prime Minister.  

Following press release was issued. A delegation of 
Sikhs and Kashmiris delivered an appeal on 20 June 
2017 to 10 Downing Street calling for a re-set in the 
UK’s foreign policy towards India. 

Lord Nazir Ahmed, Chair of Parliamentarians for 
National Self-determination, and Lord Qurban Hus-
sain both endorsed the memorandum and joined Sikh 
and Kashmiri representatives in delivering it to the 
UK Prime Minister’s official residence. They urged 
the UK Government to listen to the UK’s massive di-
aspora communities which want their political repre-
sentatives to act on their concerns.

They characterised the Hindutva surge in India as a 
fascist threat to Christians, Dalits, Muslims and Sikhs 
alike – a threat which breaches India’s international 
legal obligations. Compelling India to comply with 

universally accepted legal and humanitarian norms 
was, they said, the key to bringing India back in to 
line.

They cited the hugely authoritative report issued 
in February by the US Commission on International 
Religious Freedom (USCIRF) which details the nu-
merous constitutional and legal restrictions on minor-
ity religious freedoms in India, as well as this week’s 
open letter by 65 senior Indian civil servants which 
condemned the rampant ‘majoritarianism’ of the es-
tablishment.  

The delegation called for the implementation of 
the USCIRF report’s recommendations which include 
changes to the Indian Constitution (such as the remov-
al of outrageous provisions that deem Sikhs, Buddhists 
and Jains to be Hindus for the purposes of personal 
and religious law) and operationalizing the UN Decla-
ration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National 
or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities.

The memorandum also heighted the atrocities com-
mitted by state and non-state actors aimed at crush-
ing the self-determination movements in Punjab and 
Kashmir. It called for genocide perpetrators to be pun-
ished by UN established tribunals and for peaceable 
conflict resolution by holding plebiscites so that the 
people of those regions could freely determine their 
own destinies. An unchecked Hindutva agenda in In-
dia makes resolution of those conflicts impossible; 
hence the international community must, according 
to the memorandum, require India to formally accept 
and comply with the right of self-determination as en-
shrined in Article 1 of the 1966 Covenants on Human 
Rights. India has formally rejected that right – some-
thing which the UN and leading member states have 
said is unacceptable.

The memorandum was signed by Amar Singh Cha-
hal (official spokesman of Jagtar Singh Hawara, the 
Jathedar of the Akal Takht, the highest temporal seat 
of the Sikhs), Prof Nazir Shawl (Chair, Kashmir Con-
cern), Amrik Singh Sahota OBE (President, Council 
of Khalistan), Gurdev Singh Chohan (President, Akali 
Dal, UK) and Joga Singh (Babbar Akali Organisation). 
Importantly, it was also countersigned by Dr Iqtidar 
Cheema, the author of the USCIRF report which was 
also formally handed over at the same time.

Memorandum
An International Law Response to the Hindutva
Majoritarianism Threat to Minorities in India: an Ap-
peal to the new UK Government to hold India to ac-
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count.
The followings are the Memorandum prepared, 

signed and delivered on 20 June 2017 to 10 Down-
ing Street calling for intervention to protect Religious 
Freedoms and Fundamental Human Rights. 

 
“Rt Honourable Theresa May,
Prime Minister,

10 Downing Street,
London.
20 June 2017
Dear Prime Minister,
“Following your re-election in this month’s General 

Election, we write to you in connection with an aspect 
of UK foreign policy which is a great concern to hun-
dreds of thousands of Sikhs, Muslims and Christians 
from the large diaspora communities settled here that 
have roots in India. We believe there is an urgent need 
to re-set the UK’s foreign policy toward India so that 
the mistakes of the past are not repeated, especially in 
light of the appalling right wing Hindutva surge that is 
alarming those communities.

“The Manchester and London atrocities over recent 
weeks have disgusted all right-thinking people across 
the world.  Apart from the clear determination to defeat 
the evil ideology of hate and the cowardly targeting of 
innocents and non-combatants, there has though been 
another remarkable feature of the response from ordi-
nary people here in the UK. That has been the impres-
sive show of defiance and unity – whatever peoples’ 
backgrounds – grounded on core humanitarian values 

such as mutual respect for all our fellow citizens and 
a sense of common humanity. Those values will ul-
timately play the crucial role in defeating the narra-
tive of chauvinism and belligerence being espoused 
by cowards who despite their claims, in truth, have no 
religion at all.

“During the month in which Sikhs commemorate 
the 33rd anniversary of the infamous Indian army at-
tack on the Golden Temple in Amritsar in 1984, in 
which thousands of innocents and non-combatants 
were deliberately targeted to quell a legitimate move-
ment for self-determination by the people of Punjab, 
it is timely to remind the new UK Government of the 
clandestine connivance, for the sake of trade, of the 
then British and other governments with the Govern-
ment of India, and the subsequent genocide of the 
Sikhs. You will of course be aware of the need to fully 
disclose the level of that unfortunate British involve-
ment and, we hope, the need to redress that wrong by 
taking suitable action now to protect the very nation 
that was then so inhumanely targeted.

“Even today, there is a growing threat to minority 
groups in India who are facing a right-wing extremist 
‘majoritarian’ onslaught. Christians, Sikhs and Mus-
lims have been covertly targeted by discriminatory 
laws, sectarian policies as well as by state and mob 
violence for decades, but there is now a more overt 
threat to them.

“This week sixty-five (retired) senior Indian civil 
servants wrote an open letter to Indian authorities say-
ing: “In the face of a rising authoritarianism and ma-
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joritarianism, which do not allow for reasoned debate, 
discussion and dissent, we appeal to all public author-
ities, public institutions and constitutional bodies to 
take heed of these disturbing trends and take correc-
tive action”. They cited, by way of example, the right-
wing extremist Hindu thugs who roam the streets in 
the name of ‘cow protection’ - “Gau-rakshaks func-
tion with impunity and seem to be doing so with the 
tacit complicity or active encouragement of state ma-
chinery”.  See:https://thewire.in/146332/open-letter-
authoritarianism-india-retired-officials/

“More significantly, we attach a copy of the recent 
report issued by the US Commission on International 
Religious Freedom which sets out clearly why inter-
national pressure is needed make Indian authorities 
comply with their obligations under international law. 
The report details the ways in which – quite apart from 
the thuggery on the ground – the very constitution, 
laws and administrative machinery in India formalises 
discrimination and restrictions on (minority) religious 
freedoms. The report sets out how these practices con-
travene international law; it also includes recommen-
dations for what India needs to do in order to comply 
with those universally agreed basic standards of con-
duct. We would draw your attention in particular to 
the recommendations it sets out for US Government 
action – all of which we urge the UK Government to 
adopt.

“Apart from the increasing use of ‘Hindutva’ to 
crush religious freedoms, there is (unsurprisingly) a 
hardening of the stance to deny self-determination and 
riparian rights in Punjab, Kashmir and the North East 
which are non-Hindu majority regions.

“A number of us wrote to you last year (memo-
randum handed in to 10 Downing Street on 15 Au-
gust 2016) in connection with the India’s genocidal 
response to the Sikh struggle for national self-deter-
mination in their homeland in Indian-controlled Pun-
jab and were disappointed to receive a response (dated 
9th September 2016) from Duncan Johns at the South 
Asia Department of the Foreign Office. The response 
characterises the conflict as an internal matter for the 
Indian Government which should be resolved through 
dialogue. It is, with all due respect, simply not cred-
ible for genocide to be viewed as an internal matter 
and to expect the perpetrators to engage in ‘dialogue’ 
willingly. The Foreign Office will surely have noted 
that the Ontario Canadian state parliament passing a 
resolution in April of this year recognising those sys-
tematic mass killings of Sikhs as genocide – an act 

which the Indian Government’s spokesman quickly 
dismissed. We urge you to raise with the Indians the 
pressing issues of Sikh political prisoners, the punish-
ment of the those guilty of genocide at a UN estab-
lished tribunal and the need for a democratic solution 
to the Indo-Sikh conflict.

