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The principles of tolerance and understanding 
have been at the core of the Muslim World 
League’s mission since its establishment. 
During a time when differences often result 
in disagreements, misunderstandings, and 
conflict, there is an urgency to promote and 
instill the practice of tolerance. This is the goal 
of the Muslim World League’s interfaith work, 
and it has relied to a great extent on events 
and conferences to bring together Muslims of 
varying sects and philosophies, as well as fol-
lowers of other religions, for open dialogue. 

As our God Almighty encourages, all faithful 
followers must treat their brothers and sisters 
in humanity with respect and love, even when 
differences surface. Just this year, the Muslim 
World League has made great strides in pro-
moting these holy practices with the goal of 
inspiring coexistence, peace, and cooperation.

As stated in the Charter of Makkah, “civilized 
cultural dialogue is the most effective way to 
achieve tolerance and understanding, deep-
en community ties, and overcome obstacles 
to coexistence.” It is the belief of the Muslim 

The Muslim World League hosted the Forum of Iraqi References which brought together 80 prominent Iraqi Sunni and Shiite 
religious leaders and scholars. 
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World League and the Secretary-General, 
Dr. Al-Issa, that tolerance can be established 
among people with inherent differences 
through dialogue, understanding and com-
munion. With this belief at the forefront of 
the Muslim World League’s interfaith work, 
many events were organized this year to 
progress towards this goal. 

A notable success of such an event was the 
Forum of Iraqi References hosted by the Mus-
lim World League in Makkah in August of this 
year. The forum brought together 80 prom-
inent Iraqi Sunni and Shiite religious leaders 
and scholars, and members of other prom-
inent Iraqi factions, including the Kurds, to 
discuss proposals to promote unity and recon-
ciliation among the groups. Members of every 
bloc had the opportunity to voice their con-
cerns, share their perspectives and offer their 
proposals to create a more peaceful Iraq. The 
forum resulted in the establishment of a new 
coordination committee, which now serves as 
a direct platform for resolving disagreements 

among the different groups within Iraq. In 
addition, the groups created a high-level per-
manent commission to bolster cooperation on 
all Iraqi Islamic affairs. 

The work did not stop there. This year, Dr. 
Al-Issa hosted many additional meetings 
with leaders and scholars representing vari-
ous schools of Islamic thought. Of note, the 
Muslim World League organized a roundtable 
conversation with imams and muftis repre-
senting different sects of the American Islamic 
community and hosted a lecture with more 
than 1,200 muftis and 4,500 Islamic scholars 
and leaders to emphasize the guiding princi-
ples of moderate Islam.

 Another example which highlights the di-
versity of Dr. Al-Issa’s interfaith work is when 
he met with the Chairperson of the Islamic 
Commission of Spain, Dr. Ayman Idlibi, to 
agree upon and sign a memorandum of un-
derstanding with the Muslim World League 
to establish an Islamic youth center which 

Dr. Al-Issa held a lecture with muftis and imams from different schools of Islamic thought to review and promote the message of 
moderate Islam. 
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will promote the principles of tolerance and 
coexistence. This acts as a perfect example 
of the organization’s youth-based interfaith 
work and programming, an important popu-
lation on which to focus as they are the future 
of Islam.

As the Muslim World League has worked to 
promote tolerance within Islam, similar work 
has been completed with leaders from differ-
ent faiths. In an effort to build bridges and re-
lationships between Islam and other religions, 
Dr. Al-Issa has conducted dialogue and hosted 
events with numerous Jewish and Christian 
scholars and organizations. He met with the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations, 
António Guterres, alongside the President of 
the World Jewish Congress, Ronald Lauder, 
to detail the important interfaith work be-
ing done by the two organizations and their 
plans to fight intolerance and discrimination 
through partnership. 

The Muslim World League hosted an event 
with representatives of various faiths to 

educate the public on the importance of the 
Charter of Makkah. Also, the Reject Hate 
Campaign was launched by the Muslim World 
League to combat online hate speech and dis-
crimination targeting members of all religions, 
resulting in support from prominent religious 
organizations throughout the faith world. 