“In Kashmir you will have noted the unrelenting 
brute force being used by Indian security forces over 
recent months to crush mass public protests calling for 
the right of self-determination to be exercised in that 
region.  Kashmir, a disputed territory according to the 
UN itself, cannot be left to the brutalities of the Hin-
dutva agenda. The oppression was epitomised when 
troops tied an innocent Kashmiri to their jeep as a hu-
man shield to protect them – something that Human 
Rights Watch has soundly condemned. See: https://
www.hrw.org/news/2017/04/20/no-one-should-de-
fend-use-human-shield-army. The officer who ordered 
that obscene action has since been awarded an honour 
by the Indian army! Quite apart from the humanitarian 
need to intervene in Kashmir, there is a real need to 
resolve the Kashmir conflict, in accordance with the 
wishes of the people, given the increasingly danger-
ous proximity of Chinese, Pakistani and Indian forces 
in the context of the China-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor which India seems bent on disrupting.

“As such, we appeal to you to call on the Indian 
Government to withdraw its reservation against Arti-
cle 1 of the 1966 Covenants on Human Rights, pull 
back from military occupation of those regions and 
allow the international community to oversee free and 
fair democratic plebiscites to determine the destiny of 
those traumatised regions.

“These concerns were raised by Kashmiri, Sikh 
and Christian Diaspora communities at a Conference 
held at the Council House in Birmingham on 29 April 
2017, which was addressed by UK politicians, aca-
demics as well as speakers from those regions.” The 
Diaspora communities want the UK government to 
raise these issues as set out in the Resolutions adopted 
at the Conference.” (mentioned above).

Lord Nazir Ahmed, Chair, Parliamentarians for 
National Self-Determination; Amar Singh Chahal, 
spokesman for Jathedar Sri Akal Takht Sahib, Jagtar 
Singh Hawara,  Dr. Iqtidar Cheema, Author of the US-
CIRF Report; Amrik Singh Sahota OBE,  President, 
Council of Khalistan; Prof Nazir Shawl, Chair, Kash-
mir Concern, Ranjit Singh Srai, Admin. Sec. PNSD; 
Gurdev Singh Chohan, President, Akali Dal, UK and 
Joga Singh, Babbar Akali Organisation.
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Muslim Women in the Netherlands
and the Inter-cultural Dialogue

Tijani Boulaouali

In 1995, one of the Dutch Protestant newspapers, het ReformatorischDagblad, 
wrote that “Unlike their mothers, many Turkish and Moroccan girls now pursue 
advanced educations, a  professional career, or both” (RD, p. 3). Now, almost 
two decades later, this wish that still seemed unachievable at the time, has be-
come reality. Nowadays, Muslim women are active within all levels of Dutch so-
ciety; creating venues of upward mobility for those following in their footsteps. 
This essay discusses the many ways in which Muslim women claim a space in 
and contribute to the various forms of dialogue that are being held within the 
Dutch context. Furthermore, I investigate the positions these women hold when 
operating in their own Muslim communities. 
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1. Defining Dialogue
Why should we involve in inter-religious and inter-
cultural forms of dialogue? In my opinion it helps us 
to gain a better understanding of each other and of 
various aspects of reality. Understanding and know-
ing are the first steps to peaceful coexistence in an 
open setting where everybody is welcome and were 
ethnicity, skin color, religion, belief, or culture play 
no role. Moreover, engaging in dialogue helps us to 
overcome societal and ideological barriers. Accord-
ing to Michelangelo Jacobucci, it is the best way to 
conquer ‘the enemies of dialogue’ who try to reject 
those who are different or think differently. They de-
spise cultures other than their own and allow them-
selves to be locked up in an egocentric world where 
there is no criticism or self-examination.

In my view, dialogue is the highest form of com-
munication used by humans. Even when alone and 
removed from the world we are engaged in inner 
dialogues as we deliberate certain matters, for ex-
ample, in the form of self-reflection, remembering 
things we did, or reconsidering an opinion we were 
holding on to. Such exercises bring relief and assur-
ance. Thus being in dialogue is not only important 
for the social equilibrium and for humaninterac-
tions, it also feeds our spiritual side. Inner dialogues 
or monologues on a micro level feed the mind in a 
world filled with tension and selfishness. Finding in-
ner stability and peace improves society. 

When engaging in dialogue in society, this does 
not mean that one’s point of view should prevail or 
be confirmed, disregarding the opinion of others. 
It also is not meant to convey a certain message or 
push approaches that are polemical or apologetically 
and hinder the true dialogue which takes place when 
we exchange ideas and sentiments during spontane-
ous and interactive discussions. We need to listen to 
each other and not only try to understand the other’s 
story but also her emotions.

A dialogue reaches its zenith only after those 
involved go through three consecutive phases that 
complement each other. First there is getting to 
know each other when we are being introduced to 
and make contacts with new people. Many encoun-
ters do not go beyond this phase when our interac-
tions are limited to exchanging general information. 
Some people move to the second phase where we 
get to know each other better via conversations, 
meetings, visits, and neighborly interactions.  These 

interactions can happen when at work, in school, on 
the street, during public meetings or via social me-
dia. Only when people know each other better and 
feel comfortable in the new relationship they can 
start to truly understand the other’s value and will 
move to the level of mutual appreciation. 

Dialogue is never unilateral; it has to be bilat-
eral as well as multilateral and takes place in vari-
ous forms within multiple dimensions of society. It 
affects the individual as well as the community in 
many ways. Cultural and religious diversity have 
become characteristics of Dutch society. This real-
ity leads to different forms of dialogue that contain 
numerous possibilities and promises for new forms 
of interaction.

Roger Boonen understands the intercultural dia-
logue to be “A conversation about a cultural topic 
between two or more discussion partners of different 
cultural backgrounds who are of different opinions. 
The goal of the dialogue can range from the mini-
mal goal of mutual understanding and acceptance, 
cooperation, or friendship, to the most ambitious 
and least attainable goal of mutual transformation 
and growth.” This definition also applies to inter-
religious dialogue; whether it is part of a cultural 
dialogue or stands by itself. In fact, if we could re-
place the word “culture” with “religion,” the quote 
would still have the same meaning.

2. Engaging in Dialogue in a Pluralist Society
When we discuss the contributions of Muslim wom-
en to the various forms of dialogue within Dutch 
society, we need to keep in mind that often these 
women are stuck in and dazed by two conflicting 
worlds. Each world has its specific conditions and 
characteristics that cause substantial differences be-
tween the two. As a result, a Muslim woman regu-
larly faces problematic dilemmas that are not easy 
to solve.

To her, Islam does not just represent a set of ritu-
als and texts but a holistic system that governs all 
aspects of life. This in fact is also the reality of those 
who resist being a Muslim. For example, the actress 
playing in the movie Submission who challenges the 
Sacred and the Word of God with her alluring body 
engages in a form of religious interpretation as she 
communicates with Allah by asking, begging and 
questioning, and chiding His injunctions.  In other 
words, “the Islamic factor” represents an existential 
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dimension in the life of a Muslim woman living in the 
Netherlands. This dimension not only encompasses 
visible aspects such as clothing, customs, habits and 
social conventions, but also mind sets. Upon deeper 
investigation, many Muslim women who claim to 
be liberal or secular turn out to be more religious 
than ordinary believers; Islam is simply engrained 
in their lives, consciousness and identity, whether 
they are practicing or non-practicing Muslims. 

Living in the Netherlands not only means to be 
in a geographical context, but also to join a world 
of norms and values in which manifold religions, 
cultures and visions on life interact and compete. 
Philosopher of Religion Henk Vroom describes it 
as follows: “People coming from all over are liv-
ing together and the boundaries between cultures 
and religions no longer run across continental lines 
but across our cities and villages. Behind the green 
meadows filled with cows we see a minaret next 
to a church steeple with high rise buildings on the 
horizon. In neighborhoods where emigrants live, 
churches have revived. The Dutch-born population 
knows individuals who sympathize with Buddhism 
or Hinduism or have converted to Islam. There are 
Christians who are open to the beliefs and lives of 
others, and there are those who consider the other to 
be competition; at time even see her as the enemy.
We see the same phenomenon among Muslims and 
Hindus.”

We could say that the plural society creates ideal 
new spaces where people can freely practice their 
religion or belief and express their views. Where re-
ligion used to be the shared social value, now it has 
been replaced by citizenship based on giving and 
taking. This is a responsible type of citizenship that 
does not arise from a top down relation but emerges 
from the communities; from the people. All aspects 
of Dutch society need to be considered from this le-
gal framework; also within the Muslim communi-
ties in which women are torn between their religious 
identity and loyalties to the Dutch environment. So 
the question for many Muslim women is: how to 
overcome this discrepancy and integrate into Dutch 
society while maintaining her own identity?