It is important to carry on with the mission to 
promote tolerance in a world that is rife with 
injustice and hate. The Muslim World League 
is proud of its mission and efforts to make the 
world a more peaceful and harmonious place. 
When Dr. Al-Issa received the Norwegian 
Bridge Builders Award and was given an hon-
orary doctorate by the United Nations’ Uni-
versity for Peace, it was clear that the MWL’s 
dedication to encouraging cooperation and 
coexistence is helping to build a world that is 
far more accepting and tolerant than the one 
we have known. The Muslim World League 
looks forward to 2022 and the strides to be 
made in achieving this important goal.  

The Muslim World League made great strides in solidifying interfaith relationships this year with other religions. 
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The Charter of Makkah, endorsed by leading 
Muslim scholars in 2019, outlines this guiding 
principle of doing good for all of humanity 
without reservations. Charitable and humani-
tarian work has been at the heart of the Mus-
lim World League’s mission since its establish-
ment in 1962. The MWL provides assistance 
to the less fortunate through a variety of 
initiatives, from distributing food baskets to 
supporting orphanages, to developing basic 
infrastructure in rural communities and to 
providing emergency relief.

The MWL’s ever-expanding humanitarian 
missions and partnerships have broadened its 
international contributions to communities in 
need. This highlights MWL’s vision to spread 
peace and security, promote the values of 
solidarity and harmony, and build a culture of 
dialogue and mutual respect, all key pillars of 
true moderate Islam.

The MWL Supports 50K+ Orphaned          
Children Worldwide.

The Charter of Makkah states that govern-
ments are responsible for the health, educa-
tion and welfare of children. The MWL contin-
ues to support over 50,000 orphaned children 
around the world.

Ramadan Food Basket Program 

During Ramadan in April, the MWL distrib-
uted Ramadan Iftar coupons for Syrian refu-
gees in Jordan. In May, the MWL distributed 
food baskets to people in Benin as part of the 
annual Ramadan Food Basket Program, which 
provides essential food items to communi-
ties in need around the world. These baskets 
include rice, sugar, oil and other cooking 
essentials. In the last three years, the MWL has 
distributed more than 500,000 Ramadan food 
baskets in more than 30 countries.

These are just a few of the many charitable 
projects undertaken by the Muslim World 
League during the holy month of Ramadan. 
Every year during the sacred month, the MWL 
delivers food aid, medical tools, and other es-
sential items to vulnerable communities in the 
Middle East, Africa, Asia and Europe.

Relief for Refugees from Central Africa

Since 2018, the Muslim World League has 
provided assistance to the displaced people 
of Central Africa in the refugee camps on the 
borders of the Republic of Chad. Through its 
Global Relief, Care and Development Author-
ity, the MWL’s urgent relief campaign initially 
distributed food baskets to 40,000 refugees. 

CULTURAL ESSAY

“The Muslim World League must do good for all of humanity – all religions 
and races – and provide humanitarian services to everyone, regardless of 

religion, ethnicity, gender or nationality.” 

-Dr. Muhammad Al-Issa, Secretary General  of  the  MWL

MWL Humanitarian Assistance: 

Year in Review 
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The MWL pledged to implement regular 
programs in the region, focusing on health. 
It is running one of the best health centers in 
the capital, as well as multi-purpose medical 
campaigns and camps. The assistance also in-
cludes development programs such as urban 
centers, construction of mosques, digging of 
wells and care for orphans.

Sponsoring Refugees in Africa

The Muslim World League is a sponsor of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Ref-
ugees project, “Live, Learn and Participate,” 
which provides for improved education and 
healthcare for young refugees in Africa. 
Earlier this year, the MWL signed an agree-
ment with the UNHCR in a commitment that 
demonstrates the MWL’s ongoing efforts to 
provide humanitarian aid, particularly as it 
affects young people.

The agreement outlines a three-year proj-
ect that will operate in a number of African 
countries with a total budget of $14 million 
USD.  The project will focus on young refu-
gees and asylum seekers between 15 and 24 

years old, as well as children who have been 
separated from their families. The project 
aims to promote sustainable solutions to the 
refugee crisis by providing safe and adequate 
housing for refugees and by strengthening 
educational and development activities, in-
cluding both elementary-level education and                       
vocational training.

One of the core missions of the MWL is to 
build bridges of cooperation and understand-
ing among communities around the world. At 
the heart of this partnership with the UNHCR 
is the desire to support initiatives that help 
build a better world, one that is more just and 
more equitable for all.