Our future queen who hails from Argentina, 
Maxima, said in an interview with the NRC News-
paper: “How wonderful it is to be home in two 
cultures and to move between the two without any 
problems.” In fact, many Muslim women who are 

firmly established within Dutch society straddle two 
cultures. This type of existence requires to be con-
stantly engaged in dialogue; when inside the Muslim 
community as well as when operating in Dutch so-
ciety. Dialogue here is ever present; it does not only 
consist of regular conversations and encounters, but 
comprises every aspect of life: at home, in school, on 
the street, at work, in the media and so forth. The rest 
of this essay discusses how Muslim women in the 
Netherlands participate in this comprehensive dia-
logue that reaches all niches of Dutch society.

3. A Multi-level Dialogue
According to the Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS), 
during the past seven years, the participation of Mo-
roccan women in higher education has increased by 
seventeen per cent while the number of Moroccan 
men did not increase. During the year 2011-2012 
more Moroccan women than men entered the insti-
tutes of advanced education. In 2003-2004 the num-
bers were the opposite. Since that year, when com-
pared to Dutch-born citizens and immigrants from 
Suriname and the Dutch Antilles, Turkish as well as 
Moroccan immigrants have all caught up on levels 
of education.

According to the CBS research, around fifteen 
per cent of Muslim immigrants are interested in par-
ticipating in politics. In this category, percentage 
wise participation of Moroccans is equal to that of 
Dutch-born citizens. (CBS, p. 162). These figures 
indicate that the dreams Muslim girls had over two 
decades ago, seem to have come true. Those girls 
have become the current career women who con-
tribute to Dutch society in numerous and valuable 
ways. From an interesting newspaper item or a po-
litical problem, Muslim women now have become 
a party in the national and local dialogues that are 
developing in educational institutions, civic dis-
courses, politics and the media, and in intellectual 
achievements.

Education: Now education has become acces-
sible to diverse groups in our population, Muslim 
women not only participate as students but also as 
teachers, counselors, researchers, and student advi-
sors. Bringing their religious dress, views, and ritu-
als into the work place, their sheer presence creates 
many opportunities for inter-religious and inter-cul-
tural dialogues. At times these interactions can be 
carried to the public level of media and politics.
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Social and Cultural Work: Civic work is brim-
ming with Muslim women who are active in com-
munity centers, and non-governmental organiza-
tions that provide a range of services. Often one of 
the goals of this type of work is to cultivate and en-
courage inter- and intra-religious interactions. They 
foster communication between Muslims of differ-
ent backgrounds and between Muslims and Dutch 
society. Currently several organizations have been 
launched to raise awareness about Muslim wom-
en: among others there is the Moslima Network in 
Amsterdam, the National Islamic Organization for 
Women in the Netherlands (Landelijke Islamitische 
Vrouwenorganisatie Nederland) in Rotterdam, 
Moslima’s for Moslima’s in Groningen, the Al-Nisa 
organization for Muslim women in Utrecht, and the 
Foundation for Inter-cultural Participation and Inte-
gration (Stichting Interculturele Participatie en Inte-
gratie) in Amsterdam.

Politics: As I mentioned earlier, Moroccans tend 
to be as politically active as Dutch-born citizens. 
This is not only the case among men but also among 
women. In 2012, fourteen Muslim members joined 
the Dutch Parliament; five of whom were women: 
KhadijaArib, KeklikYucel, SadetKarabulut, Vera 
Bergkamp and WassilaHachichi. Other well-known 
political figures are NebahatAlbayrak who was the 
Secretary of the Department of Justice in 2007 dur-
ing the fourth cabinet of Prime Minister Balkenende. 
A wellknown former Dutch politician is AyaanHirsi 
Ali.

Journalism: Striking numbers of Muslim wom-
en have become journalists; working with TV, news-
papers, and other types of media channels. Most of 
them are of Moroccan descent. Some names are: 
Lamia Abbassi, HadjarBenmiloud, TouriaAhayan, 
LaïlaAbid,JamilaZemouri, and BoutainaAzzab.

Academia: Several Muslim women are teaching 
at Dutch universities. At the same time, fifty per-
cent of Muslim students are women. Among oth-
ers, Stella van de Wetering teaches at the Center 
for Islamic Theology (CIT) at the VrijeUniversiteit 
in Amsterdam where she has engaged in numerous 
inter-religious dialogues.

Intellectual Life: With this term I refer to wom-
en who are catalysts in public conversations on liv-
ing in a pluralist society. Most of them are novelists 
or writers of nonfiction works. Several have become 
established writers; for example, NaemaTahir (A 

Muslim Woman Unveils, The Bride, Lonely Pres-
ence, and Precious Possessions). ZohraZarouali 
has become famous for her books written for ado-
lescent girls such as Amel: a Moroccan Girl in the 
Netherlands, Amel and Faisal, Pursuing My Goal 
and Sanae. Some women write on Islamic history; 
AsmaClaassen has probed the life of the Prophet 
Muhammad while CeylanPektas-Weber and Samira 
Bouchibti have probed their Muslim identity.

4. Muslim Women in Dialogue
The Dialogue of Life: Based on the examples I 
have provided so far, we can observe that Muslim 
women participate in Dutch society at all levels. At 
the level of daily life, in local settings, women use 
any opportunity available to participate in social di-
alogues among Muslims or with non-Muslims. For 
example, in Amsterdam – West, Islamic Feasts are 
considered prime moments to gather, not just to eat 
and celebrate, but also to get to know each other. 
The women don’t consider the fact that it concerns 
a religious holiday an obstacle for involving those 
of other faiths In fact, without realizing they spon-
taneously practice the Qur’anic injunctions of Surat 
Al-Mumtahanah (60: 8) that encourages the believ-
ers to show respect and justice to those who are not 
Muslim.

These local initiatives are the foundation of 
strong social bonds of cohesion that help stimulate 
discussions on religious acceptance and shared val-
ues. However, since most of the women active at 
this level are not well educated or professionally in-
volved, their activities are often overlooked in the 
national media. The intellectual contributions of 
famous Muslim women writers and politicians get 
most of the attention.

Creating New Discourses: Women who engage 
in the various forms of dialogue, within their own 
Muslim community, inter-cultural or inter-religious, 
are risk-takers. When highlighting issues of diver-
sity, improving the Muslim image, and conveying 
what happens in the Muslim community, at times 
they touch on controversial topics.

Women’s engagement in dialogues has also in-
volved connecting with non-Muslims via the vari-
ous feminist discourses that are emerging among 
Muslim women in the Netherlands. The first group, 
albeit a small one, rejects Islam in its entirety. The 
few women who adhere to this conviction find much 
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support from the Dutch media and politics. Women 
who propose a feminist discourse calling for liberal 
forms of Islam represent the second group. They are 
heavily influenced by Western secular philosophies 
and represented by young women writers, journalists 
and politicians. The third group proposes moderate 
forms of discourse that combines Islamic and West-
ern values. Those belonging to this group are open 
to participating as Dutch citizens while sustaining 
their Islamic identity. The fourth group adheres to a 
conservative Islamic discourse that allows no room 
for other opinions. In spite of residing in the Nether-
lands, those belonging to this group distance them-
selves from Dutch society. They follow a literalist 
interpretation of the Islamic religious texts, reading 
them without regards for context, time frame or cir-
cumstances.

In their own way, all these four discourses en-
courage forms of dialogue; intellectual, ideological, 
humanist or religious. Some carry a political agenda 
while others propagate a religious message. Howev-
er, the majority support a humanitarian agenda that 
promotes human values in the context of responsi-
ble citizenship.

The contributions of some Muslim women are 
daring as they push the moral boundaries, break 
open forbidden topics, and bring to light all kinds 
of taboos. While some of the younger writers push 
the envelope too far by writing erotic literature for 
its own sake, many discuss sexual themes to edu-
cate and raise awareness. It is debatable whether 
all these intellectual dialogues only serve a wom-
an’s emancipation. Often they tie into a discourse 
that portrays Muslim women as backward and op-
pressed. However, true liberation does not come 
from exposing the body and throwing off the veil. 
True emancipation comes from the brain and lifting 
the invisible veil that prevent Muslim women from 
thinking for themselves.

These types of discussions do convey realistic 
views of the Muslim community: its composition 
and the dilemmas it faces. Many Muslim women 
engage in this type of dialogue; in schools, commu-
nity centers, by translating their stories and poems 
to movies and documentaries. Contributing to intra- 
and inter-religious and cultural dialogues, these ini-
tiatives convey Muslim realities while at the same 
time correcting negative stereotypes about Muslim 
communities.

5. Two Initiatives: FadouaBouali and Hagar-Sa-
rah
The first initiative by women I would like to high-
light in this essay is the intellectual and literary ex-
periment by the young writer FadouaBouali. She 
describes in a brave manner the inconsistencies, 
dilemma’s and challenges faced by her Muslim 
community. The second initiative is the so-called 
Hagar-Sarah project for dialogue between Jewish, 
Christian and Muslim women. For both initiatives I 
will analyze how they encourage the inter-religious 
dialogue.

Fadoua Bouali: FadouaBouali is a Dutch-Mo-
roccan writer, who was born in 1970 in the town of 
Alhoceima in Northern Morocco. She worked for 
fourteen years as a nurse in the Netherlands but in 
2007 retired from her work to spend a year in Ma-
rocco and write her book. Her writing career started 
in 2001 when she began to compose op-eds about 
subjects that concerned her personally: Islam, Mus-
lim women, immigrants. Writing allowed her to 
express her frustrations with the nonsense and mis-
information she read and heard in the media about 
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her Islamic faith. After becoming a columnist, she 
started to write books: Liberated by Allah (2006), 
If only I had Studied French, and Adventures of a 
nurse (2007).

Fadoua Bouali involves Dutch society when writ-
ing about Islamic issues as she does not see those 
as closely related to the Dutch context. In her view, 
everyone is allowed to understand and know about 
the problems Muslims go through. This approach 
provides space for all: Muslims and non-Muslims, 
immigrant and Dutch-born, women and men, young 
and old. In Liberated by Allah she tells how she ap-
proached writing the book: “I decided to go to Mo-
rocco for one month to work on the book. In fact it 
was like a puzzle that needed to be put together. The 
pieces came from people in my environment; fam-
ily, friends, neighbors, colleagues, and people I hap-
pened to meet at work or during meetings. They all 
were from different backgrounds: Muslim, Chris-
tian, Jewish, atheist, heterosexual or homosexual. 
Some were highly educated while others never at-
tended school. 

The writer indicates that from the beginning she 
positions her thinking within the frame of inter-re-
ligious and inter-cultural dialogue. She is not only 
concerned with problems within the Muslim com-
munity but others have an important presence with-
in her discourse. While she engages with the para-
doxes and problems the Muslim community faces, 
non-Muslim play a role in her story as compatriots, 
witnesses, and partners. 

Bouali’s book searches for the core of the true 
Islamic society which differs radically from how 
contemporary Muslims experience it to be. Her so-
ciety is saturated with critique on all types of situ-
ations and themes ranging from sexuality, morality, 
emancipation, to raising children. Realizing that the 
emancipation of Muslim women has become a hot 
topic, she considers the subject by looking at her 
mother, grandmother, sisters and herself. This strat-
egy allows her to make the balance of her life as a 
woman as in her view every women, Moroccan or 
Dutch should now and then stand still and reflect on 
her position as a woman. (103)  While paying atten-
tion to the Muslim woman who in name of “the Is-
lam” experiences suppression within her own com-
munity, FadouaBouali contributes to the dialogues 
within Dutch multi-cultural society. For the sake of 
this dialogue and to improve the position of women, 

she encourages Muslims to return to the sources of 
Islam and to re-read and re-interpret the holy texts.

The Hagar-Sarah Project:  During the past 
years Muslim women have launched numerous in-
terfaith projects; nationally as well as locally. The 
Hagar-Sarah project started in 2009 with as focus 
the shared roots of the Jewish, Christian and Muslim 
religions. These three religions of Abraham share 
the same foundational story in which “women pass 
on life.” They have named the project after the two 
patriarchal mothers of humanity, Hagar and Sarah, 
since without these women the patriarchal father, 
Abraham or Ibrahim, would not have existed.

This initiative encourages inter-religious dia-
logue between the daughters of Hagar and Sarah 
who all are Jewish, Christian and Muslim. They all 
share the source of our being, our truth and tradition. 
So, the project’s founders wonder, why can they not 
share a common goal? The project furthermore pays 
attention to the role of women within society when 
facing male authority. The leaders of the project ex-
plain that their point of departure is that “Men have 
always held the religious authority. During the last 
decades this reality is changing and women have 
started to speak for themselves. They investigate the 
influence of male interpretations [of religious texts] 
and how these interpretations can hinder women’s 
personal growth in their faith.”

6. Conclusion
In this essay I described how Muslim women con-
tribute to inter-religious and inter-cultural dialogues 
in the Netherlands. As I have shown, their presence 
in these activities is so prevalent that each theme and 
level of dialogue discussed here requires to be dis-
cussed in a separate article. Although we can limit 
our investigation on women’s agency to their partici-
pation in various forms of dialogue, I have proposed 
to look at Muslim women’s role in the Netherlands 
from the point of view of their presence and par-
ticipation in areas of society that influence constant 
efforts of inter-cultural and inter-religious dialogue. 
As I have shown, Muslim women are highly active 
at all levels of society and hence engage in myriad 
forms of dialogue. We can witness the influence of 
their contribution throughout society; from Mus-
lim homes, to schools, at work, and in the media. 
Women are the ones who have made Muslim in the 
Netherlands part of the main street.
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IINA- The Islamic Educational, Scientific, and Cul-
tural Organization (ISESCO), and the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC), in coordination with the 
Islamic Cultural Center of London organized a forum 
for media experts and civil society representatives to 
explore mechanisms for countering Islamophobia.

The two-day forum, which concluded at the head-
quarters of Islamic Cultural Center in London which, 
was attended by lawyers, media experts, academics 
from European universities and diplomats from vari-
ous embassies. The theme of the forum was “Mecha-
nisms to challenge Islamophobia legally and through 
the media.”

Dr. Ahmad Al-Dubayan, director general of the 
Islamic Cultural Center, welcomed the gathering and 
thanked the organizers for partnering with the Center-

to address such a prominent and pressing topic. Dr. 
Al-Dubayan stressed that recent tragedies in the UK, 
Islamophobia remains a pressing issue concerning 
people in the UK and globally.

He also highlighted that Islamophobia can take 
place in many forms, and that mechanism of abuse 
have evolved, shifting from the slurs buried in books, 
encyclopedias, and studies, to films, radio and TV 
programs and the Internet.

In his speech, Head of Public Relations at ISES-
CO Dr. Mahjoub Bensaid conveyed ISESCO Direc-
tor General’s best wishes for the success of the fo-
rum. Dr. Bensaid said that institutions like the Islamic 
Cultural Centre were in the forefront in showing the 
real and true image of Islam as a religion of peace 
which advocates tolerance. Dr. Bensaid also thanked 

London Forum calls for effective
means to counter Islamophobia
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the OIC for supporting and working in collaboration 
in this timely forum.

Dr. Maha Akeel, Head of Public Relations at the 
OIC, highlighted the Organization’s role and mission 
in addressing concerns facing Muslims across the 
Globe. The OIC serves as an international umbrella 
organization aimed at articulating the collective voice 
of Muslims across the globe. The topic, which was 
being discussed this weekend is one of which the OIC 
has written many publications and organized many 
activities to address these issues.

From his side, Member of the House of Lords Lord 
Sheikh highlighted in his opening speech the many is-
sues facing the Muslim Community in the UK.

Executive Director of the Interfaith Network Dr. 
Harriet Crabtree talked about the role of interfaith ac-
tivities in working together to tackle not just Islamo-
phobia but also anti-Semitism. Dr. Harriet mentioned 
that providing a platform for dialogue and inter-re-
ligious discussions will help promote harmony and 
understanding between worshippers of all faiths.

The two-day forum issued the following recom-
mendations:
Emphasizing that the phenomenon of Islamophobia 
is in total contradiction with the Charter of the United 
Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
and with the relevant international conventions, dec-
larations and covenants.

Calling for intensified coordination and coopera-
tion between governments, civil society institutions, 
and the media to address those responsible for Is-
lamophobia, and treating them as anti-peace groups 
at odd with the human rights culture that threaten the 
international efforts aimed at promoting intercultural 
dialogue, an alliance of civilizations, tolerance, un-
derstanding and mutual respect among all human be-
ings.