COVID-19 Volunteers

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to 
ravage the world, volunteers have been at the 
forefront of medical, community and socie-
tal responses. We are grateful for the many 
Muslim World League volunteers around the 
world who continue to deliver humanitarian 
aid to communities in need.     

HE Dr. Al-Issa delivering food aid in Senegal.
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The Pavilion of the Muslim World League.

The Muslim World League plays a critical role 
in countering extremist ideology, hatred and 
discrimination. Through its initiatives in 2021, 
the Muslim World League has aimed to fight 
the forces of hatred and stem the tide of                  
violent extremism.

At the beginning of the year, the MWL was 
proud to host the Declaration of Peace in 
Afghanistan Conference. Dr. Al-Issa brought to-

gether scholars from Afghanistan and Pakistan 
to agree on a pathway toward enduring peace 
in Afghanistan. Through this meeting, nations 
were able to partner closely to respond to 
threats to international peace and security and 
help the Afghan people chart their future. 

This spring, the MWL also signed a memo-
randum of understanding with the Banjul 
(Gambia)-based Fatoumatta Bah Barrow (FaBB) 

Fighting the Forces 
of  Hatred and Stemming 
the Tide of  Violent Extremism 
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Charitable Foundation to implement a pack-
age of comprehensive relief and development 
projects. The MOU widens of the scope of 
cooperation regarding the management of 
Al Salam Health Center in the village of Nema 
Kunku, just outside the city of Serekunda, and 
opens possibilities for more cooperation in the 
future. Most recently, The FaBB Foundation in 
collaboration with the Muslim World League 
Food Basket Project recently distributed food 
items to over 600 families across the country. 
These commitments reaffirmed the MWL’s 
support for peace and the organization’s will-
ingness to help bring about an end to conflict. 

Additionally, the MWL formed a partner-
ship with the Tony Blair Institute for Global 
Change in July to deliver an educational 
agenda to 100,000 teenagers (ages 13 to 
17 years) across 18 countries, including the 
United States, France, India, Ukraine, and 
the UK with the skills of critical thinking and 
dialogue in a bid to empower them to navi-
gate the challenges and opportunities of the 
future. The plan was designed to bring to-
gether a collective idea of a future generation 
of educated, empowered and unprejudiced                                                    
universal nations.

This summer, Dr. Al-Issa and the Muslim World 
League were awarded an honorary doctorate 
by the United Nations in recognition for his 
groundbreaking work as a global peacemaker. 
In honoring Dr. Al-Issa, the U.N.’s University for 
Peace cited the MWL secretary general’s “out-
standing efforts in supporting international 
diplomacy, promoting friendship and coopera-
tion among people, and effective endeavors in 
combating hate.” 

With the goal of preventing extremism 
through cooperation and compromise, the 
Muslim World League hosted a forum of civil 
discourse with representatives from the major 
religious and cultural sects of Iraq. The forum 
acted as an example of how interfaith dialogue 

can both combat extremism and promote 
moderate Islam as processes were established 
at the conclusion of the forum to resolve 
disagreements among the sects, ultimately 
preventing differences in beliefs from evolving 
into dangerous ideologies. 

To end a year dedicated to combatting hatred, 
the Muslim World League has launched an ex-
hibition on the lives of the prophets at its Expo 
2020 Dubai pavilion. This new exhibit sheds 
light on the MWL’s messages of peace, love, 
affection, tolerance, coexistence, and humani-
ty. “The Prophets as if You See Them” uses the 
latest technology to present the biographies of 
Islam’s prophets and messengers. It also high-
lights the ethics of Prophet Muhammad and 
Islam’s traditional embrace of inclusiveness.

During a recent trip to Italy, the Secretary Gen-
eral of Muslim Council of Elders, Dr. Sultan Al 
Remeith, said, “The Muslim World League is an 
important strategic pillar in establishing peace 
and stability as well as countering extremism.” 
Over the past twelve months, the MWL has en-
gaged in selective efforts to combat instability 
and foster peaceful, self-reliant communities 
across the globe.

   

The Muslim World League 
has launched an exhibition on 
the lives of the prophets at its 

Expo 2020 Dubai pavilion. This 
new exhibit sheds light on the 

MWL’s messages of peace, love, 
affection, tolerance, coexistence, 

and humanity.  ”