Inviting international governmental and civil soci-
ety organizations to coordinate efforts to activate na-
tional and international charters, covenants, conven-
tions, declarations, resolutions, and laws specifying 
the limits between freedom of opinion and expres-
sion, on the one hand, and the various violations and 
abuses committed by the media in the name of free-
dom opinion and expression, on the other.

Calling on the Western media to abide by the stand-
ards of objectivity, honesty, fairness and avoid double 
standards in their coverage of events, and contribute, 
instead, to building good human relations and creat-

ing an atmosphere of understanding, coexistence, and 
dialogue among human societies.

Calling also for a responsible freedom of expres-
sion and to compelling media production institutions 
to promote a discourse that takes into account the di-
versity of the human cultural heritage, and the conse-
quent obligation of respect for religions, particularly 
Islam, along with the culture of Muslim minorities 
in the West, while adhering to the basic principles of 
ethics of the press, and rejecting hatred and racism.

Inviting citizens of Muslim origin in Western 
countries to developing and strengthen their legal 
knowledge about the issues media and human rights 
in such a way as to be able to defend their Islamic 
identity and culture within the framework of interna-
tional laws and instruments.

Calling upon Muslim representatives of the civil 
society and Islamic institutions in the West to develop 
and foster their media discourse; interact positively 
with the media; launch media and cultural campaigns 
and programs to publicize the true image of Islam as 
a tolerant religion; and create an atmosphere of dia-
logue, mutual understanding and solidarity among so-
ciety members against instigators of hatred, violence, 
and discrimination.

Commending the efforts of the OIC and ISESCO 
to counter Islamophobia and address it at the level 
of the media and the law, and inviting them to pre-
pare studies and organize workshops and seminars 
for Muslim journalists residing in Europe in order 
to initiate them to the international instruments that 
guarantee human rights and freedom of expression, 
criminalize religious and ethnic discrimination; and 
denigration of religions.

Condemning the recent London and Manchester 
terrorist bombings, and expressing solidarity with the 
families of the victims, support for the British govern-
ment’s anti-terrorist efforts, and stressing the fact that 
the perpetrators of these terrorist acts have nothing to 
do with Islam which actually prohibits homicide and 
calls for love, peace, tolerance, and coexistence.

Condemning the terrorist attack where a van was 
driven at worshippers in front of the Muslim Welfare 
House near Finsbury Park Mosque, North London, 
casting as a vicious racist attack on innocent Mus-
lims in flagrant violation of human rights principles 
and universal human values; and calling for more ef-
forts by the British government to protect Muslims 
and places of worship in Britain from such repeated 
attacks, while ensuring respect for their sanctity.
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Ahamad Wahaj Al-Siddiqui

The Dark Ages of Pre Islam

The Dark Ages emphasises the demographic cultural, Intellectual darkness and 
economic deterioration in Europe. It is the time in history which, originated in 
A.D.476 and continued till 10th and 11th centuries. It may be noted that Moses 
was born in 1393 BCE and his advent  continued till 1273 BCE. He was given 
Torah but all his  teachings were fabricated by Jews . Dawood (Prophet David) 
was given Psalms  (Zabur), he lived about 1000 BCE  that is about after 500 years 
of Moses. The Jews distorted Zabur.
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Jesus son of Mary was given the New Testament 
(Gospel). There was division among them on main 
beliefs given by God the Unique in the New Tes-
tament and described in the Holy Qur’an but they 
differed and coined their own beliefs and divided in 
two factions, namely Protestant and Catholics.

The history wrote about the Dark Ages running 
hundreds of years before and after Jesus and Moses. 
The Christians invented trinity and took Jesus God 
the Son, the Jews took Ezra son of God. According 
to Gospel writers Jesus could preach for a  period of 
one to three years in his early thirties. All his efforts 
to reform  people met with failure due to adverse en-
mity of the Jews against him and his followers. The 
people relinquished the worship of God the Unique 
who has no partners in his Godhead. Mostly the peo-
ple adopted polytheism believing the idols help and 
provide them sustenance.

The rulers words were laws. Their promulgation 
was unquestionable. The people were on bare mercy 
of them. Their will was enforced. They enjoyed fully 
the legal, executive and judicial powers. They were 
not guided by any constitution, if at all there was any 
legal frame work in any of the countries, their too the 
will of the ruler prevailed over his own rules.

 The Europe took pride on the Greek rule, but it 
were they who made their enemy and the criminals 
the morsel of the lions or tigers or tied them behind 
the horses and dragged them till death or branded 
them blind with red hot iron bars or they put fetters 
upon them and left them to beg for life. Justice was 
something unknown to East and west.

The women had no status except that of a slave 
girl. They held as many women as they liked and 
called them wives. She had no right  whatsoever in 
the society, no right to ownership, no right to inher-
itance, no right of maintenance and no right to di-
vorce. She was used to satisfy the sexual desire of 
the men.

To the Greek the women were not entitled to any 
benefit, liberty or power. She was to work as maid 
and she was infirm to make any decisions. The mot-
to of the Romans not to unfasten the yoke from the 
women and to keep her in permanent bondage. The 
baby male or female was not allowed to be a part of 
the family. But the babe after birth was placed under 
the feet of the father. If he picked him up, he was 
to become the part of the family; otherwise, he was 
placed in public courtyard. If male someone would 

took him up or would be left to die in the burning 
sand or in cold weather. The father had a right to sell 
his children.

They used to say ‘the woman has no soul’. The 
punishment for causing any harm  or damage  was 
to pour hot oil on her body or to tie her with pier till 
death, the way they tortured the women.

The Chinese women were in the most wretched 
condition. The News Week (New York) under the 
caption preying on young girls wrote the Social 
Welfare Department of Taipei city deals with 60,000 
thousand to 200,000 child prostitute, Their parents 
sold them to Betrothal Keepers He sells them to rich 
old men, they pay for their virginity from $3000 to 
$4000 for a period of a week. Then their prices fall 
as they have to continue to work as prostitute.

The Indian women had gone under  a dreadful 
fate under the bond of father and then husband. She 
had to burn herself with her dead husband on a fu-
neral pyre. The custom took hundreds of lives till 
15th century. When the Muslim kings stopped it. 
Later the Hindu code bill brought many reforms and 
allowed the widow to marry. Though allowed under 
aforesaid law to marry yet the widow had to keep 
herself in mourning to her life span. Among Hindu 
belief her life is considered as source of evil omen 
for everything.

Persians in considered women  hateful thing they 
had devoid her from all rights even respect taking 
her an imperfect creation. They held man as her mas-
ter to deal wither in any way he liked.

To some factions of the Jews the daughter was no 
more than maidservant. The father had a right to sell 
her while  a minor. They took woman as curse be-
cause she dissuaded Adam from the right path. She 
could inherit only in the absence of the sons.

The Christians were very hard on women. They 
considered her a fountain of sins and source of ca-
lamity over the humanity. St: Cyprion thought them 
woman is the instrument, which the devil uses to 
gain possession of our souls. St: Gregory said wom-
an has the poison of an asp, the malice of a dragon. 
She was stopped to read the New Testament by the 
English parliament during the reign of Henry VIII.  
They considered her impure by creation. All these 
were the occurrences of Dark Age.

The English, American and western society al-
lowed cohabitation between un-married couples. 
The boy friend is taken as a part of family. That 
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gave birth to hundreds of thousand unmarried moth-
ers. Urdu News Jeddah in its issue dated 2nd Octo-
ber 1999  wrote: The number of unmarried mothers 
is increasing in Britain day by day in 1997 ninety 
six thousand minor girls were pregnant. The age of 
puberty to them is 18. Half of them gave birth to 
children. The present government of UK will spend 
sixty million pound to control the movement of girls 
below 12 years during the night. It is grievous news 
about women in this modern age. Is that the way of 
civilised people? Nay it is hateful filth and unbear-
able insult to woman and society. It is debauchery 
and those who are involved is caught by Aids and 

their number runs to millions.
 

Arabs In the Ignorance Age
They had three main factions in Arab society, which 
consisted of tribes.

(a) Class purely related by blood in family tree. 
They kept attached soundly with their tribes even 
oppressed or tyrant. They were not allowed to by-
pass its traditions of usage. If anyone involved in ac-
tion causing bad name to the tribe he was expelled 
from it

(b)  Supporters Class.
 It consisted of the people who were expelled by 
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their tribe for the crimes they had committed though 
condemned by their own tribe but getting allied to 
other tribes, they were known as supporters. This 
class also included liberated slaves. The system of 
alliance or confederation was well known among 
Arab tribes before Islam.

  c)  Slave Class
 In the tribal society consisted of imprisoned  in 

war and later sold as slaves. They were denied any 
right and  were heavily burdened with duties by their 
owners.

   
The End of Dark Ages Under the Banner of Is-
lam
The conquest of Spain was the beginning of a new 
era in the world history. It was the first interaction 
of Islamic civilisation with the West. For centuries, 
Muslim Spain was the beacon of knowledge to a 
European continent that was shrouded in the stupor 
of Dark Ages.  The Islamic rule in Spain along with 
southern Italy  that was destined to act as a conduit 
for learning to the west. It played a central role in the 
reawakening of Europe.

A Berber force of about 7000  soldiers under the 
command of General Tariq Ibn Ziyad crossed the 
strait of Gibraltar from the North African coast now  
known as Jabal Tariq  entered Spain 711 A.D.. He 
was loyal to Umayyad Emir of Damascus. King Ro-
derick encountered him, but the King’s force was de-
feated. Emir Umayyad sent  a force of  18,000 led by 
Musa bin Nusair. Gradually entire Spain came under 
Muslim rule.

The Muslim rulers’ main task was to spread Is-
lam and educate the masses. For this purpose, they 
opened educational institutions. Soon Muslim ruled 
Spain became famous as a modern seat of learning 
when the Europe was in its dark ages. Muslim rule 
expanded to more than 700  years.  There is unbro-
ken succession of the ages of Muslim scientists Jabir, 
Khwarizmi, Razi, Masudi, Biruni  Omer Khayyam 
Avicenna etc. The Muslims achievements contin-
ued in the field of Mathematics, Algebra, Chemistry, 
Physics astronomy and medicine etc.  Muhammad 
bin Jabir Al-Battani famous for logarithm and its 
application in astronomy. Al-Battani made  astro-
nomical Al-Manac. He measured the time of orbital 
motion of the earth around the sun as 365 days five 
hours and 24 seconds. It is less than two minutes 24 
seconds less than 19th century’s measurement. See 

Kitab Al-Jeez Al-Sabi.
Biruni ( 973-108)  said the day and night are not 

caused by the sun but the earth rotates on its axis. 
This was said 500 hundred years before Copernicus. 
He pointed to the power of the gravitation between 
the celestial bodies and put forth the argument 
about the earth being spherical, its rotation on its 
axis and its orbiting round the sun. He derived this 
knowledge from the Heavenly Book the Qur’an. 
I found in Surat Al-Rad/2 Vol.5 the Qur’an states 
power of gravitation in celestial bodies. Surah Al-
Isra/12 Vol.5 under caption  ‘The Earth is Spheri-
cal How day and night occur on it’ It is the Qur’an, 
which guided Biruni to this knowledge. This Tafsir 
(commentary) proves that the Qur’an gives details 
of modern science when the word science was un-
known in 7th century.

   There are other various achievements by Mus-
lim Scholars, However, Damascus, Baghdad and 
thereafter Muslim Spain or Cordoba were the seat 
of learnings for the European students who carried 
great knowledge to their countries. Thus European 
Dark Ages got the light of Knowledge on various 
subjects like metaphysics, mathematics, Algebra, 
Geometry, Trigonometry, natural sciences, physics, 
chemistry, logarithm  and biology etc.

 The Muslim rule in India attained the master 
progress in architecture and woven cloth. Taj Mahal 
(Agra India) is considered among the eighth wonder 
of the world.

It is the irony of fate that Baghdad and Damas-
cus was ruined by Tartar attacks,  the Muslim rule of 
Spain and Portugal was over thrown. After the his-
tory recorded the great devastation of Abbasids, the 
Muslims could never revive  the scientific progress 
that was destroyed by Tartars, Genghis and his 
grandson Halaqu Khan.

However,  it had been the policy of British 
and European  rulers not to mention the  Muslims 
achievements in the field knowledge. They had their 
imperialistic or colonial rule.

The English in their rule on different countries 
refer as works of their scholars and never mention 
that they derived their knowledge from institutions 
of Muslim Spain.

However, the Dark Ages of not only Europe but of 
the World came to end by the advent of Muhammad 
(peace be upon him)  who preached Islam and spread 
Justice  and peace unknown to the then world.
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The Organization for Economic Cooperation & De-
velopment (OECD) defined Corporate Governance as,  
“Corporate Governance, CG, involves a set of relation-
ships between an entity’s management, its Board, its 
shareholders & other stakeholders. CG, also provides 
the structure through which the objectives of the entity 
are set, and the means of attaining those objectives 
and monitoring the performance. Good CG, should 
provide proper incentives for the Board & manage-
ment to pursue objectives that are in the interests of 
the entity, the shareholders and should facilitate ef-
fective monitoring, thereby encouraging firms to use 
resources more efficiently”.

This definition was adopted by Basel Committee 
and many other international organizations. It almost, 
becomes the most appropriate definition we are pursu-

ing in our endeavors to implement the corporate gov-
ernance principles.

With reference to Islamic Finance, we are guided 
by AAOIFI rules, covering the Corporate Governance 
for Islamic Finance.

The 1st principle of AAOIFI for Corporate Gov-
ernance, gives the guidelines for the appointment of 
the Shari’ah Board, their number, remuneration and 
relevant jurisdiction in Islamic Finance organizations. 
The task of the Shari’ah Board is to make sure that 
Islamic Finance organizations are performing their 
duties as per Shari’ah.

 The 2nd principle of AAOIFI, gives the guidelines 
for the Superior Shari’ah Supervision for Islamic Fi-
nance organization. The Shari’ah Supervision role, 
is to make sure that the duties are in compliance to 
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Shari’ah Rules. This constitutes the primary duty of 
the Shari’ah Supervision.

The 3rd principle of AAOIFI, gives guidelines for 
the Internal Shari’ah Supervision Dept. in each Islam-
ic Finance organization. This Dept. links the relation 
between the Islamic Finance organization and the Su-
perior Shari’ah Supervision and makes sure that the 
daily business is not violating Shari’ah.

The 4th principle of AAOIFI, gives the guidelines 
for the establishment of the CG Committees. The 
Board in each Islamic Finance organization shall es-
tablish such committees, as the audit & governance 
committee, the executive committee, the remunera-
tion committee … etc.. 

The 5th principle of AAOIFI, gives the guidelines 
for the independence of the Shari’ah Boards.. The in-
dependence here is a major yardstick that gives the 
required creditability for the Shari’ah Board.

There are other Corporate Governance principles 
adopted and issued by AAOIFI, and they are to be 
followed carefully and maintained by the Islamic Fi-
nance organizations.

In this connection and with respect to Corporate 
Governance principles, we could easily say that, Is-
lamic Finance, is similar-to-non when it comes to the 
(relatively new) issue of corporate governance. Is-
lamic Finance is labeled with the notion and the ob-
ligatory demand that it must be complying totally and 
completely satisfying all principles embodied in the 
glorious Shari’ah rules.

If Islamic finance and is not in total compliance to 
such “Devine” rules, for any reason whatsoever, they 
will not be accepted nor termed as Islamic Finance 
business.

Compliance & total adherence to the glorious 
rules and principles of Shari’ah is a basic corner-
stone rule in each and every transaction or type of 
business that is classified as Islamic Finance. This 
golden basic rule, calling for Shari’ah total compli-
ance denotes that all Islamic activities are ranking in 
the same line with corporate governance rules. This, 
we could say, is due to the fact that the newly adopt-
ed corporate governance rules call for steady, clear 
and transparent rules to be applicable all through 
so as to achieve the best required end-results for 
all concerned parties including, among others, the 
stakeholders. 

In all and every transaction that relates to Islamic 
Finance, the “Shari’ah Advisory Board” supervising 
such entity is strictly under a lawful obligation to con-

firm that the concerned transaction is acceptable and 
does not nor violate Shari’ah rules & directives. The 
concerned transaction, will only take its legal identity 
and the “halal” label after getting the required “go-
ahead” as the primary acceptance & final approval 
from the Shari’ah Advisory Board. This kind of legiti-
macy process of “halal process” is not available nor 
required vis-a-vis other transactions i.e. non-Islamic 
transactions (conventional banking transactions).

The approval and or acceptance of the transaction 
by the “Advisory Shari’ah Board” is a kind of a cer-
tificate or a legitimate “pass-way” to process the deal 
since it complies to the required norms of Shari’ah 
rules (Islamic jurisprudence). This “pass-way”, as it 
is, is an approved certificate of full transparency. In 
other words, this certificate, signifies that such trans-
actions are fully transparent to the acceptable level as 
required by the corporate governance prevailing rules.  
Thus, we could say that, dealings in Islamic finance 
are by their nature dealings that are completely satis-
fying the corporate governance rules.

Islamic finance is accountable and adhering to ac-
countability on the basis that the deal is not in money 
only, as compared to non-Islamic or conventional 
banking, rather it is part of the transaction through dif-
ferent approved products. By virtue of this partner-
ship association with the client, Islamic finance is ac-
countable in case there is any failure. Accountability 
or sharing the risk, is an important factor in Islamic 
banking and this point is an important factor in corpo-
rate governance rules.

Sharing the risk requires many steps including 
transparency in all matters related to the transaction. 
Transparency in Islamic banks, as a fact, is an impor-
tant factor needed for corporate governance. Another 
important issue, is the fact that corporate governance 
implementation aims for maintaining ethical work-
ing environment. Here comes the fact that, Islamic fi-
nance & Islamic banking is purely ethical by nature as 
its directive rules and guidance are from Allah – Jala 
Jalawu. 

Herein, we have to admit that, corporate govern-
ance rules are greatly benefiting from Shari’ah rules 
and they are taking such rules as their foundation base. 
From here, comes the strong & deep relationship be-
tween Islamic finance from one hand and corporate 
governance rules from the other hand…. Based on 
this, we could say that the new corporate governance 
rules are already there in Islamic rules from their in-
ception.
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Muslims from the Indian state of Bihar made great 
sacrifices for the establishment of the state of Pakistan 
during the struggle for a separate nation for Muslims 
of the subcontinent. The Muslims of Bihar were among 
the worst victims of the conflict between Muslims and 
Hindus at the time of partition with the massacre of 
Muslims in that state. This was what prompted Quaid-
e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah to say: Without the 
massacre of Bihar, Pakistan would not have material-
ized.” When the struggle for Pakistan was successful 
and the new Muslim nation had become a reality with 
two parts of West Pakistan and East Pakistan, the Mus-

lims in Bihar chose to migrate to East Pakistan due 
its geographical proximity. They played a constructive 
role, and replaced Hindus, who migrated from East Pa-
kistan to India, in many trades. When the movement 
for seceding from Pakistan gained momentum in East 
Pakistan, these Biharis stood by the Pakistan army 
in order to safeguard United Pakistan. Subsequently, 
these Bihari Muslims became the biggest losers in the 
secession of East Pakistan and the creation of the new 
state of Bangladesh. Bangladeshis considered them 
traitors because of their decision to stand by the Paki-
stani army during the period of secession. As a conse-

Biharis and their
sacrifices for Pakistan
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quence of this, they were subjected to killing and rape 
and were driven out of their homes. Bihari Muslims 
have been languishing in squalid camps for more than 
four decades without having the basic amenities of 
life. Despite the promises made by successive Pakista-
ni governments to repatriate and rehabilitate these Bi-
haris or stranded Pakistanis in Pakistan, there have not 
been any major efforts to make this happen. President 
Gen. Zia Al-Haq established, in cooperation with Dr. 
Abdullah Omar Naseef, Secretary General of the Mus-
lim World League, the Rabita Endowment with the ob-
jective of realizing the repatriation and rehabilitation 
of stranded Pakistanis on land donated by the Punjab 
provincial government. But the unexpected death of 
Gen. Zia led to the disruption of the project. Later, 
there was an attempt to revive the Endowment when 
Nawaz Sharif became the prime minister. He took over 
the presidency of the Endowment and began imple-
menting the project. However, the military coup that 
ousted him from power halted the ambitious project 
once again. These Biharis and those who sympathize 
with them hoped that when Sharif took over as prime 
minister of Pakistan for the third time that he would 
make the issue of stranded Pakistanis one of his top 
priorities by reviving the Endowment for the repatria-
tion of these hapless people. But unfortunately, he has 
paid no heed to this pressing issue despite the appeals 
made from many quarters in this regard. In Jeddah, the 
Pakistan Repatriation Council (PRC) recently organ-
ized a symposium titled “Repatriation and rehabilita-
tion of stranded Pakistanis on a self-finance basis.” An 
eminent journalist from Pakistan Syed Muzaffar Ejaz, 
editor in chief of Jasarat daily newspaper published 
in Karachi, was the chief guest. This Urdu newspaper 
gives prominent coverage to Muslim issues in gener-
al and the issues of Kashmir and stranded Pakistanis 
in particular. In his speech, Ejaz praised the PRC for 
pushing for a solution of the Kashmir problem and the 
stranded Pakistanis issue. He said the 46-year-old issue 
of stranded Pakistanis is a matter of national pride and 
patriotism instead of a political issue for Pakistanis. 
“While Pakistan admitted 3.5 million Afghan refugees 
into the country on humanitarian grounds, we have 
failed to repatriate a quarter of a million Pakistanis, 
which is very unfortunate.” He said that the govern-
ment should seriously study the PRC proposal and try 
to implement it in good spirit to solve the issue without 
any financial burden on Pakistan’s national economy.
Earlier, Hamidul Islam Khan, deputy convener of the 
PRC, welcomed the guests and presented the PRC 

proposals for the repatriation of stranded Pakistanis 
from Bangladesh. The program started with the recita-
tion of verses from the Holy Qur’an and its interpreta-
tion by Shahzad Butt. Praise of Allah was offered by 
MohsinAlvi and Naat by Raza Hashmi. Some leaders 
of the Pakistani community in Jeddah also spoke on 
the occasion. In his speech, Amir Mohammad Khan, 
chairman of the Pakistan Journalists Forum (PJF), said 
that like politicians, the majority of media personali-
ties also put vested interests above national interests 
and hence the bitter issue of the stranded Pakistanis is 
totally ignored by them.Asif Mahmood Butt, member 
of the Engineers Welfare Forum (EWF), said that Pa-
kistani engineers are ready to play their role for the set-
tlement of stranded Pakistanis. Shamsuddin Altaf said 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and President Mamnoon 
Hussain should take immediate measures to repatriate 
those quarter million Pakistanis and settle them in Af-
ghan camps being vacated by the departing Afghanis. 
Syed Neaz Ahmed, president of the Pakistan Writers 
Forum (PWF), said it is still not too late to bring them 
respectfully back and settle them in light of the PRC 
proposal. As for Mohammad Akram Agha and Moham-
mad Amanatullah, they said it is the need of the hour to 
bring our brethren from Bangladeshi camps and settle 
them in Pakistan. PRC Convener Syed Ehsan-ul-Haque 
thanked all of the attendees. He presented resolutions 
for approval by the audience, in which the PRC urged 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif to restart the process of 
the repatriation and rehabilitation of stranded Pakista-
nis. It also asked for the implementation of the PRC 
proposal of the “settlement of stranded Pakistanis on a 
self-finance basis“. The resolution also asked the Paki-
stani High Commissioner in Dhaka to take care of the 
food, health, life and security of the quarter of a mil-
lion Pakistanis stranded in Bangladesh. 
 --SG
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An American young man born into a Christian con-
servative family, Yusha Evans lives in North Carolina, 
in the south of the United States. He was brought up 
by his grandparents in a religious environment. He at-
tended Methodist-church regularly, and participated 
actively in youth Christian associations’ programs that 
included excursion, camping, and sports and preaching 
programs.

Evans built up a strong relationship with a young 
church preacher who studied theology at “Bob Johns” 
university. Evans used to help him in his school works, 
especially in Biblical textual criticism. These dealt 
with scripture’s manuscripts. These exercises had ac-
quainted Evans with the old languages of the Book, i.e. 
Hebrew and Greek.

Both Evans and his preacher friend agreed to read 
the Bible. After all, they considered it to be the mes-
sage of God to humanity. Therefore, it was befitting for 
them to read this message in its entirety. They did not 
want to repeat or hear the sections read by preachers 
in the church.

While reading the first book of the Bible, Evans was 
shocked. In Genesis, he found Prophet Noah (peace be 
upon him) was bibulous. (Genesis, 9-20/27)

Evans thought if an alcoholic was not fit to sell 
hamburgers in a restaurant let alone save humanity 
from the deluge, how God could select a drunkard as a 
conveyor of his divine revelation. 

Every time Evans turned a page of the Bible, he 
would get another jolt. He found that every noble 
prophet of God mentioned in the Bible had committed 
a faux pas.

 Biblical books have no compunction in attributing 
them disgraceful acts, which would be shunned by the 
lowliest of people. How would a wise person believe 
that the virtuous Prophet Lot (peace be upon him) has 

committed incest with his two daughters in a state of 
inebriety? (Genesis, 19-30/37)

The stories told about his brothers — the prophets 
— in Genesis are unbelievable.

The story of David (peace be upon him) as narrated 
in Samuel (2:11-2) was the worst. It convulsed Evans’ 
mind and emotions. Impressed with David’s character 
and his heroism, he was, however, horrified to read the 
prophet’s “illicit relationship” with his commander’s 
wife, Uriah the Hittite; and that David killed the officer 
later, fearing a scandal. How can one reconcile with 
the fact that a conniving adulterous killer was a mes-
senger receiving revelation of justice and virtue and 
teach to people?

Having realized that the stories about several proph-
ets mentioned in the Bible cannot be true, Evans went 
to a priest and begged him to save what has left of his 
faith. The priest’s answer, however, confounded him: 
“Son, don’t let trivial matters destroy your belief. Your 
salvation lays in your faith and not in knowledge…  
son, the stories of the Old Testament tell the stories 
of the people of Israel, they are hard hearted. It is bet-
ter you moved to the New Testament. Things will be 
best.”

Evans devoured the pages of both the Old and the 
New Testament thinking it might make some differ-
ence. But, he met with a greater shock, and a harder 
blow. All the four books of the Bible are attributed 
unanimously to Mathew, Mark, Luke and John. Yet, 
no one in the world could provide documentary proof 
about these authors. People claim they are the writers 
of God’s revelation; even so, they did not own such a 
thing.

In all this, Evans however discovered one posi-
tive thing: The gospels and the Torah ascertained the 
oneness of God Almighty. They also established Je-

Yusha Evans - 
the Revert to Islam

Dr. Munqidh Ben Mahmoud Assaqar
 Translated by Sadok Salehi
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sus Christ’s bondage to Him. Besides, the scriptures 
denounced polytheism and considered it to be the 
greatest sin. This contradicted the priests’ everyday 
sermons in the church. What consensus one would ex-
pect to reach between the doctrine of trinity and the 
words of Jesus Christ (peace be upon him): “And this 
is the way to have an eternal life; to know you, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, the one you sent to earth” 
(John 17/3). The Church’s trinity calls to worship three 
gods, while the Messiah invited people to worship one 
unique God.

Evans noted Jesus Christ (peace be upon him) 
would repeatedly call the people to abide by the laws 
of the Torah. He said: “Don’t misunderstand why I 
have come. I did not come to abolish the Law of Moses 
or the writings of the prophets. No, I came to fulfill 
them.” (Mathew, 5-17)

This again contradicted what was stated in Paul’s 
evangelical letters that nullified the Divine Law: Je-
sus Christ became “By his death he ended the whole 
system of Jewish law.” (Ephesians, 2:15) Therefore, 
Paul’s letters consider Moses’ law useless: “The old re-
quirement about the priesthood was set aside because 
it was weak and useless. For the law made nothing per-
fect, and now a better hope has taken its place. And 
that is how we draw near to God.” (Hebrew, 7:18-19) 
It is unable to save believers: “But those who depend 
on the law to make them right with God are under his 
curse… Consequently, it is clear that no one can ever 
be right with God by trying to keep the law”.

Shocked by all this, Evans’ faith trembled. Even 
what has the priest told him was useless in saying: 
“Josh, you are diving into deep waters... Now you 
started having doubts about the New Testament. You 
might be possessed.” As Evans did not get any satis-
factory answer from the priests, he together with his 
preacher friend went to “Bob Johns” university to ap-
proach a theology professor.

This time he got a satisfactory answer, but it 
shocked him. The professor, a Bible’s teacher, told him 
the book was authored by humans. It has been sub-
jected to distortion and changes through the ages due 
to the scribes’ interference and mistakes and religious 
backgrounds. After having explained the truth of the 
scriptures, the professor however repeated the same 
hackneyed words Evans had heard from priests in the 
church: “Son, keep faith, the mind cannot deal with 
these matters.”

Evans decided to leave Christianity and its doctored 
book. He embarked on a journey in quest for truth. As 

he viewed scriptures as the only barometer to judge 
one’s religion, he studied books of all the religions in-
cluding Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism and Tao-
ism and concluded they did not represent truth he was 
looking for. 

“Angered by God” for not helping him find the 
truth, Evans became atheist and turned to a life of fun, 
frivolity and wild parties.

Evans had taken little care to study Islam. He had 
read a book, “Why I do not want to become a Mus-
lim,” which was filled with erroneous facts about the 
faith like “Islam is the religion for Arabs only”; that 
the Muslims “worship a black box in the middle of the 
desert; that they “persecute women”; and so on. The 
book was no different from several other books written 
by biased westerners.

Evans later befriended a Muslim on whose request 
he once visited a mosque on a Friday where the imam 
spoke in English. The imam’s explanation about a 
unique Almighty God, creator of heavens and earth 
impressed him. He realized all the lies written in the 
books on Islam that he read.

After the sermon and the prayer, worshippers gath-
ered around Evans and they handed him a copy of the 
Qur’an. The worshippers tried to explain the faith, but 
Evans said: “Please, let your Book speak for itself.”

At home, Evans read the Qur’an. Later, narrating 
about his experience that night, he said: “I gave my 
heart to the Qur’an on that memorable night in my 
room. I cried and cried, because I was looking for the 
truth all this time.”

It is a book that speaks about the Almighty God and 
His noble prophets — Abraham, Lot, Moses, David, 
and Jesus (peace be upon them) — the names Evans 
knew too well. They were the same prophets who were 
abused in the Old Testament.

The Qur’an gives them a distinct position as role 
models for the human beings. This was different from 
what mentioned in the Torah. Allah says in Sura Al-
An’am: “These were the men to whom We gave the 
Book, and authority, and Prophethood: if these (their 
descendants) reject them, Behold! We shall entrust 
their charge to a new people who reject them not. 
Those were the (prophets) who received Allah’s guid-
ance: Copy the guidance they received; Say: “No re-
ward for this do I ask of you: This is no less than a 
message for the nations.” (Qur’an, 6:89-90)

He testified to the Oneness of God, and to His 
Prophet as the final and seal of the prophets. Finally, 
Evans joined the convoys of the faithful (believers).
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AA-Al-Hassan Abdullah, a poor Ghanaian 
villager whose story went viral on Turkish 
social media when he asked a TV crew if “a 
drone can take him to Mecca” will travel to 
the Muslim holy land courtesy of the For-
eign Ministry and charities.

Abdullah had naively asked a Turkish 
film crew flying a drone with a camera in his 
village in Ghana if they had “a bigger one of 
this that would take him to [Saudi Arabia]” 
where millions of Muslims go every year for 
the hajj, the annual Muslim pilgrimage. As 
his story went viral on social media, Foreign 
Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu intervened and 
helped arrange a hajj journey for Abdullah, 
who is impoverished. He arrived in Istanbul 
from Accra on Friday and was welcomed 
by a Turkish charity whose work focuses on 
Ghana.

Abdullah told Anadolu Agency (AA) 
he was pleased to be in Istanbul and it was 
God who blessed him with this favor from 
Turkey. “I am grateful to God and I pray to 
everyone who helped this dream come true. 
Turkish state’s assistance is valuable for me 
and I believe this will help improve friend-
ship, brotherhood between Muslims,” he 
said.

Cihad Gökdemir, deputy chairman of the 
charity who welcomed Abdullah at the air-
port, said Abdullah’s story made the head-
lines after a TRT World employee tweeted 
the image. “Then, people started to seek a 
way to reach out to him, from businesspeo-
ple to companies. Finally, a Turkish police 
officer from Turkish embassy in Ghana con-
tacted him. He is grateful to Turkish people,” 
Gökdemir said.

Turkey fulfills wish of Ghanaian 
villager dreaming of Hajj


